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Ernest Gruening, one of Alaska's first U.S. senators, 
began his career as a journalist in Boston, New York and Maine.
He demanded fairness and honesty in the press throughout his career. 
Gruening believed that a newspaper should be free to cover all the 
news, without obligation to owners, advertisers, political parties 
or special interests.
Editor & Publisher, in a 1930 profile, quoted Gruening as 
saying that a conflict exists between the profession of journalism 
and the newspaper business. He thought the two should be like hand 
and glove, but the demand for profit often resulted in a compromise 
of professional ideals.
This thesis studies Gruening's experience as a journalist 
and politician. From his first job as a reporter in 1911 to his 
death in 1974, he looked at issues and problems from a journalist's 
perspective. The thesis documents the way in which he fought for 
liberal causes as an editor, bureaucrat, governor of Alaska and 
U.S. senator. As an editor he fought against U.S. military presence 
in Latin America and against an electric utility conglomerate that 
threatened to gain a nationwide monopoly. He advocated world peace 
and supported President Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal. As a politi­
cian he battled for social reforms in Puerto Rico, fair taxation, 
and statehood for Alaska. He argued against American participation 
in the Vietnam War and in 1964 was one of two U.S. senators to vote 
against the Tonkin Gulf resolution, which gave President Lyndon 
Johnson power to escalate the war at his discretion.
Sources included the Gruening Collection in the University 
of Alaska-Fairbanks Archives, newspaper and magazine articles written 
by Gruening, and articles and editorials written about him.
As a journalist who fought tirelessly for his convictions, 
Gruening had loyal friends as well as strong enemies. This study 
represents both sides.
He v i r tu a l ly  yanked the  te r r i t o r y  ou t o f a chronic le tha rgy .
Anchorage Times 
June 27, 1974
Ruled by shady men, a nation its e lf  becomes sh a d y ."
H. L. Mencken
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INTRODUCTION
Idealism shaped Ernest G ruen ing 's  p o litic s . He argued fo r  60 
years th a t people d id  not have to  accept in jus tice  o r poor governm ent. 
The common man could im prove his life  by  making governm ent w ork 
fo r  him. G ruening used the  powers o f a s trong  federa l governm ent 
and a fre e  and independent press to w ork tow ard his idea lis tic  goals.
G ruening lived a life  o f iro n y . T h rough  h is career he embodied 
the  qua lities  th a t Americans have admired in th e ir  heroes. He often 
s tru g g le d  alone against g rea t odds and sacrificed  his personal life  fo r  
a cause th a t would help h is community and Am erica. B u t the  battles 
he fo u g h t he ro ica lly  o ften  earned him instead the  "Com m unist" o r 
"an ti-A m erica n " label. As a jo u rn a lis t he had loyal readers. As a 
po litic ian  he had s trong  su p p o rt. B u t as a hero he was la rge ly  
un no tice d .
He argued fo r  libe ra l causes--w orld  peace, fa irness  fo r  consumers, 
c iv il r ig h ts  and se lf-de te rm ina tion  in governm ent. He was a p a tr io t 
and an idea lis t who loved h is c o u n try  and saw fa u lts  th a t he believed 
could be fixe d  to make i t  eve r b e tte r. Government should take the  
lead in those rep a irs .
C onserva tive  businessmen, po litic ians and p ub lishe rs  were p a tr io ts , 
too , b u t th e y  genera lly  suppo rted  the  system as i t  stood. Changes 
should come s low ly , th e y  be lieved, and the  p r iv a te  sector should take 
the  in it ia t iv e . Government should not in te r fe re .
G ruen ing fo u g h t conserva tive  tra d itio n s  from  1914, when he began
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w rit in g  e d ito ria ls , to  his death in 1974. His argum ents were consis­
te n t, app ly ing  as well to  U .S . m artial law in Haiti in 1920 as th e y  d id 
to  Vietnam in 1970. Events changed, b u t G ruen ing 's  dedication to 
libe ra l p rin c ip le s  was constan t. Those p rinc ip le s  shaped his opinions 
and u n ifie d  his l ife . While he may have lost a rgum ents, he always 
realized th a t even a small compromise could damage those p rin c ip le s . 
Journalism  and s trong  governm ent were his weapons.
G ruening fo u g h t against many o f the  people Americans called 
"h e ro e s ."  Often th e y  were businessmen who go t r ich  th ro u g h  c o rru p t 
and exp lo ita tive  tac tics  o r m ilita ry  leaders f ig h t in g  u n ju s t o r immoral 
w ars. Though he never was called a hero, G ruen ing  ba ttled  he ro ica lly  
fo r  h is c o u n try .
G ruen ing 's  s trong es t ch a rac te ris tics  were h is sense o f w hat was 
r ig h t  and his determ ination to change conditions he saw as w rong . His 
life  proves th a t libe ra ls  and p ro tes te rs  have e ffected g re a t p rogress 
fo r  America though the  heroes o f war and finance have po rtra yed  
them as un-Am erican and b a rr ie rs  to  developm ent. G ruen ing  believed 
th a t a co n s titu tio n a lly  guaranteed free  press was p a rt o f the  system 
th a t kep t a popu lar governm ent ru n n in g  sm oothly. The press could 
fu l f i l l  its  d u ty  o f in fo rm ing  the  pub lic  about the  a ffa irs  o f governm ent 
on ly  so long as F irs t Amendment r ig h ts  were p ro te c te d .
G ruen ing 's  idealism led him in to  journa lism  a fte r  he had earned a 
medical degree from  H arvard  in 1912. He re jected a prosperous New 
Y o rk  medical p ractice  because he th o u g h t he could serve socie ty b e tte r 
by re p o rtin g  the  events th a t a ffected people e ve ry  day.
W riting  fo r  the  Nation in 1920, G ruening argued aga inst American
m artial law in Haiti and the  Dominican R epublic. He contended th a t U .S . 
Marines occupied those coun tries  to  p ro te c t American financ ia l in te res ts . 
America should honor the  p rin c ip le s  o f se lf-de te rm ina tion  in g o ve rn ­
ment, m ora lity  in business and w orldw ide c iv il r ig h ts .
G ruen ing  not on ly  asked fo r  ju s tice  and e q u a lity  in governm ent 
b u t also demanded fa irness  and honesty from  h im self and o thers in 
jou rna lism . He fo u g h t aga inst censorsh ip and lim ita tions on freedom 
o f the  press. He c r it ic iz e d  newspapers th a t gave a d ve rtise rs  p re fe r ­
entia l trea tm ent in news and ed ito ria l columns. He won a libe l s u it 
against William Randolph Hearst a fte r  Hearst had p r in te d  fake  docu­
ments lin k in g  G ruehing w ith  in te rna tiona l Communists. G ruen ing 's  
f i r s t  job as a re p o rte r was w ith  a Hearst newspaper, b u t he la te r 
denounced the p u b lish e r fo r  prom oting incom plete, biased re p o rtin g  
and wars w ith  Spa in , Mexico and Japan. C le a rly , the  press could be 
used fo r  c o rru p t purposes as easily  as i t  could be hero ic .
H earst's chain o f newspapers represented a consolidation o f 
ow nersh ip  th a t G ruen ing considered detrim enta l to  jou rna lism . Hearst 
was a businessman who p r in te d  sensational papers sole ly fo r  p ro f it .  
G ruening contended th a t e d ito rs , not businessmen, should determ ine a 
paper's conten t based on sound re p o rtin g  and news va lue .
G ruening fo u g h t a s im ila r ba ttle  in P ortland , Maine, where an 
e le c tric  u t i l i t y  conglomerate con tro lled  a chain o f newspapers. The 
papers ' ed ito ria ls  supported  u t i l i t y  p ric in g  and expansion and th e ir  
news sto ries were biased in fa v o r o f the  owners. G ruen ing helped 
s ta r t in Portland an independent paper th a t reported  the  news fa ir ly  
and presented e d ito ria ls  opposing the  u t il i t ie s .
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Government played a c lear role in G ruen ing 's  life . With the 
election o f P res ident F rank lin  Roosevelt in 1932, G ruen ing could p in  a 
nam e--"New D e a l"--to  his po litica l ideas. The New Deal was not a 
s t r ic t  po litica l system , b u t a series o f governm ent program s in itia te d  
by  Roosevelt to  get the  c o u n try  ou t o f the  G reat Depression. I t  was 
based on the  libe ra l idea th a t the  economy had become too complex fo r  
local governm ents to  handle. A s trong  federa l governm ent needed to 
con tro l p rice s , wages, unemployment, developm ent, banking  and social 
w e lfa re . C onservatives believed th a t governm ent should not in te rfe re  
in those areas.
G ruening le ft journa lism  in 1934 and began w o rk in g  fo r  the  
Roosevelt adm in is tra tion  as d ire c to r o f the in te r io r  departm ent's  
D iv is ion o f T e rr ito r ie s  and Island Possessions. He ca rrie d  New Deal 
concepts to Puerto Rico, the  V irg in  Is lands, Hawaii and A laska. He 
believed th a t cond itions in America could im prove and the  people 
could look to  the  governm ent to lead th a t re co ve ry . C onservatives 
fe l t ,  however, th a t rugged ind iv idua lism  had made America s trong  and 
the  system should be le f t  alone to  mend its e lf.
The secre ta ry  o f the  in te r io r  appointed G ruen ing g ove rn o r o f 
A laska in 1939. When he began his job , he found a te r r i to r y  th a t 
had been exp lo ited  and neglected since the  United States bough t i t  
from  Russia in 1867. M ining in te res ts  and salmon packers extracted  
A laska's resources w hile  re tu rn in g  a p ittance  in taxes. A laska's on ly  
voice in W ashington, D .C .,  was a no n-vo tin g  delegate to  Congress. 
G ruen ing w orked to  raise ideals among A laskans. He convinced many 
th a t th e ir  lives could be im proved and governm ent was the  ins trum en t
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o f p rog ress . He worked fo r  A laska statehood because he said the 
federa l governm ent trea ted  A laska as i f  i t  were a colony and democra­
cies had no r ig h t  keeping colonies. Those ideals, along w ith  the 
boom th a t accompanied World War I I ,  b ro u g h t much p rogress to A laska.
G ruen ing continued his idealism a fte r  becoming a U .S . senator 
from  A laska. He was one o f the  f i r s t  outspoken opponents o f the  war 
in Vietnam. Am ericans, he a rgued , d id  not have to  accept the  in ju s ­
tice  o f f ig h t in g  an enemy th a t d id  not th rea ten  th e ir  s e c u r ity . The 
Vietnamese, not Am ericans, should f ig h t  the  w ar.
G ruening lost h is ba ttle  against U .S . invo lvem ent in Vietnam.
The war continued fo r  nea rly  10 years a fte r h is f i r s t  Senate speech 
aga inst i t .  Sen. J.W . F u lb r ig h t o f A rkansas p r iv a te ly  labeled
i
G ruen ing a “ c ra ckp o t" fo r  opposing P resident Lyndon Johnson and
the  Vietnam War in .1964.
G ruening lost his Vietnam ba ttle  because he was fig h tin g  i t  a t a
time when his two w eapons--journa lism  and s trong  federa l governm ent--
were weak. New Y o rk  Times w r ite r  Tom W icker, in h is 1975 book On
Press, said th a t the  "E isenhower fa th e r image and the  Kennedy ch a r- 
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isma" led the  p ub lic  to  reve re  the  p res iden t and b lin d ly  t r u s t  the 
governm ent. Jou rna lis ts  and governm ent leaders gene ra lly  followed 
th a t t r u s t .
W icker w rote  th a t when p res iden ts  "donned the  com m ander-in- 
ch ie f's  hat and American troops  w ent to w a r, the  American in s tin c t
1Tom W icker, On Press (New Y o rk : The V ik in g  Press, 1975), p . 6. 
2 lb id . ,  p . 7.
6
3
was to  ra lly  round the  White House."
Johnson took advantage o f th a t t r u s t .  He d is to rte d  the  facts  
about Vietnam and the  press reported  his d is to rtio n s  as t r u th .  News­
papers and broadcast re p o rts  e ith e r fa iled  to  cover the  w ar p ro tes te rs
o r p o rtra yed  them as u n ru ly  subvers ives .
G ruening and Sen. Wayne Morse o f Oregon were the  on ly  senators 
to  speak openly aga inst the  w ar. W icker quoted F u lb r ig h t as say ing ,
"H e ll, I'd  like  to  be ou t th e re  w ith  Morse and G ruen ing . B u t I ca n 't
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a ffo rd  to  have people th in k  I'm a c rackpo t like  th a t . "
Public opin ion about the  war changed a fte r  the  news media began
to  re p o rt i t  a ccu ra te ly . Te levis ion and newspaper s to ries  from  S outh­
east Asia showed the  pub lic  and Congress th a t the  p res ide n t's  decisions 
to  escalate the  war should not always have been followed b lin d ly . 
G ruen ing and o th e r p ro tes te rs  were viewed more fa v o ra b ly , and Sen. 
F u lb r ig h t fo rg o t the  "c ra ckp o t" image and became a leading opponent.
Though the  news media helped change p u b lic  op in ion , the  in s t itu ­
tion  o f journa lism  cannot be g iven c re d it fo r  ending the  w ar. The 
media reacted slow ly in the  ea rly  Johnson years and re flec ted  the  b lind  
pa trio tism  he used to  escalate the  w ar. Congressmen also re flected  th a t 
fa ith . I f  more had joined G ruening and Morse opposing Johnson's p o li­
c ies, the  war m ight have stopped ea rly .
Opposition to  Vietnam was b u ild in g  in 1968 when G ruening lost his 
re -e lection  b id  m ainly because o f h is opinion o f the  w ar. He continued
3 lb id . , p . 6. 
4 lb id . ,  p . 6.
to  w rite  and speak on the  sub ject u n til P resident R ichard Nixon w ith ­
drew  troops in 1973.
American governm ent has remained s trong  because libe ra l idea lists 
have dared to  oppose i t .  Po lic ies--even ones c o n tra ry  to  democratic 
p r in c ip le s —often become entrenched because conserva tives like  the 
s ta tus quo. A democracy needs people like  G ruen ing to  rem ind the  
p ub lic  th a t cond itions can im prove.
Gunboat dip lom acy in H a iti, economic ind iv idua lism  before the 
depress ion, u n fa ir  p ractices among e le c tric  u t i l i t ie s , colonialism in 
A laska and the  Vietnam War were maintained by entrenched immoral o r 
obsolete po lic ies. L ibera l p ro te s t was an im po rta n t p a rt o f each o f 
those issues.
T h is  paper stud ies the  events in G ruen ing 's  life  th a t illu s tra te  
how idealism can e ffe c t p o s itive , lasting  change. I t  shows how fre e ­
dom and s tre n g th  in the  press and democracy can be used fo r  good 
as well as bad purposes. Give and take between libe ra ls  and conser­
va tives  has kep t American democracy in ta c t. When the  po litica l 
balance tip s  more to  one side than the o th e r, the  opposition p ro tes ts  
and the  balance s h ifts  tow ard the  cen te r. Cooperation among the 
exe cu tive , leg is la tive  and ju d ic ia l branches o f governm ent has main­
ta ined th a t balance. The events discussed in th is  paper show how 
the  press can add another system o f checks and balances.
The d iffe rences between libe ra ls  and conserva tives have often 
been defined by the  power the  two sides are w illin g  to g ive  to  g o ve rn ­
ment and the  press. T h is  paper proves G ruen ing 's  be lie f th a t pos itive
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libe ra l change can be achieved when honest idea lis ts  s tre tch  those 
powers to con s titu tiona l lim its .
Not e ve ry  jo u rn a lis t o r po litic ian  who labels h im self a libe ra l o r 
an idea lis t would agree w ith  G ruen ing 's  opin ions o r h is ways o f accom­
p lish ing  change. He was sim ply one e d ito r and po litic ian  who saw the 
need fo r  reform  and believed th a t the  C on s titu tion  guaranteed enough 
power to  the  press and rep resen ta tive  governm ent to  e ffe c t those 
changes.
CHAPTER I 
Beg inn ing in Journalism
In 1929 Maine vo te rs  re fused to allow h yd ro e le c tr ic  power p ro ­
duced in the  state to  be sold outs ide its  b o rd e rs . Th is  pow e r-expo rt 
f ig h t- -c a r r ie d  on w hile  the  re s t o f the  nation debated p ro h ib it io n --  
"was a g rand  old cam paign," according to  the  New Y o rk  T im es, "w a te r 
having succeeded rum as the  prim e q u e s tio n ."  B u t the outcome was 
as much a v ic to ry  fo r  fa ir  and independent press coverage as i t  was a 
po litica l tr iu m p h . Samuel In s u ll, a Chicago-based in d u s tr ia lis t who 
con tro lled  many u tili t ie s  in the  East, headed the  po w e r-e xpo rt fac tio n . 
Those who supported  Insu ll argued th a t the  Pine Tree State could 
develop h yd ro e le c tr ic  power and sell i t  to Insu ll-ow ned u tilit ie s  ou ts ide  
the  sta te . Maine, th e y  sa id , would bene fit from  the  sale because i t  
would allow lower u t i l i t y  ra tes , create jobs and make ru ra l e le c trif ica tio n  
more a ffo rdab le .
In add ition  to  his u t i l i t ie s ,  Insu ll held financ ia l in te res ts  in Maine 
newspapers, banks and te x tile  m ills . To no one's s u rp r is e , his news­
papers s tro n g ly  favored  power e xp o rt. The on ly  major paper in the 
s ta te  to oppose the  e xp o rt o f power was an independent da ily  in the 
sou thern  co rn e r o f Maine, the  Portland Evening News. E rnest H. 
G ruen ing , the  paper's  lib e ra l, p rogress ive  e d ito r , saw the  power- 
e x p o rt question from  the  ind iv id u a l power consum er's v iew po in t.
^"Maine Keeps Her P ow er," New Y o rk  T im es, 11 September 1929, 
sec. 1, p. 12.
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G ruening argued in ed ito ria ls  th a t the  real bene fic ia ries o f se lling 
power would be the  Insu ll in te re s ts . He pointed ou t th a t increasing 
layers o f bu reaucracy and new u t i l i t y  companies all unde r In su ll's  
financ ia l um brella would consume any savings to  the  consumer.
The Insu ll fo rces attacked v ic io u s ly . Newspapers fa vo rin g  
e x p o rt labeled opponents "B o lshev iks " and charged th a t h ig h ly  paid 
lawyers were d ire c tin g  th is  le f t is t  campaign from  o u t o f s ta te . Insu ll 
o rdered  the  u t i l i t ie s , m ills and banks under h is con tro l to  re fuse to 
advertise  in the  Portland Evening News. He d irec ted  o ffic ia ls  o f his 
banks to  call the  notes o f any departm ent s to re  th a t bough t a d v e rt is ­
ing in G ruen ing 's  paper.
The p o w e r-e xp o rt measure was defeated by  8,000 votes. A 
newspaper in C onnecticu t said th a t the  outcome was perhaps the  most 
amazing upset in Maine's po litica l h is to ry . B u t the  Providence ( R . l . )  
News came closer to  the  po in t in a sh o rt ed ito ria l two days a fte r  the 
re ferendum :
The downfall o f the  power in te res ts  in Maine was espe­
c ia lly  pleasing in th a t i t  was accomplished in the  face o f 
outrageous attem pts to  in fluence newspaper op in ion . The 
Portland Evening News was singled ou t fo r  a ttack  by the 
power people. The fam ilia r in tim id a to ry  method o f w ith d ra w ­
ing a d ve rtis in g  from  th a t courageous paper was practiced  
e x te n s ive ly . B u t the  News d id  not f l in c h , and now i t  has 
the  sa tis fac tion  o f know ing th a t the  people o f Maine are be­
h ind its  . . . campaign.
The p o w e r-e xp o rt issue was ju s t  the  k ind  o f ba ttle  E rnest 
G ruen ing had been fig h tin g  fo r  two decades. In 1911, a fte r  more than 
th re e  years at H arvard  Medical School, he gave up plans to become a
p
W aterbury (C on n e c ticu t) Democrat, 10 September 1929, p. 4.
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d o c to r. Concern fo r  social and po litica l problems a ttra c ted  him to
jou rna lism . "The  physic ian  aims to  cu re  the  ailments o f  the  human
b o d y ,"  he w rote la te r. "The newspaper man to  aid in cu rin g  diseases
3
o f the  b o d y -p o lit ic ."
He go t a job in M arch, 1911, as a re p o rte r fo r  the Boston 
A m erican. The 24 -year-o ld  G ruen ing , o n ly  a semester away from  a 
medical degree, took the  job fo r  $15 a week. The American was 
owned by the  H earst C o rpo ra tion , a chain o f newspapers to  which the  
term  "ye llow  jou rna lism " was app lied . William Randolph Hearst's 
papers were known fo r  a ttra c tiv e  comics such as the  Yellow K id , 
many p ic tu res  and fre q u e n t re p o rts  on scandalous issues th a t o the r 
papers igno red . G ruen ing covered t r ia ls ,  f ire s ,  meetings and speeches.
H earst's papers attem pted to  reach the  masses, and th e y  p rin te d  
sensational s to ries about sub jects the  common man enjoyed. "C ockta ils  
and C ig a re tte s !! W here??/ln Exclusive Boston Women's C lu b /C h ilto n s
4
Ask fo r  L iquo r License" was the  headline over one o f G ruen ing 's  
s to ries in an e x tra  ed ition  o f the  Am erican. A two-colum n photo o f 
th re e  h ig h -so c ie ty  ladies appeared under the  headline. G ruen ing 's  
s to ry  said the  c lub  wanted the  license on ly  so i t  could make its  male 
v is ito rs  feel a t home. G ruening re po rted  th a t the re  would not be a 
re g u la r ba r where "a member could stand up and have a d r in k  man-
3
H arvard  Medical School Class o f 1911 S ecre ta ry 's  R eport, u n ­
da ted , p . 39.
4
Boston A m erican, c lip  from  G ruen ing 's  scrapbook, date not 
ava ilable .
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fa s h io n --th e  d r in k s  are to  be served on tra y s  by g ir l w a itre sse s .1 
Smoking would be allowed on ly  in a roo f ga rden .
The American ran another s to ry  th a t quoted a Boston re lig ious
fi
leader as ca lling  the  C hilton  C lub "th e  ves tibu le  o f h e ll."
B y the  end o f 1911 G ruening had been assigned to  a series o f 
extended fea tu re  s to ries  on towns su rro u n d in g  Boston. He covered 
each com m unity's in d u s try , schools and p o litic s . He also reported  its  
c iv ic  and c u ltu ra l aspects. The sto ries were g iven  fu ll-p a g e  layouts 
w ith  about h a lf the  page fil le d  w ith  photos.
The young re p o rte r 's  fa th e r , D r . Emil G ruen ing , was a New Y o rk  
physic ian  w ith  a successful eye and ear p ra c tice . He hoped his son 
would re tu rn  to  medicine and jo in  him in h is o ffice . E rnest d id 
re tu rn  to H arvard  Medical School a fte r a year w ith  the  Am erican. He 
earned h is medical degree in 1912, b u t a lready had decided to re tu rn  
to jou rna lism .
The Boston Evening Herald h ired  him , then merged w ith  the 
Boston T ra v e le r . G ruen ing su rv ive d  the  s ta ff cu ts and w ent on to 
cove r, among o th e r th in g s , the  medical beat. He in te rv iew ed  the  deaf, 
b lin d  and once-m ute Helen K e lle r.
His in te rv ie w  revealed th a t Keller was a pe rcep tive , th in k in g  in d i­
v idua l w ith  a sp a rk lin g  p e rso n a lity . She to ld  G ruen ing th a t she was a 
Socia list and th a t on ly  under th a t system could "E veryone  obta in the
51 b id . 
6 I b id .
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r ig h t  to  w ork  and be happy. She sensed th in g s  by  "v ib ra tio n s  
th ro u g h  the  a ir ,  and th ro u g h  the  f lo o r , from  moving o f fee t o r the  
scrap ing  o f ch a irs , and by  the  warmth which is p resen t when the re  
are people a ro u n d ."^
G ruening began to w ork  on the H era ld 's  copy desk and to w rite  
e d ito ria ls . One, "The  Meanest C rim e ," assailed New Y o rk  L ife maga­
zine fo r  re p o rtin g  th a t doctors fre q u e n tly  perform ed experim ental 
s u rg e ry  on p a tien ts . The magazine accused doctors o f "su rg ica l
g
tr ic k s "  and "the  in jec tion  o f a fa ta l disease in to  a con fid in g  p a tie n t."
G ruening called the  accusations "cow a rd ly  ins in ua tions" against 
an honorable p ro fess ion : "T h e re  is no punishm ent fo r  th is  meanest o f
jo u rn a lis tic  c r im e s . " ^
When the  war in Europe began in 1914, he became the  H era ld 's 
war e d ito r and b y  th a t O ctober was managing e d ito r  o f the  a fternoon 
T ra v e le r.
On the  T ra v e le r G ruen ing  began to  f ig h t  e a rne s tly  fo r  fa ir  and 
honest news re p o rt in g . As a c iv il- r ig h ts  advocate, he believed in the  
ob liga tion  o f the  press to  tre a t b lacks fa ir ly .  He d irec ted  T ra ve le r 
re p o rte rs  to re fe r to  a person 's race on ly  "when the  s to ry  is m an ifestly  
incomplete and inaccurate  i f  the  co lor o f the  person is concealed."
^Boston H era ld , c lip  from  G ruen ing 's  scrapbook, date not ava ilable.
81 b id .
g
Boston H era ld , 14 March 1914, page not ava ilab le .
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11He ins is ted  th a t the  word "N egro" be cap ita lized .
G ruen ing also changed the  paper's policies o f g iv in g  p re fe ren tia l 
trea tm en t in its  ed ito ria l columns to  ce rta in  a d ve rtise rs . He observed 
th a t thea te rs  th a t advertised  in the  T ra v e le r never received a bad re ­
v iew , and he argued th a t the  pub lic  deserved t ru th fu l re p o rtin g  and 
an accurate presenta tion  o f ed ito ria l op in ion . The paper lost a d v e rt is ­
ing fo r  aw hile, b u t G ruen ing 's  po licy  p re va ile d . Years la te r the  e d ito r
w ro te , "th e  a d ve rtise r in the  newspaper is e n title d  to  the  space he
12pays fo r  and no th ing  m ore."
G ruening le ft the  T ra ve le r in 1916 because o f another e th ical ques­
tio n . A Boston board o f censors, headed by  Mayor James C u rle y , had 
perm itted  the  showing o f a film  on a b o rtio n , "Where A re  My C h ild ren?" 
Since C u rley  had banned film s and plays th a t were less objectionable 
than th is ,  G ruen ing wondered w hy th is  one was passed by  the  censors.
A T ra ve le r re p o rte r learned th a t C u rle y  had tr ie d  to  convince 
censors in Pennsylvania to  allow the  film  to  be shown th e re . He also 
learned th a t C u rley  had a financ ia l in te re s t in the  film . G ruening 
p r in te d  those fac ts  on the  f r o n t  page and o th e r Boston papers picked 
up the  s to ry . The re p o rt caused a s t ir  because o f po litica l and 
financ ia l dealings between C u rle y  and some owners o f the  T ra v e le r . 
G ruening was to ld  to  re tra c t the  s to ry  though  C u rley  had adm itted its  
t r u th .  G ruening re fused , b u t was o ve rru le d  by  a senior e d ito r who
11 Ernest G ruen ing , memo to  T ra ve le r s ta ff ,  G ruen ing 's  scrapbook, 
no date.
12
"Romances o f American Journa lism : S tories o f Success Won by
Leaders o f the  P ress ," E d ito r & P ub lishe r, 18 O ctober 1930, p . 14.
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G ruen ing said was th reatened by the  ow ners. A dhering  to  h is  p r in c i­
ple th a t a newspaper is an " in s tru m e n t o f p ub lic  se rv ice ; th a t i t  owes
13its  readers a fa ir  and im partia l p resen ta tion  o f the  ne w s," G ruening 
resigned on the  day the T ra ve le r p r in te d  the  re tra c tio n , which said 
the  paper had no knowledge th a t the  mayor had any financ ia l in te re s t 
in the  film .
G ruen ing then joined the  Boston Jo u rn a l, which he described as 
"an honest and independent d a ily ."  B u t the  Journal was on poor 
financ ia l foo ting  and its  c ircu la tio n  was d e c lin ing . He w rote  ed ito ria ls  
su p p o rtin g  the  a llied e ffo r t  in World War I and women's su ffra g e . 
G ruening enjoyed the  Jou rna l's  fa ir  and accurate re p o rtin g  o f all the 
news and th o u g h t i t  was the  on ly  Boston paper w o rth y  o f the  p u b lic 's  
t r u s t .
The Journal was absorbed by G ruen ing 's  old em ployer, the  
H e ra ld -T ra ve le r g ro u p , in 1917. Not w ish ing  to  w ork  fo r  th a t co rpo ra ­
tion  again , he re tu rn ed  to  New Y o rk . He served sh o rt ed ito ria l 
assignments on the  New Y o rk  T rib u n e  and La Prensa, a Spanish da ily  
se rv in g  the  New Y o rk  area. Early in 1920 he eagerly  accepted an 
o ffe r  to  become managing e d ito r o f the  N a tion .
13L e tte r to  C .C . N ico le t, from  Ernest G ruen ing , e d ito r , The 
N ation . W ashington, D .C .,  22 A p r il 1934.
CHAPTER II 
E d iting  The Nation
By 1920 the  Nation had established its e lf as an a lte rn a tive  to  the 
tra d itio n a l p ress. The libe ra l w eekly magazine dug deep ly in to  sto ries 
about in te rna tiona l p o litics  and economics. I t  covered s to ries  th a t 
o ften  were ignored b y  the  d a ily  papers. I t  stood fo r  c iv il l ib e r ty  and 
fo r  the  cause o f labor.
The Nation had been founded in 1865 by Edwin Lawrence G odkin, 
a newspaper e d ito r who was more in te res ted  in th e  e d ito ria l page than 
w ith  the  news. Godkin sold the  pub lica tion  to  H enry V illa rd , who in 
1917 tu rn e d  i t  over to h is son, Oswald G arrison V il la rd . U nder the 
younger V illa rd  the  magazine took on its  economically libe ra l stance.
The Nation's mix o f ed ito ria l courage, lite ra tu re  and the  a rts  gave i t  
a loyal readersh ip  among educated and professional people.
As managing e d ito r , Ernest G ruen ing  immediately increased his 
in te re s t in U .S . fo re ign  re la tions . L ibera ls had become d is illus ioned  
w ith  P resident Woodrow Wilson's policies in Europe by  the  last months 
of h is a dm in is tra tion . In the  weeks ju s t  before G ruen ing jo ined the  
N ation , the  magazine had attacked the  Versailles T re a ty , the  in s t ru ­
ment by  which peace was resto red  to Europe a fte r World War I . 
E d ito ria ls  charged Wilson w ith  com m itting crimes in the  name o f America 
th ro u g h  his secre t d ip lom acy. The tre a ty , the Nation said, had 
imposed unreasonable burdens on Germany to Satisfy French vengeance.
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The magazine agreed th a t the  tre a ty  should punish those g u ilty  o f 
b r in g in g  w ar to Europe b u t said i t  should punish  " to  heal and re fo rm , 
no t to  k i l l . " ”*
I t  said the  World War would no t end all w ars, th a t th e  f ig h tin g  
solved no th ing  because au tocracy was rep lac ing  dem ocracy, and th a t 
the  League o f Nations encouraged imperialism by  the  g re a t powers o f 
Europe.^
America was moving in to  an era o f s trong  iso la tio n is t sentim ent
a fte r  World War I, and according to Wilson's plan i t  would have a
m inor role in the  League--one vote to  B r ita in 's  s ix . "T he  w orld
wants a league o f n a tio n s ,"  the  Nation said, "b u t a league o f nations
3
w ith o u t the  United States would be a fa rc e ."
The Nation asked, "Does any American in his senses, scanning
the  map o f the w orld  as i t  is tod ay , se rious ly  hope fo r  peace in a
League o f Nations in which the peoples have no voice and in which
4
Germany and Russia . . . have no share?"
The Versa illes T re a ty  and Wilsonian diplomacy were major events 
fo r  the  d a ily  papers as w ell, b u t the  Nation o ffe red  a d if fe re n t p e r­
spective . Its  readers wanted a libe ra l and in te llec tua l in te rp re ta tio n  
o f the  fac ts  th e y  read in newspapers. The Nation d id  no t re p o rt 
o b je c tive ly , b u t i t  had b u ilt  its  repu ta tion  on fa irness  and accuracy.
^ "F o r Honor and fo r  Peace," The N ation , 10 January 1920, p. 30. 
^ I b id .
3 1 b id .
^ Ib id .
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G ruening reviewed Upton S in c la ir 's  The Brass C heck: A S tudy
of American Journalism  fo r  the  Nation's lite ra ry  section tw o months
a fte r he had jo ined the  s ta ff . In i t  he revealed the  reasons th a t the
Nation's b rand  o f jou rna lism  appealed to  him. He denounced S inc la ir 's
assertion th a t all newspapers have ru les against uncom plim entary
re p o rtin g  about ce rta in  people. G ruening acknowledged th a t such
"sacred cows" do e x is t b u t said most papers ignore  them.
As a S ocia lis t, S in c la ir saw a class s tru g g le  w ith in  jou rna lism .
Newspapers were owned b y  cap ita lis ts  and ru n  fo r  a p ro f it  while
e xp lo iting  w orke rs  who were eager to  b rin g  s to ries  o f in jus tices
5perpe tra ted  by  ca p ita lis ts .
G ruening agreed w ith  S in c la ir 's  opin ion th a t the  most successful 
d a ily  papers would p r in t  the  most news and re p o rt i t  im p a rtia lly . He 
concluded w ith  an argum ent fo r  a fin a n c ia lly  independent p ress:
The s tagge ring  cost o f conducting  newspapers makes 
fo r  th e ir  con tro l by  g rea t financ ia l in te re s ts  w ith  special 
purposes to  se rve . On the  o th e r hand, an awakened pub lic  
conscience and an inc re a s in g ly  w idespread acquaintance w ith  
social and economic fundam entals w ill produce an evo lu tion 
in the  press w orld  analagous to  th a t which is a lte r in g  the 
s tru c tu re  o f human soc ie ty . B u t before we can expect 
much p rogress in th is  d ire c tio n , endowment on a large scale 
must be fo rthcom ing  to  make possible a tra n s fe r  o f the  
ultim ate con tro l o f the  press to . its  ed ito rs --m en  o f conscience 
and studen ts  o f pub lic  a ffa irs .
G ruening enjoyed the  Nation's s ta ff and its  many c o n tr i­
bu to rs  as much as he liked  the  magazine's s ty le  o f jou rna lism . In
5
"What Every Newspaperman Know s," The N ation, 17 Ju ly  1920, 
pp . 72-73.
6lb id .
his a u tob iog raphy, Many B a ttle s , he said, " I t  was more than a pleasant
7
g ro u p , i t  was in te lle c tu a lly  the  fas tes t company o f my experien ce ."
Carl Van Doren was lite ra ry  e d ito r. The magazine held poe try  
contests and re g u la r ly  pub lished  w orks by  R obert F ro s t, Edwin 
A rlin g to n  Robinson and many o th e rs . Book review s co n tr ib u te d  by 
scholars and au thors such as Charles Beard, H enry  L. Mencken and 
W .E .B . DuBois covered h is to ry , po litics  and f ic t io n . The Nation 's 
c r it ic s  also reviewed drama, music and a r t .  Extended d iscussions o f 
th a t pe riod 's  im portan t w r ite rs  were inc luded . Van Doren hailed the 
" tra g ic  compassion" o f Edith W harton; he c r itic iz e d  the  "sophom oric" 
characters  in Booth T a rk in g to n 's  novels; and he pra ised Theodore 
D re ise r's  "cosmic p h ilo so p h iz in g ."
C o n tr ib u to rs  included B e rtrand  Russell on contem porary Russia, 
James Weldon Johnson on H a iti, h is to rians  A llan  Nevins and Harold 
Lask i, Heywood B roun , Edna S t. V incen t M illay and Sials Bent.
Mencken jo ined the re g u la r s ta ff ,  w r it in g  a rtic le s  as well as book 
review s.
Russell's tw o -p a rt series on Russia was an a ttem pt to  promote 
unde rs tan d ing  o f th e  re vo lu tio n a ry  Communist regime. He urged re ­
cogn ition  o f Russia and argued th a t i t  should be allowed to  trade  
fre e ly  in the  open m arket. B u t Russell said h is t r ip  to  the  Soviet 
Union changed his fee lings about Communism. He w ent the re  be liev-
^E rnest G ruen ing , Many Battles (L iv e r ig h t :  New Y o rk , 1973),
p . 87.
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ing th a t he was a Communist, b u t la te r denounced i t  as a "c u lt  so 
f irm ly  held th a t fo r  its  sake men are w illin g  to  in f l ic t  w idespread
i,8m is e ry .1
A landm ark case in the  ba ttle  fo r  freedom o f the  press occurred  
d u r in g  G ruen ing 's  managing e d ito rsh ip  o f the  N a tion . In October 
1917 the  U .S . postm aster general revoked the  Milwaukee Leader's 
second-class mailing p r iv ile g e s , and in March 1921 the  U .S . Supreme 
C o u rt upheld th a t decis ion. The postm aster general had determ ined, 
under the  Espionage A c t o f 1917, th a t the  Leader was p r in t in g  non­
mailable m ateria l. W ithout the  second-class mailing ra tes , a paper 
could no t operate com pe titive ly . The Milwaukee Leader had called the 
m ilita ry  d ra ft  u ncons titu tiona l and oppressive  and had reported  th a t 
so ld iers in France were going insane.
The N ation , in an unsigned e d ito r ia l, "The  Supreme C ou rt S trike s
9
at the  P ress ," argued th a t the  Espionage A c t should not be in e ffe c t
in peace tim e. I t  added th a t i t  was u n fa ir  fo r  the  postm aster general
to revoke mailing p riv ileg e s  fo r  an in d e fin ite  period because he expects
the  paper to  continue to  p r in t  undesirab le  m ateria l; th is  ru lin g  gave
the  postm aster general th e  power to  censor the  press.
A re la ted a rtic le  in the  same issue o ffe red  a s im ila r pe rspective :
The correctness o f th is  decision is fa r  less im portan t 
than its  consequences. I t  is nowise lim ited to  w ar cases,
and enables the  postm aster general to  suppress any news­
paper w ith  a few a rtic le s  which are unmailable on any
O
B ertra nd  Russell, "S ov ie t R ussia --1920 ," The N ation, 31 Ju ly  
1920, pp . 121-126.
9The N ation, 28 March 1921, p . 422.
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g ro un d . Thus w ith o u t any ju r y ,  w itho u t any c o u rt . . . 
he can punish by  e x tin c tio n  any period ica l which ven tu res  
to  discuss problems o f sex and fam ily  life  which he considers 
obscene though many o thers  th in k  them va luab le . . . . Such 
a law is u t te r ly  fo re ign  to the  tra d it io n  o f English speaking 
freedom .
The Nation also used th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  c r itc iz e  d a ily  newspapers 
in general and William Randolph Hearst in p a r tic u la r . I t  said many 
people had called fo r  con tro l o f the  press because i t  had been degraded 
by the  Hearst s ty le  o f jou rna lism . I t  said the  H earst papers had p ro ­
voked the  Spanish-Am erican War in 1898 and had encouraged ho s tilitie s  
w ith  o th e r co un trie s . H earst's New Y o rk  Journal had sensationalized 
oppression o f w orke rs  in Cuba by the  Spanish governm ent. I t  was 
th o u g h t by many th a t Journal ed ito ria ls  and d raw ings dep ic ting  Span­
ia rds in Cuba as " te r r ib le  savages" had caused the  United States to 
in te rven e .
The Nation asked w hy the  Milwaukee Leader should s u ffe r  while
th is  " jo u rn a lis tic  pest" was g iven second-class m ailing rates by the
governm ent he had pushed in to  w ar.
G ruening edited "These United S ta tes ," a series o f a rtic le s  in
which the  Nation examined each s ta te . William A llen  White described
re lig ion  and p o litics  in Kansas, where "P u rita n  blood is the  s trong es t 
11c u r r e n t .1
10Zachariah Chafee, J r . ,  "The  Milwaukee Leader C ase," The N ation , 
28 March 1921, p . 428.
11William A llen W hite, "Kansas: A P uritan  S u rv iv a l,"  The N ation ,
19 A p r il 1922, pp . 460-462.
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Mencken called his home state o f M aryland "sa fe , fa t  and uncon- 
12ce rn e d ."  He said i t  "bu lges w ith  norm alcy" and was "th e  ideal
12tow ard which the  re s t o f the  re p ub lic  is s t r iv in g . "
The tone o f "These United S tates" va ried  w ith  each w r ite r .
White and Mencken were jo u rn a lis ts  who w rote  th o ro u g h , a n a ly tica l,
serious pieces. On the  o th e r hand, Sherwood A nderson 's  casual
account o f Ohio had the  elements o f a n a rra tive  sh o rt s to ry :
As I f ig u re  i t  o u t, th in g s  are go ing ju s t  sp le n d id ly  
ove r in Ohio now. Why, nea rly  eve ry  town is a fa c to ry  
town now and some o f them have go t s tree ts  in  them th a t 
would make New Y o rk  o r London o r Chicago s it  up and take 
no tice . What I mean is , almost as many people to  eve ry  
square Toot o f g round  and ju s t  as jammed up and d ir t y  and 
smoky.
O ther a rtic le s  included Zona Gale on W isconsin, Theodore D re iser
on Ind iana, S in c la ir Lewis on M innesota, Willa C ather on Nebraska,
and W .E .B . DuBois on Georgia.
G ruening w rote  the  section on New Y o rk  C ity . He presented a
grim  view  o f a c ity  th a t had fo rced na tu re  to  conform . " I t  has
tunne led  th ro u gh  ro ck , bu ried  rods beneath the  su rface  the  rebe lling
sp rin g s  and streams i t  could not ann ih ila te  . . . squeezing its e lf in to
14endless rows o f rec tang les, as impersonal as p ig  iro n ."
He said the  c ity  was too large and form less fo r  anyone to  love. 
Few people remembered its  heritage  because no th ing  was perm anent.
12H .L . Mencken, "M ary land : Apex o f N orm a lcy," The N ation ,
3 May 1922, pp . 517-519.
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Sherwood A nderson , "O hio : I 'l l Say We've Done W ell," The
N ation , 9 A u gus t 1922, pp . 146-149.
^ E rn e s t  G rue n in g , "New Y o rk : The C ity - -w o rk  o f M an," The
N ation , 29 November 1922, pp . 571-575.
B u ild ings  were construc ted  and to rn  down in a life tim e . " In  lower
New Y o rk  W ashington w alked, and Hamilton and Je ffe rson  and Adam s--
here o u r nation s tru g g le d  in its  in fa n cy --a n d  not a tra ce  rem ains."
B u t the  c ity  had its  own "po ignan t beau ty" and "s p ir itu a l q u a lity .
G ruen ing  suggested th a t New Y o rk  would answer w he the r man would
use h is powers fo r  the  good o f mankind o r "become inc re a s ing ly  the
15slave o f his own machine, h is own c re a tio n ."
CHAPTER III 
The N ation: In te rna tiona l Issues
Immediately a fte r  jo in in g  the  N ation , G ruening became concerned 
about America's m ilita ry  presence in the  C aribbean. The Nation 
asserted in 1920 th a t Haiti and Santo Domingo had been conquered by 
the  United States and were ru led  m ilita r ily  by i t .  A rtic le s  reported  
th a t U .S . marines had to r tu re d  and k illed  natives o f those Latin 
American countries to  p ro te c t U .S . in te res ts  in banking  and sugar 
m ills .
As much as the  Nation deplored Wilsonian diplomacy in Europe, i t
charged th a t U .S . fo re ign  po licy  was even more oppress ive  in the
C aribbean. I t  said "U n ited  States th u g g e ry "  in H aiti and Santo
Domingo was responsib le  fo r  v io la tin g  the  same human r ig h ts  th a t
American so ld iers had fo u g h t to  p reserve  in Europe. "T he  Dom inican,"
one a rtic le  said, "has less independence and few er r ig h ts  than a
-]
Belgian under German occupa tion ."
In 1920 the  Nation reported  th a t the  issue in Santo Domingo began 
unde r P resident Theodore Roosevelt in 1905. The c o u n try 's  national 
deb t had reached $40 m illion , and American banks made large loans to 
i t .  Revolutions th rea tened  the  governm ent, which de fau lted  on some 
loans. O ther American banks len t i t  more money. By 1915 the  g o ve rn ­
ment was so shaky th a t the  U .S . marines stepped in to  p ro te c t American
^"The  Conquest o f Santo Dom ingo," The N ation , 17 Ju ly  1920, 
p . 64.
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investm ents. The U .S . governm ent declared m artia l law in Santo 
Domingo the  nex t yea r.
While the  Nation acknowledged the  need fo r  some financ ia l in te r fe r ­
ence, i t  charged th a t th e re  was no excuse fo r  the  " ru th le s s  suppression
o f e ve ry  in s t itu tio n  o f popu la r governm ent and fo r  the  su b s titu tio n  of
2a m ilita ry  despo tism ."
The Dominican was con tro lled  by the U .S . navy and the  marines, 
a lthough the  nation re ta ined a popu la r leader. The American m ilita ry  
took ove r the  customs houses, a large source o f income fo r  Santo 
Domingo, and censored news u n til 1920. The Nation reported  inc idents 
o f to r tu re  a lleged ly pe rpe tra ted  by the  American m ilita ry  against 
D om inicans.3
James Weldon Johnson's f iv e ^ p a r t series in the  N a tion , "S e lf- 
D eterm in ing H a it i,"  presented an ove rv iew  o f f iv e  years o f American 
m ilita ry  dominance. He reported  th a t the National C ity  Bank o f New 
Y o rk  con tro lled  the  National Bank o f H a iti, and th a t o th e r inves to rs  
were in te rested  in g row ing  cotton and sugar th e re . To p ro te c t those 
deals, Johnson sa id , the  U .S . m ilita ry  in te rvened  in 1915 and declared
4
m artia l law, k illin g  nearly  3,000 d iss ide n t Haitians in f iv e  years.
"The Nation called fo r  immediate w ithdraw al o f U .S . troops  from  
H a iti, re p a ir o f damage to  p ro p e r ty , res to ra tion  o f the  Haitian gove rn -
2 lb id .
3 1 b id .
^James Weldon Johnson, "S e lf-D e te rm in ing  H a it i,"  The N ation ,
28 A u g us t 1920, pp . 286-288.
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merit, and reestablishm ent o f a financ ia l s tru c tu re  w ith o u t in te rfe rence  
by the  national C ity  Bank o f New Y o rk . The magazine said th a t a 
b ipa rtisan  Congressional committee should inves tiga te  American in vo lve ­
ment in Haiti and Santo Domingo. T h a t invo lvem ent 1 [d isso lved ] the  
Haitian parliam ent a t the p o in t o f American bayonets, fo rc in g  u n w illin g  
acceptance o f an ove rbearing  tre a ty  . . . se tting  up an a rb it ra ry
governm ent by  m ilita ry  f ia t ,  k illin g  thousands o f opponents o f ou r 
„5re g im e ."
By mid-1921 the  U .S . Senate had begun to  pay a tten tion  to 
c r itic ism  o f American m artial law in the  C aribbean. The Nation had 
continued to  advocate th a t a b ipa rtisan  Congressional committee s tu d y  
the  s itu a tio n . The Senate organized such a g roup  under Sen. Medill 
McCormick o f I llin o is . The committee tra ve led  to  Haiti and Santo 
Domingo th a t November, and E rnest G ruening w ent along to  re p o rt its  
f in d in g s  fo r  the  N a tion .
G ruen ing 's  f i r s t  re p o rt, "T he  Senators V is it  Haiti and Santo 
Dom ingo," appeared Jan. 4, 1922. He said the  hearings le ft "a t ra il 
o f hope, a n tic ip a tio n , d o u b t, and d isap po in tm en t." G ruening reported  
th a t the  hearings in Port au Prince s ta rte d  bad ly  because the  senators 
announced th e y  would hear the  case in on ly  fo u r  days. Haitians 
immediately suspected another U .S . governm ent whitewash because 
fo u r  days were regarded as inadequate to  review  the  in jus tices  o f s ix 
years o f occupation. B u t Haitian w itnesses d id  te s t ify  to  numerous 
abuses o f th e ir  c iv il r ig h ts  by  the  American m ilita ry .
^ "P itile ss  P u b lic ity  fo r  H a it i,"  The N ation , 6 A u gus t 1920, 
pp . 366-367.
27
They said a state o f fe a r existed among the  people, and th a t many 
would not te s t ify  because o f in tim ida tion  by American so ld ie rs .
The committee th e n , according to  G ruen ing 's  re p o rt, tra ve led  to 
Santo Domingo, where i t  continued to hear testim ony against the  
American occupation. Dominicans argued th a t the  United States was 
in Santo Domingo " in  v io la tion  o f all in te rna tiona l law and tre a tie s ."
One Dominican to ld  the  committee th a t the  United States was com m itting 
an act o f war w ith o u t dec la ra tion . And th a t ac t, he sa id , v io la ted  the 
cons titu tio ns  o f the  United States and the  Dominican R epublic . Dom ini­
cans lis ted  acts o f to r tu re  by Marine Corps o ffic e rs , and G ruening 
confirm ed them th ro u g h  m ilita ry  headquarte rs sources.
"T he re  is the  charge , c lea r, ca tegorica l, com plete," G ruen ing 's  
s to ry  said. " I t  cannot, u n fo rtu n a te ly , be successfu lly  re fu te d ."
The ne x t issue o f the  Nation ca rrie d  G ruen ing 's  in te rv ie w  in 
Santo Domingo w ith  a Catholic a rchb ishop , who said the  American 
occupation was u n ju s tif ie d , adding th a t " i t  seems impossible th a t the  
same people who so generously  poured o u t and shed the  blood o f the 
best o f its  manhood in defense o f l ib e r ty  should at the same time 
de p rive  a small l ib e r ty - lo v in g  people o f th a t same lib e r ty  and indepen­
dence ."^
G ruening seemed skeptica l th a t the  committee's t r ip  to  the C a rib ­
bean would re s u lt in l ib e r ty  fo r  those two small cou n trie s . He said 
the  senators all th o u g h t th e y  got to  the  t r u th  o f the  m atte r and 
promised ju s tic e , b u t th e y  d id  not mention independence.
C
Ernest G ruen ing , "Santo Domingo's C ardinal M e rc ie r,"  The N ation ,
11 January 1922, p . 42.
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"S trange  how d if f ic u lt  th a t one word is fo r  many who rep resen t 
the  c o u n try  th a t made i t  fam ous," he w ro te . " I t  was the  word and 
the  one sentim ent th a t the  Dominicans desired to h e a r."^
In another a rt ic le , "H a iti and Santo Domingo T o d a y ,"  G ruening 
called the  Haitian governm ent a puppe t o f the  American occupation.
He expla ined the  reason fo r  m ilita ry  con tro l in term s th a t w ent beyond 
the  economic advantages fo r  U .S . in ve s to rs . He said th a t marine 
o ffice rs  took the Caribbean fo r  g ra n te d , as i f  i t  were a p ro v in g  
g round  where action aga inst Costa R icans, Panamanians o r N icaraguans 
was commonplace: "M oreover, o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  the  ind iv id u a l o ffic e r
are obv ious ly  fa r  g re a te r under cond itions o f m ilita ry  ru le  than th e y
O
would be a t some du ll post in the  U nited S ta tes ."
G ruening speculated th a t w ith  more overseas action the  marines
could ju s t i fy  a large fo rce  and fa s t prom otions. He denounced Senator
McCormick fo r  accepting the  m ilita ry  view  and recommending 20 more
years o f occupation in H a iti:
"Senator McCormick knows b e tte r . He is in te llig e n t enough to
know th a t w hat we d id  in Haiti in 1915 and in Santo Domingo in 1916
9was d ishonest, indecent and ro t te n ."
He said th a t McCormick favored  more loans to the  Haitian g o ve rn ­
ment th ro u g h  American banks. The loans would be good fo r  in ve s to rs ,
^E rnest G ruen ing , "T he  Senators V is it  Haiti and Santo Dom ingo," 
The N ation , 4 January 1922, pp . 7-10.
g
Ernest G ruen ing , "H a iti and Santo Domingo T o d a y ,"  The N ation ,
8 F ebruary  1922, pp . 147-149.
g
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b u t once th e y  were made the  occupation would have to continue to
p ro te c t American in te re s ts .
In Ju ly  1922 the  Nation p r in te d  two unsigned ed ito ria ls  about the
re su lts  o f the  Senate committee's inves tiga tion  o f Haiti and Santo
Domingo. The f i r s t  c r it ic iz e d  the  committee re p o rt, ca lling  i t  " th e
10expected whitewash w ith  tr im m in g s ."  The re p o rt had recommended
continued occupation o f H a iti, and the reason, according to  the  N ation ,
was to  make Haiti safe fo r  American investm ent. The re p o rt, which
called much o f the  Haitian testim ony u n re liab le , said Haitians favored
American occupation. " I f  American ru le  is a love fe a s t, w hy the  need
11fo r  m artia l law?" the  Nation asked.
B u t i t  was a d if fe re n t s to ry  in Santo Domingo. American forces 
never gained s trong  con tro l o f the  governm ent th e re , as th e y  had in 
H a iti. Resistance remained s tro n g , and the  United States decided to 
re tre a t. A Nation e d ito r ia l, "R e tre a t from  Santo Dom ingo," called fo r  
an admission o f g u ilt  by  the  United States and an o ffe r  to  make 
am ends.12
The issue in Mexico was much the  same as in Haiti and Santo 
Domingo, except th a t a popu la r re vo lu tion  had ins ta lled  a new g o ve rn ­
ment in 1920. P resident A lva ro  Obregon was t r y in g  to  enforce the 
new Mexican co n s titu tio n  and fu l f i l l  the  promises o f the  re v o lu tio n --
m
"Senator McCormick Sees I t  T h ro u g h ,"  The N ation, 12 Ju ly  1922,
p . 32.
11 ,1 ' ib id .
^ " R e tre a t  From Santo Dom ingo," The N ation , 26 Ju ly  1922, P. 85.
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democracy, education, land fo r  the  peasants and the  r ig h t  o f the
w orkers to  organize.
The Nation argued th a t the  Obregon governm ent should be
recognized as a leg itim ate , cons titu tiona l adm in is tra tion . However,
American inves to rs  were heav ily  invo lved in th a t c o u n try , too. The
Nation charged th a t those cap ita lis ts  who con tro lled  m illions o f acres
o f o il- r ic h  Mexican land p re fe rre d  to  keep the  co u n try  in a sta te  o f
b a n k ru p tc y  and re vo lu tio n . They d id  no t want a s trong  centra l
governm ent to  regu la te  th e ir  a c tiv it ie s  and make them pay taxes.
American banke rs , the  Nation contended, wanted to  see continued
financ ia l in s ta b ility  so th e y  could lend large sums on th e ir  own term s.
Th is  was the  "hand fu l o f American gentlemen" th a t b locked recogn ition  
13o f O bregon.
G ruen ing le ft as managing e d ito r o f the  Nation and tra ve led  to  
Mexico to  view  the  s itua tion  f i r s t  hand. With the  Nov. 8, 1922, 
issue, Freda K irchw ey became managing e d ito r and G ruen ing  moved to 
associate e d ito r. The Nation p r in te d  h is repo rts  from  Mexico, and 
the  f i r s t  appeared the  fo llow ing  May. The stories were a n a ly tica l, 
in te rp re tiv e  and th o ro u g h . G ruen ing explained the  s itu a tion  in 
Mexico from  a c u ltu ra l and h is to rica l p o in t o f v iew .
He began by saying he had gone to  Mexico be liev ing  in  the  need 
fo r  recogn ition  o f the  Obregon governm ent by  the  United S tates. B u t 
fo u r  months the re  had changed his m ind. He asserted th a t non­
recogn ition  was the  best because i t  had in s tille d  in Mexicans the  be lie f
^ "R e co g n ize  O b reg on ," The N ation , 1 June 1921, p . 780.
th a t th e y  could su rv ive  a lo n e --th a t th e y  could live  w ith o u t help from
a pow erfu l na tion . G ruening said Obregon had inh e rite d  a society in
which i ll i te ra c y , p o ve rty  and co rru p tio n  were commonplace. He
be lieved, how ever, th a t Obregon had begun to bu ild  se lf-re liance
where ignorance, co rru p tio n  and m ilita rism  had stood fo r  400 years :
"W ith the  non -in te rfe re nce  o f h igh -pow er 'developm ent1 th e re  is
em erging a d if fe re n t sense o f va lues, a rea liza tion  o f the  in h e re n t
14. . . poss ib ilities  o f Mexico i ts e lf . "
G ruen ing believed th a t Obregon was accomplishing the  ideals o f
the  revo lu tion  and th a t the  coming generations would "recogn ize  his
adm in is tra tion  as one o f the  notable co n s tru c tive  elements in the
15h is to ry  o f th is  hem isphere."
14Ernest G ruen ing , "W ill Mexico Be Recognized?" The N ation , 23 
May 1923, pp . 589-591.
CHAPTER IV 
A Book on Mexico, A S u it A ga inst Hearst
G ruen ing  re tu rned  to New Y o rk  and continued to w rite  a rtic les  
about Mexico. His in te re s t in th a t c o u n try 's  a ffa irs  w idened, and on 
O ct. 10, 1923, he le ft the  Nation to  w rite  a h is to ry  o f Mexico. Re­
search fo r  the  book took him across the  b o rde r several tim es, and 
Mexico and its  H eritage was pub lished in 1928.
The New Republic called the  book "a treasu re  house o f in fo rm a­
tio n "  and "th e  most successfu l a ttem pt tow ard exp la in ing  Mexico in 
p r in t . "  B u t the  rev iew er c ited some shortcom ings. He said th a t 
G ruen ing  was no t analytica l enough in some pa rts  and too biased in 
o th e rs . In his attem pt to be ob jective  in p o litic s , he produced an 
account o f va ried  op in ions w ith  no "cons is tency o f s ty le  and in te rp re ­
ta tion  ."
The rev iew er said G ruen ing revealed a bias aga inst the  Catholic
C hurch  in Mexico by in te rv ie w in g  on ly  those p rie s ts  who c r it ic iz e d  the
ch u rch . He also charged the  a u tho r w ith  making judgm ents "w h ich  he
2
him self repud ia tes on the  n e x t page ."
G ruen ing  responded w ith  a le tte r , which the  New Republic p rin te d  
Dec. 26, 1928. He said the  rev iew er d id  not understand  th a t C a tho li­
cism in Mexico could not be compared to  Catholicism  in the  United
i
F rank Tannenbaum, "V iva  M exico," The New R epub lic , 12 
December 1928, pp . 108-109.
2 lb id . '
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States. He denied being one-sided in se lecting material and said th a t
i f  the  rev iew er knew o f sources he overlooked, " le t him produce the
3
a u th o ritie s  and quote from  th e m ."
The S a tu rday Review d id  no t see those problems w ith  G ruen ing 's
book. I t  said the  au tho r "w rite s  . . . w ith  courage b u t not malice,
w ith o u t adherance to d o c tr in a ire  b ias. . . .  I t  requ ires  judgm ent and
courage to  succeed in  such a ta s k ."  The rev iew er c r it ic iz e d  o n ly  the
book's le n g th , saying th a t some chapters  could have been om itted .
He considered G ruen ing 's  trea tm en t o f the  Catholic C hurch  tru e  and 
4
im p a rtia l.
In 1924 G ruening served as d ire c to r o f p u b lic ity  fo r  P rogresssive 
P arty  p res iden tia l candidate R obert LaFollette o f W isconsin. LaFollette 's 
ru n n in g  mate was Sen. B u rton  K. Wheeler o f Montana.
G ruen ing 's  in te re s t in Mexico resu lted  in two law su its , both 
in itia te d  by  him and both ending in h is fa v o r. One was aga inst the  
Chicago T rib u n e  in 1923. The o th e r charged the  pow erfu l William 
Randolph H earst w ith  lib e l. G ruen ing summarized both cases in a 
le tte r  to  a fr ie n d  in 1927:
"The  Chicago T rib u n e  had me invo lved  in a B o lshevik  consp iracy 
to  tu rn  ove r th is  e n tire  hemisphere to  Moscow th ro u gh  Mexico C ity ,
5
I th in k  th e y  re a lly  believed what th e y  had p r in te d ."
3
E rnest G ruen ing , le tte r  to  th e  e d ito r , The New R epub lic , 26 
December 1928, pp . 166-167.
4
H e rb e rt Ingram P ries tle y , "The  Dregs o f C o lon ia lism ," S a tu rday 
Review , 3 November 1928, pp . 314-315.
5
L e tte r to  John B a rry  from  E rnest G ruen ing , e d ito r Portland 
Evening News, P o rtland , Maine, 2 December 1927.
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G ruening to ld  how two inve s tig a to rs  from  the T rib u n e  followed 
him th ro u g h  Mexico as he conducted research fo r  h is a rtic le s  and 
book. They p lanned, he sa id , to  ge t copies o f the  c reden tia ls  they  
th o u g h t he ca rrie d  from  the  T h ird  Communist In te rn a tiona le . The 
T rib u n e  said G ruen ing was a member o f a consp iracy to tu rn  ove r 
Mexico and the  re s t o f the  West to  Communist Russia. G ruen ing sued, 
and the  T rib u n e  settled  ou t o f c o u rt fo r  $15,000. He to ld  h is fr ie n d ,
C
" I am w illin g  to be called a B o lshevik  a t any time fo r  th a t am ount."
The law su it aga inst Hearst was fa r  more complex. H earst held 
vas t resources o f m ineral and tim ber p ro p e rty  in M e x ico --by  H earst's 
own estimation valued a t $4 m illion . The investm ents were shaky 
because o f the  po litica l tu rm o il in C entra l America. U nder P lu tarco 
Elias Calles, O bregon's successor, ag ra rian  reform s were p lacing large 
tra c ts  o f land in the  hands o f the  peasants, and Hearst had lost a 
few  pa rce ls . Hearst b iog raphe r W .A . Swanberg w rote  th a t the  H earst 
papers had pra ised Calles in hopes th a t the  Mexican p re s id e n t would 
be k ind  to H earst. Meanwhile, W ashington lobby is ts  rep resen ting  
American inves to rs  in Mexico were labeling Calles a B o lshevik  and 
ca lling  fo r  armed in te rve n tio n . "H ea rs t's  own career dem onstrated 
th a t a t in te rv a ls  he could be depended on to  do something approach­
ing lu n a c y ,"  Swanberg w ro te . "B y  1927 he was o ve rd u e ."
Hearst learned o f the  existence o f some documents, p u rp o rte d  to 
be from  the  Mexican governm ent, th a t revealed p lots by  Calles to
6 I b id .
^W .A. Sw anberg, C itizen H earst (C harles S c rib n e r's  & Sons:
New Y o rk , 1961), p. 395.
wage w ar aga inst the  United S ta tes, to  promote Communism and to b rib e  
U .S . senators and news e d ito rs  to  aid in the  p lo t. They were fo r  sale, 
and H earst bough t them fo r  $20,000 and p r in te d  them , w ith  no attem pt 
a t v e r if ic a tio n , in his newspapers. The documents appeared in in s ta ll­
ments beg inn ing  Nov. 24, 1927. A month la te r he p r in te d --w ith o u t
naming names--a document th a t accused fo u r  U .S . senators o f ta k in g
8more than $1.1 m illion to promote the  Calles scheme.
G ruening and Nation p u b lish e r Oswald G arrison V illa rd  were
charged in the  p r in te d  documents w ith  hav ing  taken money from
Calles to spread propaganda. The papers asserted th a t Calles paid
G ruening $10,000 in 1926 to  help the  Mexican p re s iden t co n ve rt a
g roup  o f s tr ik in g  English coal m iners to  Communism. C alling  the
allegation "an absolu te  and outrageous l ie ,"  G ruening sued. He to ld
re p o rte rs  th a t "such a le tte r  could on ly  have been conceived in the
fa n ta s tic  im agination o f the  fo rg e r and the  yellow  jo u rn a lis ts  w ork ing  
9in u n iso n ."
The U .S . Senate immediately began an inves tiga tion  and called 
Hearst to  te s t ify .  He adm itted th a t he had not checked the  a u th e n ti­
c ity  o f the  documents o r even consulted another source. He believed 
th a t no money a c tu a lly  had changed hands and said the  reason he d id  
not p r in t  the  senators ' names was ou t o f fea r o f lib e l. The names 
were revealed d u rin g  the  hearings.
8 lb id . ,  p . 397.
9"G ruen ing  Denies H earst C ha rges ," A tlan ta  C o n s titu tio n , 23 
November 1927, page not ava ilable .
The documents had been fo rged  by amateurs who made Spanish
spe lling  and grammatical e rro rs  th a t no Mexican bu reaucra t would
have committed.
"To any inform ed p e rso n ,"  G ruening w ro te , " th e y  are laugh- 
10
a b le ."  He se ttled  ou t o f c o u rt fo r  $75,000.
Sen. George N o rris  o f N ebraska, one o f the  fo u r  leg is la tors
accused o f ta k in g  a b r ib e , w ro te  H earst a le tte r , which the  New Y o rk
Times p r in te d  Dec. 20, 1927. He called H earst "u n fa ir  and d ishonest"
11and "e n tire ly  w itho u t h o n o r."
He said th a t H earst's motives were to  promote war and revo lu tion
to p ro te c t h is investm ents in Mexico: " In  o th e r w ords, fo r  the  sake
o f y o u r financ ia l investm ent, you were no t o n ly  w illin g  to  ru in  the 
repu ta tion  o f honest and innocent men b u t you were w illin g  to  p lunge 
o u r c o u n try  in to  war w ith  a fr ie n d ly  n e ig h b o r."
N o rris  concluded th a t "th e  H earst system o f newspapers, sp read­
ing like  a venomous web to  all pa rts  o f o u r c o u n try , cons titu tes  the
12sewer system o f American jo u rn a lism ."
10
L e tte r to John B a rry , 2 December 1927. 
^ N e w  Y o rk  T im es, 20 December 1927, p. 18.
CHAPTER V 
S ta rtin g  a Newspaper
P o rtland , Maine, in 1927 had th re e  new spapers--the  Evening
E xpress, the Press-H era ld  and the  Sunday Te legram . A ll th re e  in
th a t c ity  o f 52,000 were owned by  Guy P. G annett. C .H . T obey, a
p u b lishe r who had owned a num ber o f New England papers, wanted to
s ta r t in Portland an independent paper th a t would coun te r the  tre n d
tow ard consolidation o f ow nersh ip . Tobey was w ith  the  Boston H e ra ld ,
where G ruening had w orked 13 years e a rlie r, and he had fo llowed the
jo u rn a lis t's  career. He knew o f G ruen ing 's  libe ra l conv ic tions and his
e d ito r ia l-w r it in g  s k ills . G ruen ing w rote th a t "T obey 's  in te re s t in the
m atte r was per se a s trong  recommendation to  m e."
Tobey and a g roup  o f in ve s to rs , inc lud ing  Maine G overnor Ralph
B rew ste r and h is law p a rtn e r, Phil Chapman, asked G ruen ing to  e d it
the  d a ily . The g roup  was in te res ted  both in the  p ro f i t  po ten tia l o f
an independent paper and in the  need fo r  an opposing v iew p o in t.
"T h e y  asked me to  become e d ito r under cond itions th a t were em inently
2
acceptab le ," G ruening said. " I could do no th ing  else b u t come."
The f i r s t  issue o f the  Portland Evening News was p r in te d  O ct. 3,
3
1927, and the  e d ito r saw "a long, hard f ig h t  ahead." The th ree
-l
Le tte r to  R ichard J. Walsh from  Ernest G ruen ing , e d ito r , Portland 
Evening News, P o rtland , Maine, 20 O ctober 1927.
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established papers were con tro lled  by Samuel J. In s u ll, an e le c tr ic - 
u t i l i t y  fin a n c ie r from  Chicago.
Portland was a conserva tive  c ity ,  and G ruen ing  wasted no time 
ra is ing  con trove rs ia l issues and ta k in g  lib e ra l stands. When several 
se rv ice  clubs tr ie d  to  p re ve n t p a c ifis t Lucia Ames Mead from  speaking, 
the  News supported  her views and her r ig h t  to  free  speech. The 
paper also argued successfu lly  fo r  re ta in ing  the  p rim a ry  election 
system in Maine, w hile o th e r papers opposed i t .
A t f i r s t  the  News was able to  p r in t  on ly  16 pages, b u t i t  soon 
acqu ired  equipm ent to  handle w hat G ruening called " th e  flood o f 
a d v e r t is in g ."^  By A p r il ,  1928, c ircu la tio n  reached 20,000.
" I f  the  tid e  o f consolidation can be successfu lly  bucked h e re ,"  
G ruen ing  w ro te , " th e re  is no reason i t  cannot be in f i f t y  o th e r c ities  
the  size o f P o rtland , o r la rg e r.
G ruen ing 's  experience on the  Nation is eas ily  seen in the  pages 
o f the  Portland Evening News. He s ta rted  a l ite ra ry  section and was 
determ ined to  make i t  the  most d is tingu ished  lite ra ry  page in New 
England. W riting  to  a h is to rian  asking him to  review  a book fo r  the 
News, G ruening said:
I am t ry in g  to  shake up th is  community a b it  and get 
them away from  the  conventional pap th e y  have been g e t­
t in g . I w ant v e ry  much to make them feel th a t th e y  are 
g e ttin g  something w orthw h ile  and have them draw n to  ou r 
book page and stim ulate th e ir  desire  fo r  books.
4 I b id .
5 1 b id . 
fi Le tte r to William E. Woodward from  E rnest G ruen ing , e d ito r, 
Portland Evening News, P o rtland , Maine, 12 December 1927.
39
G ruen ing  complained th a t Maine socie ty was centered on serv ice
clubs such as R otary and K iwanis. Many people objected to the
e d ito r 's  libera lism  and his association in 1924 w ith  R obert LaFollette.
" I t 's  not th a t th e y 're  rea c tio n a ry , b u t th e y  have no t had a chance to
7
learn a lo t o f th in g s  th a t are happening in the  w o r ld ."
G ruen ing stressed p rogress ive  goals fo r  Portland and its  economy.
He w rote th a t the  way to become a m etropolis was to th in k  and act
like  one. He pushed fo r  a "G rea te r P o rtland" th a t would annex the
s ix  su rro u n d in g  communities in to  one c ity  o f 115,000. G reater P o rtland ,
he p re d ic te d , would command a pow erfu l voice in New England and
p rov ide  a b e tte r se ttin g  fo r  in d u s try .
Censorsh ip  con fron ted  G ruening in Portland as i t  had in Boston.
A fte r  a rgu ing  on beha lf o f Lucia Ames Mead, he con fron ted  a s h e r if f
who wanted to re s tr ic t  ce rta in  film s:
Censorsh ip is in accord n e ith e r w ith  American tra d itio n  
no r w ith  the  s p ir i t  o f the  age. I t  savors o f past times and 
o th e r lands where people were d e lib e ra te ly  kep t in the  d a rk  
by autocracies, o liga rch ies and h ie ra rch ie s . The danger o f 
abuse o f censorsh ip  is always fa r  g re a te r than  the  danger 
o f abuse by p ic tu res  o r p r in t .  . . . The best censor is , g 
a fte r  a ll, the  good taste  and common sense o f the  c it iz e n ry .
The News then quoted the  s h e r if f  as claim ing he had no argum ent
w ith  the  press o r fre e  speech, o n ly  w ith  ob jectionable film s . B u t
G ruening asked how a man could fa v o r one form  o f censorsh ip  and
d isapprove  ano ther. He said all re s tr ic tio n s  o f free  expression are
w rong and the  press guards aga inst re s tr ic tio n  on all leve ls.
71 b id .
8"No C ensorship Needed," Portland Evening, News, 9 November 
1927, p . 6.
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The Portland Evening News reported  e xc itin g  issues b u t o ffe red  
an u n insp ired  layou t by modern s tandards. The f ro n t  page was 
c lu tte re d  w ith  column ru le s , tombstoned headlines and o ften  up to  20 
s to rie s . S ky line  and banner headlines appeared o ften  on th e  same 
cove r, w ith  the  sky lin e  in ita lic s . The s to ry  th a t w ent w ith  the 
banner headline was the  day 's top s to ry  and u sua lly  ran in the  two 
r ig h t-h a n d  columns. B u t i t  o ften  was hard to  f in d  the  s to ry  th a t 
accompanied the  sk y lin e . I t  sometimes appeared in the  upper le ft 
under the  banner, b u t o ften  was found in the  m iddle o f the  page.
Each headline deck was indented and subheads were tw o -, th re e - o r 
fo u r-d e c k  pyram ids. Im portan t s to ries ca rrie d  two o r th re e  subheads 
in  bold typ e . Many times the  cover had no photos, b u t when p ic tu res  
were used, th e y  often were crowded near the  to p . There  was no 
apparen t e ffo r t  to balance photos across the  page.
The News advertised  th a t i t  had a " v ir i le  ed ito ria l page ." Its  
design was more a ttra c tiv e  than the  f ro n t  page. Column ru les were 
used, b u t column w id th  va rie d . The masthead appeared ove r G ruen ing 's  
tw o-co lum n-w ide  ed ito ria l op in ions on the  le ft s ide. A three-co lum n 
cartoon, about s ix  inches deep, occupied the  top  r ig h t  co rne r. O ther 
fe a tu re s , such as le tte rs  to  the  e d ito r, guest e d ito ria ls  and "D a ily  
Health T a lk ,"  appeared re g u la r ly . G ruening la te r gave the page more 
personal touches w ith  book reviews o f po litica l im portance and guest 
op in ions. E d ito ria ls  ran on page Six behind spo rts  fo r  about the  f i r s t  
two months o f pu b lica tio n , then the  ed ito ria ls  were moved to page fo u r .
Design on o th e r ins ide pages depended on a d v e rtis in g . Page 
tw o , a national p o litics  section, fea tu red  more photos than page one 
d id . The paper also had sections fo r  finance , women and socie ty, 
state news, rad io , comics and th e a te r and film  rev iew s. Sports had 
tw o pages. In te rna tiona l news go t l it t le  coverage. The News sub ­
scribed to th e  United Press.
CHAPTER VI 
A Newspaper F ights E lectric  U tilit ie s
G ruen ing 's  e ffo r t  to  save the  p rim a ry  e lection system in Maine 
was the  f i r s t  ba ttle  in h is f iv e -y e a r w ar aga inst e le c tric  u t i l i t ie s . On 
the  surface i t  was a po litica l ques tion ; the  main opponents o f the  p r i ­
mary system were the  u t il i t ie s . Water pow er, Maine's most im portan t 
resource, had been in d ispu te  since colonial days when lum ber, g ra in  
and te x tile  m ills fo u g h t fo r  the  best s ites . H y d ro e le c tr ic ity  began to 
replace co a l-fire d  steam in the  e a rly  1900s.
In 1909 the Maine Leg is la tu re  passed the  Fernald Law, which 
p ro h ib ite d  h y d ro e le c tr ic ity  p roducers from  se lling  power outside the  
sta te . The law pro tected  the  sta te 's  resources and assured th a t 
in d u s try  and home consumers would no t be deprived  i f  p ro fits  from  
exported  e le c tr ic ity  were g re a te r than those from  power sold a t home.
The law was unchallenged u n til 1926 when a g roup  o f in ve s to rs , 
headed by Samuel Insu ll o f Chicago, bough t the  C entra l Maine Power 
Co. Insu ll owned u tilit ie s  in Verm ont, New Hampshire and o th e r sta tes. 
With C entra l Maine, Insu ll also bough t the  lo ya lty  o f W alter S. Wyman 
and Guy P. G annett o f th a t u t i l i t y .  G annett also owned fo u r  Maine 
newspapers. I t  was clear to  G ruening th a t Insu ll wanted Maine's w ater 
power to  supp ly  e le c tr ic ity  to  h is o th e r New England u t il i t ie s . To do 
th a t lega lly  would have requ ired  repeal o f the  Fernald Law. In su ll's  
qu icke s t path to  th a t goal would have been to  s u b v e rt the  electoral
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process by abo lish ing  the popu lar p rim a ry  and packing the  state 
governm ent w ith  as many o f his sym path izers as possib le. The p a rty  
convention system of choosing candidates would have served h is p u r ­
poses b e tte r than p rim a ry  e lections.
With fo u r  p rom inent new spapers--th ree  in Portland and the 
W aterv ille  S en tine |- -u n d e r  h is in flu ence , Insu ll had an exce llent chance 
to  sway p ub lic  op in ion . B u t Maine G overnor Ralph B rew ste r and fo r ­
mer G overnor Percival B ax te r opposed the  repeal. They argued th a t 
Insu ll would use i t  as a step tow ard lega liz ing power e x p o rt and be­
yond th a t would lie h is domination o f the  sta te 's  u ti li t ie s  and in d u s try . 
B ax te r said a fte r  the  vote th a t i f  the  p rim a ry  had been repealed, 
"Maine would be governed by  a g roup  o f men you could p u t w ith in  the
i
boundaries o f th is  c a rp e t."
The Portland Evening News reported  th a t Insu ll had acquired
about 75 pe rcen t o f Maine's p ub lic  u ti li t ie s  and th a t those investm ents
2were w orth  "somewhere between $60,000 and $75,000." I t  said Insu ll 
had bough t a rad io  sta tion  in Maine and had placed Walter Wyman at 
its  head.
G ruening said the  p a rty  convention system was a step backward 
from  the  prim aries and would remove the  people from  the  po litica l 
process.
Percival B a x te r, unpub lished re p o rt in G ruen ing 's  scrapbook, 
unda ted .
2
"Maine and the  Power Issu e ," Portland Evening News, 23 
November 1927, p. 6.
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The vo te rs  re jected the  proposal and the  Portland Evening News
took a share o f the  c re d it fo r  the  outcome though  i t  had been in
business less than a month. The Lewiston (Maine) Journal said the
"de fea t o f the  p rim a ry  was accomplished by the  Portland Evening News,
and in record  tim e --say  less than two weeks. O ften i t  takes o n ly  a
3
word o f a u th o r ity  to  sw ing a s ta te ."
G ruen ing soon took up th e  cause o f the  te x tile  in d u s try  in Maine. 
These m ills had been closing in New England and b u ild in g  p lan ts  in 
the  South . The in d u s try  claimed th a t low wages and longer w ork ing  
hours made places like  N orth  Carolina a ttra c tiv e  to  business. B u t 
G ruen ing said the  power in te res ts  were causing th e  s h if t .  He quoted 
an economist's be lie f th a t the  cost o f e le c tr ic ity  was d r iv in g  in d u s try  
south . He said th a t nearby Canada was se lling  power cheaper than 
Maine's u t ilit ie s  could produce i t .
" I t 's  h igh time Maine understood how much i t  costs to  produce 
e le c tr ic ity  in Canada and how much i t  costs in Maine and w h y ,"  he 
w ro te . He suggested th a t Maine's power resources were being d is ­
guised so th a t people d id  not know how much i t  cost to  produce o r 
4
sell e le c tr ic ity .
In a le tte r  to  V illa rd  o f the  N a tion , G ruen ing called his a ttack  
on the  u tilit ie s  "a new de pa rtu re  in d a ily  newspaper ed ito ria l w r it in g ."  
He said i t  was "th e  f i r s t  time I know o f in which a d a ily  has d ire c t ly
3
Lewiston (M aine) J o u rn a l, c lip p in g , date not ava ilable.
4"Power and the  T e x tile  In d u s try ,"  Portland Evening News,
5 November 1927, p . 6.
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attacked the  fin a nc ia l s tru c tu re  o f the  power com panies--not a b s tra c tly
5
- - b u t  the  v e ry  power companies th a t are opera ting  in th is  com m un ity ."
Samuel Insu lt and h is b ro th e r M artin  began to  u rge  passage o f a 
law, the  S m ith -C arlton  A c t, th a t would cancel the  Fernald Law and allow 
power e x p o rt. S m ith -C arlton  passed the  sta te Leg is la tu re  under a new 
g o ve rn o r, William G a rd ine r, b u t a re ferendum  was requ ired  before i t  
could be passed in to  law. The referendum  was set fo r  Sept. 9, 1929, 
b u t the  newspaper battles began a year before th a t.
G ruen ing maintained th a t the  u tili t ie s  wanted Maine's power so 
th e y  could con tro l d is tr ib u t in g  companies in su rro u n d in g  sta tes.
In su ll's  goal, according to G ruen ing , was to  bu ild  t ie r  upon t ie r  o f 
ho ld ing  companies th a t would p rov ide  no services to  the p u b lic , b u t 
would tra d e  stock and revenues among themselves w hile consumers 
paid the  b ills .
The company p roduc ing  e le c tr ic ity  occupied the  bottom o f the  
ho ld ing-com pany pyram id . G ruening contended th a t i f  th a t company 
were no t owned by  a succession o f o th e r companies, i t  would show an 
enormous p ro f i t  th a t the  pu b lic  would not accept. So a fte r paying 
d iv idends to  its  shareho lders, the  p roduc ing  company passed the  
p ro fits  to  a d is tr ib u t in g  company. T h a t company paid its  shareholders 
and passed the  rem aining p ro fits  to  y e t another ho ld ing  company, 
which d id  the  same. G ruening speculated th a t a fte r  the  last ho ld ing  
company received its  share, the re  s t il l existed "a residue fo r  common 
stock d iv idends fo r  the  tru e  owners (who are not the  p u b lic , b u t a
^L e tte r to  Oswald G arrison V illa rd  from  Ernest G ruen ing , e d ito r, 
Portland Evening News, P o rtland , Maine, 28 September 1928.
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few in d iv id u a ls ) ."  He said the  stock d iv idends paid to  as many as
fiv e  ho ld ing  companies p lus bond in te re s t, salaries and serv ice  charges
produced u t i l i t y  ra tes th a t were fa r  from  fa ir .
G ruening reported  in h is column th a t the  C entra l Maine Power Co.
paid d iv idends  o f 19 and one -ha lf pe rcen t on stock owned by the  New
England Public Serv ice Co. The la tte r  was a ho ld ing  company th a t
perform ed no se rv ice .
" I t  may be alleged by the  power ow nersh ip  th a t the  ho ld ing
company supplies advice , sage counsel, management, c re d it and
w ha tno t. B u t the  fa c t is th a t i t  is c h ie fly  a device fo r  skimming 
i.7cream ."
He said the  New England Public Service Co. was owned by  the  
National E lec tric  Power Co. to  which i t  paid bond in te re s t and stock 
d iv id e nd s .
Again th is  National E lec tric  Power Company perform s 
no se rv ice . How could i t  be se rious ly  alleged even were we 
to adm it th a t the  f i r s t  ho ld ing company rendered some serv ice  
in the  m atter o f sound advice , sage counsel, management and 
c re d it to  the  p roduc ing  company . . . th a t th is  a d v is in g , 
m anaging, sagely counselling and c re d it p roduc ing  ho ld ing 
company is in tugn in need o f adv ice , sage counsel, manage­
ment and cred it?
And the  top o f th is  s tru c tu re  was the  National L ig h t and Power 
Co. owned by M iddle West U tilit ie s . The ch ie f s tockho lders o f M iddle 
West were Samuel and M artin  Insu ll o f Chicago.
C
"T e ll Us M r. M cQ uarrie ," Portland Evening News, 28 September 
1928, p . 4.
^ "O u r Power P rogram ," Portland Evening News, 12 O ctober 1928,
p . 4.
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G ruening maintained th a t i f  u t ilit ie s  were allowed to  e x p o rt 
Maine's pow er, transm ission lines would be b u ilt  a t the  consumers' 
expense. Maine res idents  would have h ig h e r rates and reduced 
services as w ealthy customers in o the r areas demanded more pow er.
The issue became more intense as the  Insu ll in te res ts  tr ie d  to 
suppress the  Portland Evening News. A ccord ing  to  G ruen ing , a free  
press had been v ir tu a lly  unknown in P o rtland , and the  people had 
been to ld  on ly  w hat the  papers considered good fo r  them . G overnor 
B re w ste r, a law p a rtn e r o f News p a rt-o w n e r Phil Chapman, had been 
maligned in the  In su ll-co n tro lle d  G annett papers fo r  opposing power 
e x p o rt. G ruen ing , how ever, re fe rre d  to  B rew ste r p r iv a te ly  as "e n ­
ligh ten ed , honest, p rogress ive  and fea rless , and the  ty p e  o f man
9
Maine sore ly  needs."
B rew ste r lost the  g o ve rno rsh ip  in 1928 to  William G a rd ine r, who
had declared h im self favo rab le  to  e xp o rt. The Gannett papers called
B rew ste r "B o lsh e v ik " and " ra d ic a l."  In B rew ste r's  w ords , " th e y
devoted themselves to  the  attem pt to  de s tro y  my in fluence  and s tand-
10ing w ith  a meleavolence [s ic ] th a t has never been concealed."
G annett's  Portland Evening Express ran a series o f p ro file s  o f 
Maine leaders who favored  e x p o rt. The Express drew  a line between 
these so lid , fo rw a rd -lo o k in g  c itizens and rad ica l o b s tru c tio n is ts . 
Comparing one "successfu l business man" who favored e x p o rt to  one
9
Le tte r to  Edward Keating from  E rnest G ruen ing , e d ito r , Portland 
Evening News, P o rtland , Maine, 22 June 1928.
10U npublished memorandum from  G overnor Ralph O. B re w s te r, 
date no t ava ilab le .
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o f the  spokesmen in oppos ition , the  Express asked "whose judgm ent is
lik e ly  to  be the  b e tte r, M r. C u rtis  o r th a t o f a paid rad ica l and 
11
Communist?"
G annett's  papers maintained th a t on ly  su rp lu s  power would be
exported  and th a t e xp o rt would p rov ide  low u t i l i t y  rates and taxes
and would create jobs . The Portland Press-H era ld  charged th a t the
campaign aga inst S m ith -C arlton  was being conducted from  ou ts ide  the
sta te  by  h ig h ly  paid law yers. The P ress-H era ld  suggested th a t
corpora tions and in te re s t g roups w ith  po litica l motives ou ts ide  Maine
were fina nc ing  the  campaign. The paper d id  not mention specific
g roups o r m otives.
G ruen ing challenged the  P ress-H era ld  to  produce the  name of
any law yer ou ts ide  Maine who was paid to  oppose S m ith -C a rlton . He
o ffe red  the  r iv a l paper $75 i f  i t  could name any such law yer, co rpo ra -
12tio n  o r in te re s t g ro up . The Evening News never had to  w r ite  the 
check.
The G annett papers were not the  on ly  Maine papers to  su p po rt 
In su ll's  e ffo r ts  to legalize power e xp o rt. The B ridg ton  News charged 
th a t a rad ica l press was c rea ting  h o s tility  aga inst b ig business. I t  
asked, [a re  we] "go ing  to  do o u r p a r t in b u ild in g  up the  in d u s tr ia l 
life  o f the  state o r h in d e r in e ve ry  way possible an organ iza tion  which
11 "One Side and the  O th e r,"  Portland Evening E xpress,
7 September 1929, p . 4.
^ "$ 7 5  R ew ard ," Portland Evening News, 27 Ju ly  1929, p . 4.
49
is e xe rtin g  e ve ry  e ffo r t  to  bu ild  up the  d y in g  in d u s tr ie s  and to
13a ttra c t new m anufactu ring?"
The Express tr ie d  to  p lay down Samuel In su ll's  ro le in the  power
s tru g g le , ca lling  him "a man liv in g  in Chicago who chances to  be
in te rested  in pub lic  u tilit ie s  s e c u r it ie s ."  I t  re fe rre d  to  Insu ll as "a
14p e rfe c tly  innocent and o rd in a ry  business m an."
One o f G ruen ing 's  most conv inc ing  pieces o f evidence aga inst the 
"innocen t and o rd in a ry "  Insu ll emerged more than a year before the 
re fe rendum . He exposed a p lo t by  u t i l i t y  owners to fa ls ify  a re p o rt 
on h yd ro e le c tr ic  ra tes . Residence u t i l i t y  rates in Maine were 7 .4  
cents pe r k ilo w a tt-h o u r in 1926. In ne ighboring  O n ta rio , Canada, 
consumers paid 1.6 cents per kw h. E .A . S tew art o f the  U n iv e rs ity  
o f Minnesota trave led  to  O ntario  to s tu d y  e le c tric  ra tes , and he re ­
tu rn e d  w ith  a re p o rt th a t ju s t if ie d  the  U .S . ra tes . S tew art reported  
th a t on ly  a few farm ers in O nta rio  had e le c tr ic ity , and o n ly  those in 
the  r ich e s t p a r t o f the  p rov ince , and O ntario  fa rm ers were fo rced  to 
s ign long -te rm  and o ften  burdensome con trac ts  fo r  power. He con­
cluded th a t,  all th in g s  considered, e le c tr ic ity  was no more a ffo rdab le  
in O nta rio  than i t  was in the  United States.
G annett's  Portland  P ress-H era ld h ig h lig h te d  S tew art's  evidence
and conclusions and said th a t "no m iracle o f cheap power is being
16
o ffe red  in O n ta r io ."
^ B r id g to n  (Maine) News, 6 September 1929, p . 4.
14Portland Evening E xp re ss , 13 September 1929, p . 4.
15"O n ta rio 's  'Cheap' Pow er," Portland P ress-H era ld 17 F ebruary  
1928, p . 8 .
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Four months la te r the  Portland Evening News devoted a fu ll page to
the  s to ry  and revealed its  own fin d in g s . The page faced the  ed ito ria l
section and re p rin te d  the  P ress-H era ld 's  "Cheap Power" ed ito ria l w ith
copies o f checks issued to  Professor S tew art b y  a Minnesota u t i l i t y .
U .S . u t ilit ie s  had paid S tew art nea rly  $400 to produce a re p o rt th a t
favored  th e ir  p r ic in g  po lic ies. The Evening News also p r in te d  a
le tte r  from  the  chairman o f O n ta rio 's  h yd ro e le c tr ic  power commission:
"N o t on ly  are the  fig u re s  pub lished  in S tew art's  re p o rt in c o rre c t in
many instances, b u t statements th ro u g h o u t the  re p o rt are no t in
1 fi
accordance w ith  the  fa c ts ."
The W ashington (D .C .)  Herald p icked up the  S tew art s to ry  and
pointed ou t the  f iv e  cent per kwh rate d iffe rence  between O nta rio  and
Maine. The Herald sa id , "T he  fiv e  cents per k ilo w a tt-h o u r which the
American consumer pays is the  basis which suppo rts  the  e n tire  pyram id
17o f watered stocks and ho ld ing  companies w ith in  ho ld ing  com panies."
G ruening contended th a t the  S tew art in c id e n t was another a ttem pt 
by the  power t r u s t  to sway pub lic  opin ion and increase p ro fits .
" I t  shows where the  Portland P ress-Hera ld  belongs in the  scheme 
o f In su lla tin g  the  state o f Maine against the  t r u th ,  and i t  ough t to 
show the  people o f Maine how e ve rla s tin g ly  the  power t r u s t  organs 
here would ‘ge t away w ith  i t 1 were i t  not fo r  the  Portland Evening
m  ..18News. "
^ P o r t la n d  Evening News 17 June 1928, pp . 4-5.
^W ash ing ton  (D .C .)  H era ld , 4 June 1928, p . 2.
18
Portland Evening News, 17 June 1928, pp . 4-5.
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As the  re ferendum  neared and Insu ll pu lled a d ve rtis in g  from  the 
Evening News, the  issue developed in to  a debate on the  ro le  o f jo u r ­
nalism in p o litic s . George N o rr is , G ruen ing 's  a lly  in  the  law su it 
aga inst H earst, took the  cause to  the  U .S . Senate. He lamented the 
nationw ide tre n d  tow ard consolidation o f newspapers u nde r the  power 
t r u s t .  On the  Senate flo o r he described the  Portland Evening News 
as a paper " th a t cannot be b r ib e d , th a t cannot be fr ig h te n e d  b u t th a t
has the  courage upon all occasions to  speak its  m ind, to  speak the
19t ru th  as i t  believes the  t ru th  to  b e ."
N o rris  declared th a t the  power in te res ts  had tr ie d  to  fo rce  the  
Portland Evening News ou t o f business. Banks th a t Insu ll con tro lled  
th ro u g h  Wyman th rea tened to  call the  notes o f departm ent stores th a t 
advertised  in the  Evening News. And in A ugusta , Maine's cap ita l, 
the  paper could not be sold in a hotel owned by th e  power conglom er­
ate. Wyman asserted th a t he stopped the  sale o f the  Evening News in 
the  A ugusta  House not because o f the  power issue, b u t because the 
paper's  p o litics  "w ere d ire c t ly  aga inst the  in d u s tr ia l in te res ts  o f the  
s ta te , and I do not care to  be p a rty  to  the  d is tr ib u tio n  o f propaganda 
o f th a t k in d . " ^
N orris  also charged th a t the  power t r u s t  was b uy ing  newspapers 
and boyco tting  those i t  could no t buy :
How long, oh , how long can th is  be kep t up? How
long is th is  s tru g g lin g  g ia n t o f human l ib e r ty  go ing to
19U .S . Congress, Senate, Congressional Record 71st C on g .,
1s t sess ., 1929, 71, p t. 2: 1599.
20L e tte r to  Jerome Davis from  W alter Wyman, P ortland , Maine,
23 March 1931.
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remain asleep w hile the  power t r u s t  and monopoly is b in d in g  
his hands and his fee t so th a t he w ill be helpless? How 
long are we going to pe rm it inroads to be made upon a free  
press? . . . When o u r press is monopolized, when i t  is 
gathered up by special in te res ts  and used fo r  p riva te  
p ro f i t ,  th e n y t  w ill soon be th a t human l ib e r ty  w ill be 
d iss ipa ted .
G annett's Portland P ress-H era ld  sa id , how ever, th a t no in te re s t 
g roup  can re a lly  con tro l a newspapei— th a t a paper's  readers are the 
o n ly  co n tro lle rs  o f con ten t. "The newspaper w hich people su p p o rt is 
always unbossed ."
The P ress-H era ld  said the  success o f any paper depends on 
se rv ing  the  p u b lic . "T h e re  is no t one who is successfu l who would 
sacrifice  the  p u b lic 's  in te re s t fo r  a n y th ing  the  'power t r u s t ' . . . 
could o f fe r . "  The Press-H era ld  called the  attem pts by  power compan­
ies to  in fluence  ed ito ria l po licy  " fo l ly . "
E d ito r & P ub lisher called the  ba ttle  "th e  u g lie s t s itua tion  we 
have noted on the  newspaper map o f the  United States in a long 
t im e ."
The boycott aga inst th e  Evening News con tinued . G ruening
published the  statem ent g iven to  an Evening News a d v e rtis in g  salesman
by a rep resen ta tive  o f a Maine power company:
I am extrem ely s o rry , b u t my o rde rs  are not to  g ive  the  
Portland Evening News a line o f a d v e rtis in g . I go t those 
o rde rs  from  M r. Gordon. M r. Gordon gets h is o rde rs  from  
M r. Wyman. IVU~ Wyman gets his o rde rs  from  M r. In su ll.
Go to  Chicago.
21 U .S . Congress, Senate, Congressional R ecord, 71st C o n g ., 
1st sess ., 71, p t. 2: 1601.
^ S ila s  B en t, "T he  B attle  o f P o rtla n d ," The New R epub lic , 20 
March 1929, pp . 115-118.
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The power in te res ts  ca rrie d  ou t th e ir  th re a ts  to call the  notes of 
people who advertised  in the  Evening News. G ruen ing to ld  the 
Federal T rade Commission th a t a p u b lic ity  man fo r  the  Maine C entral 
Railroad bough t a d ve rtis in g  fo r  the  ra ilroad  a fte r  he had been warned 
not to . The man owed money to  the  F id e lity  T ru s t Company, o f which 
Walter Wyman and Guy G annett were o ffic e rs . The man was able to 
pay o ff  the  notes a fte r  th e y  were ca lled , b u t he would no t allow the  
Evening News to  use his name o r make the s to ry  p u b lic .
Portland merchants denied the  boycott and G ruen ing was p re ­
vented from  p r in t in g  hard evidence because people invo lved  feared 
re p risa ls . As the  p u b lic ity  man fo r  Maine C entra l Railroad p u t i t ,  
Insu ll had "a long a rm ."
G ruening to ld  Oswald G arrison V illa rd  th a t he knew o f m erchants 
who wanted to advertise  in the  Evening News b u t d id n 't  because they  
feared th e ir  notes would be ca lled . Wyman maintained th a t i f  a d v e rt is ­
ing was w ith h e ld , i t  was because store  owners believed th e y  could get 
more fo r  th e ir  money in the  G annett papers.
The cost o f the  campaign became a major issue; each side accused 
the  o th e r o f enormous expenses. The cost question led to  a damaging 
admission by  power advocate Walter Wyman. S ix weeks before the 
referendum  G ruen ing  debated power e xp o rt w ith  Wyman, In su ll's  ch ie f 
rep resen ta tive  in Maine. G ruen ing charged th a t the  cost o f the  e xp o rt 
campaign came from  consumers. He read testim ony th a t Wyman had 
g iven  before a Leg is la tive  he aring , where Wyman had said th a t lobby­
ing expenses were considered an opera ting  cost and w ere, th u s , 
financed by  consumers. Wyman argued th a t th a t testim ony re fe rre d
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o n ly  to  lobbying  the  Leg is la tu re  and had no th ing  to  do w ith  the 
re ferendum  campaign. When G ruen ing asked where the  Maine cam­
paign fund s  o r ig in a te d , Wyman sa id , " i t  comes ou t o f some money we 
made in T e xa s ."
"T h is  was a bombshell to  the  audience and a fa ta l adm ission," 
G ruen ing w ro te . " I t  revealed to the  people o f Maine th a t a vas t sum 
was being tra n s fe rre d  elsewhere to cap tu re  a Maine election and
23ind icated c lea rly  the  nationw ide charac te r o f the  Insu ll m onopoly." 
Wyman's s lip  also negated the  argum ent th a t Insu ll wanted to  develop 
h yd ro e le c tr ic  power to  bene fit Maine's economy.
Estimates o f the  amount the  e xp o rt proponents spent on the 
campaign ranged from  th e ir  account o f $196,000 to  G ruen ing 's  guess 
o f n ea rly  $1 m illion . G ruen ing contended th a t the  $196,000 was on ly  
the  amount leg itim a te ly  accounted fo r  in a d v e rtis in g , p r in t in g  and 
paying  speakers. I t  d id  no t inc lude money paid to  w orke rs  and 
members o f committees. A lso , G annett's newspaper empire benefited 
from  the  flood o f a d ve rtis in g  and the  p r in t in g  done a t h is job p lan ts .
By G ruen ing 's  account, the  a n ti-e x p o rt faction  spent $1,100 on 
its  campaign.
I t  was clear a fte r  the defeat o f S m ith -C arlton  th a t the  o rgan iza ­
tion  w ork ing  fo r  power e xp o rt had oversta ted  its  case. The B ridg ton  
News, a su p p o rte r o f In s u ll, said th a t " th e ir  e ffo rts  a p pa re n tly  added 
f i r e  to  the  flame o f suspicion which had been k ind led  by those opposed
23 Le tte r to  G overnor Dan Moody from  Ernest G ruen ing , e d ito r, 
Portland Evening News, P o rtland , Maine, 4 O ctober 1929.
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to  exporta tion  and the  g rea t mass o f vo te rs  were a fra id  th a t something
24s in is te r was th re a te n ing  the  s ta te ."
"The  B a ttle  o f P o rtla nd / 1 Silas Bent's  account o f the  Portland
Evening News' jo u rn a lis tic  s tru g g le , was p r in te d  in the  New Republic
March 20, 1929. Bent said newspaper consolidation was "one o f the
most d isq u ie tin g  fac ts  about modern jo u rn a lism ." He concluded th a t
the  pow e r-e xpo rt advocates h u r t  th e ir  own cause w ith  poor finesse.
They fo u g h t so hard th a t people became cu rious  about w hat the
25Evening News was p r in t in g .
^ S ila s  B en t, "The  B a ttle  o f P o rtla n d ,"  The New R epub lic , 20 March 
1929, pp . 115-118.
CHAPTER V II 
U tilit ie s , Hoover and the  Great Depression
In two years o f pub lica tion  the  Portland Evening News had estab­
lished a respected e d ito ria l page as G ruening remained unswayed by 
sp e c ia l- in te re s t g ro up s . I t  could be argued th a t p a rt-o w n e rs  Chapman 
and B rew ste r s ta rted  the  paper to  fu r th e r  th e ir  po litica l conv ic tions 
and th a t G ruening served th a t purpose. B u t the  business end o f the 
paper never in te rfe re d  o r attem pted to  a ffe c t ed ito ria l p o lic y . Ed itoria l 
op in ions were the  p ro d u c t o f the  e d ito r 's  libe ra l conv ic tions .
G ruen ing never allowed his name to  be used to  promote a g roup 
o r cause though he may have supported  i t .  He had w r it te n  ed ito ria ls  
p ro te s ting  a federa l b ill th a t would have allowed the Navy Department 
to  spend $1 b illio n  in the  fo llow ing  e ig h t years . The Emergency 
Committee on the  Big Navy B ill learned o f G ruen ing 's  op in ion and 
p r in te d  his name on its  le tte rhead . G ruening p ro tes ted :
Despite the  fa c t th a t I am h e a rt ily  in sym pathy w ith  
the  purpose o f th is  committee . . .  an e d ito r has no b u s i­
ness to  associate h im self w ith  committees which seek to 
achieve any p a rtic u la r ob ject. He must save h is in fluence 
to  use th ro u g h  the  columns o f h is newspaper. He weakens 
and destroys th a t in fluence  as he ties h im self up w ith  
va rious causes. Then he is committed and no th ing  he says 
th e re a fte r has as much w eigh t as i f  he were ob v ious ly  fre e  
to  make up h is mind as the  s itua tion  develops.
G ruening also re fused to  jo in  o th e r g ro up s : the  N ortheast chap­
te r  o f the  League o f N ations, The World Tom orrow --w h ich  advocated
-1
Le tte r to Lawrence G. Brooks from  E rnest G ruen ing , e d ito r, 
Portland Evening News, P o rtland , Maine, 17 F eb rua ry  1928.
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w orld  peace and d isa rm am ent--the  National B ir th  C ontro l Committee 
and the  National Association fo r  the  Advancem ent o f Colored People. 
He had openly supported  those g roups.
By 1931, two years a fte r  the  stock m arket c rash , the  na tion 's 
economy had become the  g rea tes t issue in Am erica. G ruen ing had 
admired P resident H e rb e rt Hoover p o lit ic a lly  since 1920, b u t had 
become increas ing ly  d isappo in ted in the governm ent's  a b il ity  to  deal 
w ith  the  Great D epression. He w rote about a lack o f leadersh ip  and 
about u n ce rta in ty  in h igh places about how to  solve the c r is is . He 
saw th re e  causes o f the  depress ion: an unw illingness to  t r y  new
th in g s , the  World War and the  b lin d  and fa lse p ro s p e r ity  o f the 
1920s.
G ruening advocated a len ien t t a r i f f  and a breakdown o f the  old
s p ir i t  o f nationalism . He said th a t all nations were tie d  economically
and should trade  fre e ly  on a w orld  m arket.
Nationalism also co n tribu te d  to  G ruen ing 's  second cause o f the
depress ion, the  World War. Wars were the  "cu lm ina tion  o f c u tth ro a t
commercial policies developed in times o f peace." He said th a t war
was conceived in the  fa lse be lie f th a t p ro s p e r ity  fo r  one nation always
2
meant p o ve rty  fo r  ano ther.
The p ro s p e r ity  o f the  1920s p rov ided  a fa lse hope d u rin g  the 
depression th a t good times were ju s t ahead. G ruen ing believed th a t 
th is  hope caused the  impression th a t changes should not be fo rced , 
" th a t p ro s p e r ity  was an unend ing , e n d u rin g , constan t and u n sh a tte r-
2
"Exam ining th e  D epress ion ," Portland Evening News, 1 June 
1931, p. 4.
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able American phenomenon, and th a t on ly  a p ik e r , a knocker and a
3
grouch  would dream o f se lling  America s h o r t."
G ruening said Americans no longer could s u rv iv e  on fa ith  and 
th a t concrete plans should be in s t itu te d . He urged action by the  
federa l governm ent to replace Hoover's be lie f th a t business le ft alone 
would im prove the  economy. He called fo r  increased taxes on business, 
unemployment compensation and more jobs. He said the  American 
w orke rs  needed a chance to  maintain th e ir  se lf respect " to  va lida te  
tra d itio n a l American hope and fa ith  th a t ou rs is the  land o f o p p o rtu n -
G ruening w rote  fre q u e n tly  about w orld  peace. He argued th a t 
w ar solved no th ing  and unsettled  e v e ry th in g . He called World War I 
a "g h a s tly  deception" and w rote  th a t "th e  real enemy o f all hum anity 
is no t any o th e r na tion , no t any o th e r people--composed o f the  fa th e rs  
and mothers and sons and daugh te rs  o f the  same flesh  and b lo o d --b u t 
w ar i ts e lf . " ^
He pressed fo r  iso la tionism , saying th a t the  United States had no 
reason to  ge t invo lved in the  w orldw ide  squabbles o f the  30s.
"The  crime can be s u re ly  stopped in b u t one w ay: by  the
de libera te  re fusal o f all sane Americans to engage th e re in ; in the  
determ ination o f e ve ry  being who calls h im self c iv ilized  to set his face
3
"A sk in g  Faith W ithout W orks ," Portland Evening News, 12 
September 1931, p . 4.
4 I b id .
5
"F ig h tin g  A ga ins t the  Common Enem y," Portland Evening News,
18 September 1931, p 4.
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6like  f l in t  against another American p a rtic ip a tio n  in mass m assacre."
The Portland Evening News continued its  ba ttle  aga inst the 
Insu ll conglomerate. G ruen ing said the  " ra c k e t"  continued to  be the 
burden placed on the  sup p ly  se rv ices, which gene ra lly  were well ru n . 
The v ic tim  was the  consumer "who pays his money to swell the  stream 
o f revenue, w h ich , flow ing  on upw ard th ro u g h  t ie r  a fte r  t ie r  o f 
ho ld ing  companies, enables the  ins ide rs  and m anipu la tors to  e x tra c t 
enormous p ro f i ts . " ^
G ruen ing 's  e d ito ria ls  in c re a s ing ly  showed a pa tte rn  o f New Deal 
th o u g h t even before the  term  became known. P res ident Hoover was 
re lu c ta n t to  act against b ig  business o r in s titu te  federa l re fo rm s. He 
believed th a t local governm ents were responsib le  fo r  the  w elfa re  o f 
the  people and th a t,  le f t alone, the  economy would recover from  the 
Great Depression. He maintained th a t governm ent con tro ls  on business 
and re lie f program s fo r  the  poor and unemployed would s tif le  in d iv id u ­
alism and the sense o f achievement th a t had made America p rospe r.
G ruen ing , however, called fo r  federa l con tro l ove r power tru s ts  
and o th e r monopolies. He said the  s itua tion  in Maine was p a rt o f a 
nationw ide tre n d  th a t could be stopped on ly  by  federa l re s tr ic tio n s  on 
the  "en trenched  m onopo ly." His p ro o f was the  set o f fac ts  s u rro u n d ­
ing  the  campaign money th a t came from  Texas in 1929 to  sw ing the 
e lection in Maine. He pointed ou t th a t th a t money had come from
6"P repa ring  A ga ins t the  N ext W ar," Portland Evening News,
14 O ctober 1931, p . 4.
^ "T he  U t i l i ty  F inancial R acke t," Portland Evening News 11 December 
1931, p . 4.
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consumers in Texas and th a t i t  was impossible fo r  independent local
u tilit ie s  to  guard  aga inst such s k u ld u g g e ry . Since ho ld ing  companies
were no t considered u t i l i t ie s , th e y  were no t sub jec t to  regu la tion  by
8state u t i l i t y  commissions. Federal regu la tion  was necessary.
The Insu ll empire f in a lly  collapsed in 1932. The b ro th e rs  repea t­
ed ly  had tra n s fe rre d  money from  ho ld ing  companies in to  th e ir  personal 
accounts. A lso , to  bo ls te r p ro f its ,  one ho ld ing  company would lend 
large sums to  another w hile the  consumer paid the  in te re s t. And as 
p ro fits  rose, d iv idends to  s tockho lde rs , p r in c ip a lly  the  In s u ll's , 
increased.
As G ruening exp la ined , the  " u t i l i t y  fin a nc ie rs  not on ly  loaned
securities  and borrowed o th e r se cu rit ie s , b u t th e y  pledged these
borrow ed secu rities  as co lla tera l to  th e ir  own loans; th e y  also loaned
these borrow ed secu rities  and presum ably, the  bo rrow ers  e ith e r
pledged these tw ice borrow ed secu rities  o r loaned them again to  o the r
g
needy companies, ad in f in itu m ."
B u t the  ho ld ing  company system proved to  be o f lim ited capacity . 
Each ho ld ing  company depended on su rp lu s  p ro fits  from  the  one below 
i t .  I f  th e re  were sudden ly  no such p ro fits  and one o f the  companies 
fa ile d , all those above i t  had to  fa i l.  The Insu lls  f in a lly  b led consum­
ers to the  po in t where revenue d u rin g  the  depress ion, when demand 
fo r  commercial power decreased, could not keep up w ith  the  sp ira lin g  
cost o f payments to  s tockho lders and in ve s to rs . The pyram id tum bled
8l b id . 
q
" U t i l i ty  H igh F inance," Portland Evening News, 4 March 1932,
p . 4.
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and the  company a t the  to p , the  $2.5 b illio n  M iddle West U tilit ie s  C o ., 
went in to  rece ive rsh ip .
G ruen ing pra ised F rank lin  Roosevelt's position aga inst ho ld ing 
companies. S ix weeks before th e  1932 e lection , in which Roosevelt 
became p re s id e n t, G ruening said th a t FDR was "d iam e trica lly  opposed" 
to  P resident Hoover's a ttitu d e . Roosevelt called fo r  "p itile ss  p u b lic ity "  
o f all u t i l i t y  company opera tions. He demanded federa l in te rve n tio n  
in u t i l i t y  p r ic in g  policies and a d ve rtis in g  campaigns.
10"He has s tru c k  a trem endous blow fo r  the  fo rg o tte n  m an."
10
"He D id n 't C rib  His Speech," Portland Evening News, 23 
September 1932, p . 4.
CHAPTER V III 
The Coming o f the  New Deal
In November 1932 G ruen ing accepted an o ffe r  to re tu rn  to  New 
Y o rk  and again w ork  fo r  the  N a tion . With the  power s tru g g le  behind 
him , having  broken c o r ru p t attem pts to  in fluence pub lic  o p in ion , he 
sought a b roader p la tfo rm . The Nation reached an audience th a t was 
la rg e r in num ber and in depth o f in te re s t than the  readersh ip  in 
P o rtland .
The Portland Evening News su ffe red  a fte r  G ruen ing  le f t ,  and i t  
su rv ive d  o n ly  f iv e  and o ne -h a lf more years . He corresponded w ith  a 
jo u rn a lis t in P o rtland , and the  le tte rs  he received to ld  a s to ry  o f 
dom ination o f ed ito ria l po licy  by  the paper's business o ffice .
"As long as yo u r e d ito ria ls  held o u t,"  the  fr ie n d  w ro te , " the  
paper was on the r ig h t  t ra c k . C ircu la tion  boomed, and many P o rt­
landers fa ir ly  shouted at the  s ig h t o f ed ito ria ls  th a t showed some
i
e ffo r t  a t d ire c tin g  p u b lic  op in ion and subsequent a c tio n ."
P ub lisher Phil Chapman, who had g iven G ruen ing a fre e  hand, 
began d ic ta tin g  a po licy  o f o ffe n d ing  no one. P ro fit became the 
paper's  sole motive and i t  was sudden ly  "no more tru s tw o r th y  than 
the  Gannett-Wyman o u t f i t . " 2
1
L e tte r to E rnest G ruen ing  from  Jim Abraham son, re p o rte r , 
Portland Evening News, P o rtland , Maine, 29 A p r il 1933.
2 lb id .
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In response, G ruening w rote  a le tte r  to  the  Evening News and it  
appeared on the  ed ito ria l page A p r il 25, 1934. He ou tlined  the  p r in c i­
ples th a t,  in h is op in ion , any successful newspaper o r jo u rn a lis t had 
to  fo llow . A newspaper had to  be an "organ o f p u b lic  s e rv ic e ,"  and 
i t  had to  re p o rt, w ith o u t fea r o r fa v o r, the  dealings o f the  pub lic  
o ffic ia ls . The Evening News, G ruening said, was a young paper bu t 
a lready could boast th a t i t  had exposed a c o rru p t u t i l i t y  racke t th a t 
had th rea tened  Maine's economy. The paper had helped b r in g  the 
scheme to  national a tte n tio n .
G ruen ing believed th a t a newspaper should stim ulate c iv ic  p rid e  
and make the  community i t  serves "a h e a lth ie r, happ ie r and more
3
prosperous dw e lling  p lace ."
W riting  again fo r  the  N a tion , he ca rried  those conv ic tions to  a 
national scale. He had co n tr ib u te d  a rtic les  even w hile at w o rk  in 
P o rtland , and V illa rd  o ften  had sough t h is advice when h ir in g  ed ito rs  
and w r ite rs . The Nation pub lished "H a iti Marches Toward Freedom ," 
an a rtic le  in which G ruen ing continued his argum ents aga inst American 
in te rve n tio n  in Latin Am erica. He asserted th a t 15 years o f occupation 
in Haiti were more than enough. While the  United States never had an 
excuse fo r  in te rv e n tio n , the  depression proved th a t th is  c o u n try  was 
no t capable o f hand ling  even its  own a ffa irs .^
3
L e tte r to C .C . N icolet from  Ernest G ruen ing , e d ito r , The N ation , 
New Y o rk , 25 A p r il 1934.
4
E rnest G ruen ing , "H a iti Marches Toward Freedom ," The N ation ,
1 A p r il 1931, p . 362.
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In "Hope For Porto Rico" he said i t  was hearten ing  to  see,
ra th e r than the  b ru ta l imperialism  in Haiti and Santo Domingo, e ffo rts
by the  U nited States to  im prove social cond itions in an area where
5
th is  c o u n try  had a legal mandate.
G ruen ing 's  name reappeared on the  Nation 's masthead Jan. 4, 1933. 
Oswald G arrison V illa rd , who had been w ith  the  magazine fo r  35 
yea rs , became a c o n tr ib u tin g  e d ito r , and a board o f fo u r  ed ito rs  
assumed d a ily  c o n tro l--G ru e n in g , H enry H a z litt, Joseph K ru tch  and 
Freda K irchw ey. K irchw ey had replaced G ruening as managing ed ito r 
10 years be fore .
The Nation welcomed FDR's inaugura tion  in 1933 and h is promise 
o f a "New Deal" fo r  Am erica. G ruen ing  w rote th a t " in  seeking to 
recover some measure o f s ta b ility ,  the  people . . . look as never 
before to  the  state . . .  as an agency o f economic re s u s c ita tio n ."
New Y o rk  was ravaged by  the  depression. "H o o v e rv ille s ," soup 
lines and sk illed  w orke rs  begging fo r  jobs were s ta rk  p o r tra its  o f the 
p ro s p e r ity  th a t Hoover kept prom ising would come and fo r  w hich he 
ke p t w a itin g . Roosevelt was determ ined to  change th in g s . He w orked 
fo r  laws th a t abolished p ro h ib itio n  and he pu lled the  nation tog e th e r 
to  solve the  c r is is  ra th e r than w ait fo r  a series o f separate agencies 
to  e ffe c t recove ry .
B u t the  Nation was no t wholehearted in its  s u p p o rt fo r  Roosevelt. 
Norman Thomas w rote th a t the  New Deal d id  no t go fa r  enough tow ard
^E rnest G ruen ing , "Hope fo r  Porto R ico ," The N ation , 30 September 
1931, p p . 332-334.
65
socialism, and the  magazine called FDR's farm  subs idy  plan " in d e fe n ­
s ib le ."  B u t i t  said the  economic p ic tu re  was genera lly  "hope fu l and 
re fre s h in g "  since Roosevelt began to  " tu rn  away from  the economic
g
nationalism  o f the  Republican regime o f the  past tw e lve  y e a rs ."
G ruen ing  expressed hope fo r  Roosevelt's libe ra lism . In a review  
o f a co llection o f the  p re s id e n t's  campaign speeches, he agreed w ith  
Roosevelt th a t freedom and o p p o rtu n ity  were s till va lid  goals fo r  
Am erica, b u t a new approach to  governm ent was needed. T h a t ap­
proach was the  New Deal. While G ruen ing agreed w ith  the  New Deal, 
he charged th a t i t  would have to p rove  its e lf  to  the  pu b lic  w ith in  the 
fo llow ing  few months.
On Nov. 22, 1933, the  Nation reported  th a t G ruen ing  had been 
appointed adv ise r to the  American delegation to the  Pan-American 
conference in Montevideo, U ruguay. The conference was to  assess the  
re la tionsh ip  between the  United States and Latin Am erica. S ecre ta ry  
o f State C ordell Hull was the  ch ie f U .S . delegate. As one o f the  
c o u n try 's  leading libe ra l a u th o ritie s  on Latin Am erica, G ruen ing was 
p icked b y  Roosevelt to advise the  state departm ent and p ro v ide  a 
balanced v iew . The Nation hoped the  conference would produce "a 
co n s tru c tive  po licy  to  p reserve  and s tren g then  peace and g o o d w ill."^
S ix months a fte r  the  conference G ruen ing w rote "A t Last We're 
G etting  O ut o f H a it i."  U nder Roosevelt's New Deal in in te r-A m erican  
a ffa irs , the  United States was leaving H aiti two years before  e x p ira ­
6The N a tion , 19 A p r il 1933, p . 429.
^"W hat May Be Done A t M ontev ideo ," The N ation, 6 December 
1933, p . 640.
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tion  o f the  tre a ty  th a t legalized U .S . invo lvem ent. G ruen ing said th a t 
Roosevelt had begun his p res idency convinced th a t m artia l law should 
remain in H a iti, b u t S ecre ta ry  Hull had persuaded him to reverse  th a t 
po licy  a fte r  the  Montevideo conference. "H a iti w ill again be fre e , sov­
ere ign and independent as i t  was fo r  111 years before o u r in te rv e n tio n . 
Events have more than ju s t if ie d  the  Nation 's a ttitu d e  on the  Haiti 
question ."®
G ruening accepted an o ffe r  Feb. 17, 1934, to  become e d ito r o f the 
New Y o rk  Post. The New Republic called him "a v igo rous and consis­
te n t c r i t ic  o f the  sins o f the  commercial p re s s ,"  and said th a t as e d ito r 
o f the  Post he would have "th e  best chance o f his whole ca reer to
p ractise  [ sj_c] what he has been p reach ing  . . . w ith  the  eyes o f the
g
c o u n try 's  leading jo u rn a lis ts  upon h im ."
T h a t hopeful beg inn ing  was s h o r t- liv e d , however, as G ruen ing 
clashed w ith  Post pu b lishe r J. David S te rn . The p u b lis h e r, whose 
libe ra l repu ta tion  had a ttra c ted  G rue n in g , k illed  stories c r it ic iz in g  a 
federa l judge  in Pennsylvania to  whom he owed fa vo rs . S tern  also 
would not allow G ruening to p r in t  e d ito ria ls  against a New Y o rk  
land lo rd  who owned tenements th a t o ften caugh t f i r e ,  causing many 
deaths. G ruen ing  learned th a t S tern  was nego tia ting  loans w ith  th e  
land lo rd  fo r  the  P ost.
" I fe lt  th a t despite  S te rn 's  repu ta tion  as a lib e ra l, which he had 
dem onstrated conspicuously in va rious w ays, ou r views on the  conduct
g
Ernest G ruen ing , "A t Least We're G etting  O ut o f H a it i,"  The 
N ation , 20 June 1934, pp . 700-701.
g
The New R epub lic , 28 F ebruary  1934, p . 59.
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o f a newspaper were not com patible. He shared th a t v iew  and we
10agreed to  p a r t com pany."
11Stern announced G ruen ing 's  res igna tion  A p r il 7, and th a t 
summer G ruen ing jo ined the  Roosevelt adm in is tra tion . On A u g us t 16 
he was made d ire c to r o f the  D iv is ion o f T e rr ito r ie s  and Island Posses­
sions. The new o ffice  was p a rt o f the  Departm ent o f the  In te r io r  and 
superv ised U .S . re la tionsh ips w ith  A laska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and 
the  V irg in  Is lands.
G ruen ing was a jo u rn a lis t d u rin g  a period o f readjustm ent o f 
American tra d itio n s  and re -eva lua tion  o f entrenched po lic ies. Gunboat 
diplom acy in the  Caribbean was supported  by  American conserva tives. 
I t  was a vestige  o f 19th c e n tu ry  m anifest d e s tin y -- th e  idea th a t 
America was sanctioned by God to  occupy the  e n tire  co n tine n t. By 
the  ea rly  1900s the  concept was broadened to  include South Am erica, 
b u t i t  also had taken another name-~imperialism . America veiled 
gunboat diplom acy in years o f tra d it io n .
Changes also took place in o th e r pa rts  o f the  w o rld , and A m eri­
cans realized th a t se lf-de te rm ina tion  would have been a hollow promise 
i f  i t  d id  not inc lude  Latin America as well as Europe. I t  took a 
libe ra l p ress--de te rm ined  to  p resen t the  fac ts  accura te ly  and to 
in te rp re t them fa ir ly  and fe a r le s s ly -- to  b r in g  those changes before 
the  p u b lic . The conserva tive  press was as much a p a rt o f the  p ro b -
10Ernest G ruen ing , Many Battles (New Y o rk : L iv e r ig h t, 1973),
pp . 175-176.
^ New Y o rk  T im es, 7 A p r il 1934, p . 17.
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lem as were the  opponents o f change. H earst u rged w ar in the  
C aribbean and promoted ha tred  o f the  "ye llow  p e r il"  in Japan.
T ra d it io n  stood in the  way o f p rogress on the  domestic f ro n t  as 
w e ll. G ruen ing 's  experience w ith  the  power in te res ts  in Maine is an 
example o f a conserva tive  press su p po rtin g  economic oppress ion. In 
"T he  B attle  o f P ortland" Silas Bent said "E rne s t G ruen ing 's  d is t in ­
guished record  as a libe ra l o f courage is incom patib le w ith  p o w e r- tru s t 
ideals.
Federal con tro ls  became necessary and i t  took  a re vo lu tio n a ry  
New Deal to  e ffe c t them. The Tennessee Valley A u th o r ity ,  a power 
p ro je c t th a t became a showpiece o f FDR's recovery  p lan , looked 
soc ia lis tic  compared to  the  freedom th a t Insu ll enjoyed.
The press can in fluence  p u b lic  opin ion e ith e r by c o r ru p t methods 
and se lfish  purposes--as was In su ll's  aim in P o rtla n d --o r by  p ra c tic in g  
sound, honest jou rna lism . In Portland G ruen ing proved th a t even a 
conserva tive  c ity  w ill honor the  op in ions o f a libe ra l e d ito r i f  his 
cause is ju s t ,  h is op in ions are s trong  and his paper is fre e .
12Silas B ent, "The B a ttle  o f P o rtla n d ,"  The New R epub lic , 
20 March 1929, pp . 115-118.
CHAPTER IX 
A laska's G overnor
G ruen ing 's  appointm ent as head o f te r r ito r ie s  and island posses­
sions b ro u g h t favo rab le  reactions. A San Juan newspaper, El Mondo, 
called i t  " th e  most im portan t move in the  development o f Roosevelt's 
New Deal in Puerto R ico ." The paper added th a t an e d ito r o f the
i
Nation could fin d  a post in no adm in is tra tion  o th e r than R oosevelt's.
The Nation called the  appointm ent "one o f the  f in e s t th in g s  M r.
Roosevelt has done" in Washington and "an act o f g ra c e ."  I t  took
c re d it fo r  demanding action th a t led to  American w ithdraw al from  
2
H a iti. The appointm ent d id  not re q u ire  Congressional app rova l.
B u t the  Anchorage (A laska ) D aily Times reserved its  p ra ise .
The paper resented the  te r r i to r y 's  trea tm ent as a s tepch ild  o f the
federa l governm ent. I t  said A laska was a "w ard  o f the  in te r io r
departm ent" and G ruen ing , as a foe o f im peria lism , should "take  the
3
adm in is tra tion  o f the  fa r - f lu n g  lands ou t o f p o lit ic s ."
The New Y o rk  Times said in an Oct. 8 , 1934, ed ito ria l th a t 
G ruen ing 's  appointm ent and the  tra n s fe r  o f is land possessions from  
the  w ar departm ent to  the  in te r io r  departm ent were " lib e ra liz in g  
s te p s ."  One week la te r the  Times p rin te d  a fe a tu re  s to ry  about
i
"Job For G ruening H a iled ," New Y o rk  Times, 20 A ugus t 1934,
p. 5.
^The N ation , 29 A ugus t 1934, p . 225.
3Anchorage (A laska ) D aily T im es, 23 A u g us t 1934, p . 2.
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G ruening and h is policies fo r  te r r ito r ie s  and possessions. I t  said th a t 
te r r ito r ia l adm in is tra tion  had been handled by  many u n its  o f g o ve rn ­
ment and G ruen ing 's  o ffice  would a t last create consis tency.
G ruening said th a t w elfare  was the  p rim a ry  need in the  te r r i t o r ­
ies. Puerto Rico was overpopu la ted  and su ffe red  from  epidemics such 
as hookworm. I t  needed to  develop in d u s try  and con tro l the  b ir th  
ra te . A fte r  P resident Roosevelt described the  s itua tion  th e re  as 
"hope less ," G ruening gave i t  p r io r i ty  over the  o th e r th re e  areas.
A laska needed more people and G ruen ing revealed plans to  open
land and encourage fa rm ers to  move th e re . Hawaii needed im proved
Congressional re p re se n ta tio n , and the  V irg in  Islands would be made a
"s e lf-s u s ta in in g , s e lf- re lia n t, economically stable . . . com m unity" by
re h a b ilita tin g  in d u s try  and a g r ic u ltu re . The V irg in  Islands had
su ffe re d  economically when rum , its  la rges t e x p o rt, had been illegal
4
in the  United States.
G ruening was head o f the  Puerto Rican R econstruction A dm in is­
tra t io n , a New Deal agency w ith  a $40 m illion budge t. PRRA 
concentra ted on ru ra l e le c tr if ic a tio n , re fo re s ta tio n , slum clearance and 
housing . The p ro jects  created 60,000 jobs and stim ulated a stagnant 
economy.
The New Y o rk  Times also reported  opposition to G ruen ing in 
Puerto Rico. I t  said the m a jo rity  leader o f the  Puerto Rican Legis la­
tu re  accused G ruen ing o f causing po litica l d iso rd e r. The po litic ian
4
"L a rg e r American T e rr ito r ie s  Now U nder One D ire c to r ,"  New 
Y o rk  T im es, 4 November 1934, sec. V I I I ,  p . 5.
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called him a "colonia l d ic ta to r"  because he gave contro l o f the  PRRA
5
to  a libe ra l m in o rity .
The conserva tive  m a jo rity  leader said G ruening ignored Roosevelt's
promise th a t reconstruc tion  would inc lude  Puerto Rican a u th o ritie s  as
well as Washington bu reaucra ts . C onservatives called G ruen ing 's  New
Deal policies fo r  Puerto Rico "w ild ly  rad ica l, im practica l and v is io n a ry
schemes." G ruen ing accused the  conserva tives o f "c landestine  a c tiv i-
6tie s  and sabotage."
G ruen ing la te r acknowledged th a t he d id  allow PRRA to  be dom in­
ated by lib e ra ls , b u t, he sa id , " I was in te rested  in th e ir  q u a lifica tio n s , 
no t th e ir  po litica l a ff i l ia t io n s ."  He re g re tte d  th a t PRRA had become 
"a veh ic le  fo r  pa rtisan  em ploym ent."^
PRRA acquired farm  land from  absentee corpora tions and d is t r i ­
buted i t  among the  people. I t  supplied  seeds, fe r t i l iz e r  and modern 
equipm ent to im prove the  coffee, tobacco and c itru s  c rops. I t  b u ilt  
medical fa c ilit ie s  and schools, p lanted trees and p rov ided  dental care.
B u t G ruen ing became in c re a s ing ly  unpopu la r in Puerto Rico. 
C onservatives saw PRRA as an agency o f U .S . im peria lism . He 
alienated the  C atholic chu rch  by  advocating b ir th  con tro l and d is t r ib u ­
tion  o f co n tracep tives , and libe ra ls  as well as conserva tives opposed 
h is plan to  teach English in the  schools. La L in te rn a , a conserva tive
t;
"G ruen ing  Rule A ssa ile d ," New Y o rk  T im es, 17 O ctober 1935,
p . 19.
^ New Y o rk  T im es, 28 O ctober 1935, p . 8 .
^E rnest G ruen ing , Many Battles (New Y o rk : L iv e r ig h t, 1973),
p . 190.
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Puerto Rican newspaper w ro te , "men like  G ruening . . . o u gh t to  be
8behind bars in some p e n ite n tia ry  fo r  the  good and honor o f h u m a n ity ."
And G ruen ing co n tin u a lly  was in c o n flic t w ith  S ecre ta ry  o f the
In te r io r  Harold Ickes. Ickes was not on ly  a libe ra l New Dealer, b u t
also a bu reaucra t who believed in the  chain o f command. He re qu ired
th a t all appointm ents w ith  the  p res iden t th a t concerned the  in te r io r
departm ent be cleared th ro u g h  him, b u t G ruening o ften  broke the
ru le . Ickes w rote th a t G ruen ing "seems to  th in k  th a t he is e n tire ly
independent o f me. He cons tan tly  sh o rtcu ts  me and on ly  comes to  me
g
when he is in tro u b le ."
The c o n flic t w ith  Ickes began when Roosevelt appointed G ruen ing
head o f PRRA. Ickes fe lt  th a t since PRRA was an in te r io r  departm ent
agency, he should have chosen its  head. Ickes th rea tened  to  launch a
Congressional inve s tig a tion  in to  the con flic ts  in Puerto Rico, and he
10called G ruen ing 's  actions " in s u b o rd in a tio n ."  Ickes asked G ruen ing 
to  res ign  from  PRRA, which G ruen ing d id , and the  p res id en t accepted 
the  res igna tion  Ju ly  13, 1937. Roosevelt to ld  G ruening th a t he allowed 
him to  res ign  on ly  because he knew th a t he would remain as d ire c to r  o f 
T e rr ito r ie s  and Island Possessions and would watch close ly the  s itua tion  
in Puerto Rico.
On June 4, 1939, Ickes w rote  in his d ia ry , "T he  p re s id e n t to ld  me 
to  o ffe r  G ruening the  g o ve rno rsh ip  o f A laska, and I shall take th is  up
^Many B a ttle s , p. 199. 
g
Harold L. Ickes, The Secret D ia ry  o f Harold L. Icke s , (New 
Y o rk : Simon and S chu s te r, 1953), p. 6 .
10The Secret D ia ry  O f Harold L. Ickes , p. 150.
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11w ith  him s h o r t ly ."  U .S . News & World R epo rt, in a p ro file  o f
G ruening 10 years la te r, in te rp re te d  the  move as an a ttem pt b y  Ickes
to  ge t G ruen ing  o u t o f W ashington: "A  fa llin g  ou t w ith  S ecre ta ry
Ickes developed and IVIr. G ruen ing was exiled to the  S iberia  o f the
12departm ent, A la ska ."
Ickes asked Alaska G overnor John T ro y  fo r  his res ignation  and 
he received i t  September 2. Ickes had trave led  to Alaska in the  
summer o f 1938 and he and T ro y  had discussed the  te r r i to r y 's  eco­
nomic and social problem s. Ickes to ld  the  governo r th a t the  people 
lacked leadersh ip and th a t the  te r r i to r y  needed in d u s try  and resource 
management. He urged increased taxes on the  e xp o rt o f gold and 
o th e r m inera ls. T ro y  opposed increased taxes on business in A laska.
T ro y 's  health was bad, and Ickes w rote  a fte r  h is t r ip  th a t "he 
13can ba re ly  w a lk ."  When the  New Y o rk  Times repo rted  T ro y 's
res igna tion  and G ruen ing 's  appo in tm ent, i t  c ited T ro y 's  "p ro longed  ill
hea lth " as the  on ly  reason fo r  the  change. B u t the  Anchorage Daily
Times h in ted  in a September 5 ed ito ria l th a t T ro y  was replaced because
of h is d isagreem ent w ith  Ickes ove r the  gold ta x . The D aily Times
supported  T ro y 's  resistance and hoped th a t G ruening would " [d o ] his
d u ty  fo r  the  b ene fit o f A laska, and not as the  mere mouthpiece o f
14M r. Ickes and his g a n g ."
11 I b id . , p . 641.
12U .S . News & World R epo rt, 22 A p r il 1949, p . 35.
13
The Secret D ia ry  o f Harold L. Ickes , p. 441.
14"A  New G o ve rn o r,"  Anchorage D aily Times, 5 September 1939,
p . 2.
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The D aily Times said also th a t w hile  G ruen ing was an ou ts tand ing
man, many A laskans would have made capable g ove rno rs . A n thon y  J.
Dimond, A laska's n o n -vo tin g  delegate to C ongress, expressed th a t
opin ion as w e ll, and he urged Ickes to  reconsider and appo in t an
A laskan. D uring  G ruen ing 's  Senate confirm ation  hearin gs , Sen. A r th u r
Vandenberg o f M ichigan said "th e  res iden ts o f A laska are s u ff ic ie n t ly
c iv iliz e d , and ough t to be perm itted  to  have one o f th e ir  own res idents  
i,15as g o v e rn o r."
The D aily A laska Em pire/ a Juneau paper owned by  G overnor 
T ro y , also objected to  a non-A laskan becoming g o ve rn o r.
Roosevelt knew about the  opposition  to  G ruen ing  b u t ins is ted  
th a t the  te r r i to r y 's  g o ve rno r be a s trong  New Dealer who knew Wash­
ing ton  p o litic s . The C iv ilian  C onservation Corps and the  Works 
Progress A d m in is tra tio n --N e w  Deal agencies th a t created jobs and 
b u ilt  p u b lic  fa c ilit ie s  na tion w id e --co n s tru c te d  a ir f ie ld s , roads, parks 
and b ridges  in A laska d u rin g  the  depression. New Deal agencies 
spent $17.5 m illion in A laska th ro u g h  1940. More than 200 fam ilies 
received farm  land in the  Matanuska Valley n o rth  o f Anchorage under 
Roosevelt's plan to  increase the  te r r i to r y 's  popu la tion . The p res ide n t 
wanted to  keep the  New Deal ac tive  in A laska.
A laska h is to rian  Claus Naske w rote th a t "G ruen ing  . . . came 
to  A laska determ ined to make something ou t o f the  te r r i to r y ,  to 
dem onstrate to  the  p res iden t h is capab ilities . . . . And w ith  a man
1^ New Y o rk  T im es, 6 F eb rua ry  1940, p . 19.
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o f his ta le n t, a b il i ty ,  de term ination and ego, i t  was a foregone conclu-
16sion th a t he would have a g rea t impact on th e  te r r i t o r y . "
G ruening immediately began to  w ork to im prove the  economy by 
ra is ing  taxes. In his f i r s t  annual re p o rt to  S ecre ta ry  Ickes, G ruening 
to ld  o f co rpora tions th a t were e xp lo iting  A laska 's resources while 
pay ing  no taxes. A laska was con tro lled  b y  in d iv id u a ls  and o rgan iza ­
tions from  ou ts ide  the  te r r i to r y .  These people stayed o n ly  long 
enough to e xp lo it the  go ld , salmon o r fu r  resources, and th e y  le ft 
w ith o u t compensating A laska. The Daily A laska Empire quoted from  
G ruen ing 's  re p o rt: "Income is needed . . .  so th a t A laska can move
tow ard assuming its  place as a se lf-s u s ta in in g , se lf-g o ve rn in g  commun-
17ity  by g ra d u a lly  shaping its  own d e s tin y ."
The g o ve rno r echoed th a t op in ion in h is address to  the 1941 
T e r r ito r ia l Leg is la tu re . A laska's economy could not be secure i f  i t  
re lied  o n ly  on m in ing , fis h in g  and tra p p in g . He encouraged Alaskans 
to  develop tourism  and a defense program . A national defense system 
in A laska would increase popu la tion , co n s tru c tio n , employment, com­
m unication and tra n s p o rta tio n . Tourism  and defense would d es troy  
A laska's image as a place w here people earned q u ick  riches and le ft.  
T hey would estab lish  a perm anent economy. G ruen ing urged leg is la ­
to rs  to  raise taxes to  keep the  wealth in A laska ra th e r than en rich ing  
absentee ca p ita lis ts . He proposed a personal income ta x , a corpora te
16C laus-M . Naske, An In te rp re ta tiv e  H is to ry  o f A laskan S ta te­
hood (A nchorage , A laska: A laska N orthw est P ub lish ing  Company,
1973), p . 67.
17D aily A laska Em pire, 15 January 1941, p . 1.
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income tax  and a p ro p e rty  ta x . He also wanted the  Leg is la tu re  to
approp ria te  money fo r  National Guard arm ories.
Alaskan newspapers opposed the  tax  proposal. The Fairbanks
D aily N ew s-M iner, owned by conserva tive  in d u s tr ia lis t A us tin  La th rop ,
said the  taxes would h ind e r gold m ining and gold was v ita l to national
defense. I t  said th a t any leg is la tion handicapp ing gold m ining would
" in v ite  d isas te r not on ly  to  in d u s try  in A laska b u t th ro u g h o u t America
18and lead to fa r-re a c h in g  chaotic co n d itio n s ."
The canned-salmon in d u s try  also fo u g h t the tax  increase, and
the  60-day biannual Leg is la tu re  adjourned w ith o u t passing any o f
G ruen ing 's  measures. Newspapers across the  te r r i to r y  p rin te d  his
10-page "Message to  the  People" in which he accused leg is la to rs  o f
allow ing lobby is ts  rep resen ting  ou ts ide  in te res ts  to  d ic ta te  po licy .
Gold and salmon lobby is ts  sought to  keep spending down to  ensure
th a t taxes would not be raised to  pay fo r  new program s. The arm ory
measure, G ruening w ro te , was defeated by  "men whose one and on ly
lo ya lty  is to th e ir  absentee em ployers, whose pa trio tism  is on ly  to
th e ir  pocketbook."19 .
The Leg is la tu re  trimmed funds  fo r  education , needy mothers and
c ripp le d  c h ild re n . "The lobby was too busy w ith  its  s laugh te r to
20w o rry  about innocent v ic tim s ."
18
Fairbanks (A laska ) D aily N ew s-M iner, 26 F eb rua ry  1941, p . 2.
19Anchorage D aily T im es, 16 A p r il 1941, p. 8 .
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The Anchorage D aily Times said th a t no A laska g o ve rno r had
ever received such a " s t i f f  and sweeping re b u k e ."  The D aily Times
associated G ruen ing w ith  the  hated Ickes. "To  u s ,"  i t  sa id, " i t
appears th a t the governoi— a defeated appointee o f the  Ickes c ro w d --
21
is making a plea to  the  people who re fuse to  accept his lea d e rsh ip ."
D aily Times agreed th a t a system o f arm ories would have 
been a p a tr io t ic  measure, b u t i t  opposed the  local taxa tion  to  fu n d  it .  
G ruening called th a t a ttitu d e  "penny p in ch in g " by  a g roup  th a t would 
no t back its  pa trio tism  w ith  money.
G ruen ing 's  "Message to  the  People" u rged  taxa tion  to contro l ab­
sentee in te re s ts . Seattle salmon canneries owned fish  tra p s  in A laska 
and operated them w ith o u t ta x  l ia b ili ty .  Resident fisherm en su ffe red  
because the  tra p s , a t the  mouths o f spawning stream s, depleted the 
resource.
Two newspapers, the  Daily A laska Empire and the  Fairbanks D aily 
N ew s-M iner, were most vocal in su ppo rting  the  ou ts ide  in te res ts . 
La th rop 's  D aily News-M iner h ired  lobby is ts  to  defeat ta x  reform s and 
d id  not even p r in t  G ruen ing 's  "Message to  the  People."
G ruen ing re ite ra ted  the  need fo r  tax  re fo rm  in h is address to 
the  1943 Leg is la tu re . He said th a t tens o f m illions o f do lla rs  were 
taken from  Alaska in the  prev ious two years and th a t none o f th a t 
w ent in to  the  te r r ito r ia l tre a s u ry  because o f an itqua ted  tax  laws.
"T he  revenues th a t m igh t have been secured would have more than
21Anchorage D aily T im es, 15 A p r il 1941, p . 2.
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22solved all the  te r r i to r y 's  fisca l p rob lem s."
He urged taxes on a g r ic u ltu ra l and m ining p ro p e rty . World 
War II had drawn many o f the  p ro p e rty  owners away from  Alaska and 
the  land th e y  owned could not be used o r developed. A p ro p e rty  tax 
would fo rce  owners to  act.
G ruening opposed the  sales ta x  because i t  u n fa ir ly  burdened re s i­
d en ts . His aim was to  ta x  "those who came up here fo r  a b r ie f season
each year m erely to  e x tra c t wealth from  Alaska and take i t  outside 
23With them ." Seasonal w orke rs  spent l it t le  money in Alaska because
employers la rge ly  supplied  th e ir  needs. A sales tax  would reach on ly
re s iden ts , who were a lready s tru g g lin g  aga inst the  h igh cost o f liv in g .
The Anchorage D aily  Times responded w ith  an ed ito ria l by W.W.
S to ll, manager o f A laska's second la rgest gold mine. S toll contended
th a t m ining and fis h in g  should no t be h indered d u r in g  the  w ar. He
said in d u s try  a lready was burdened w ith  increased costs and the
24federa l governm ent should make up any d e fic it to  A laska.
B u t a t least one A laska newspaper, Jessen's W eekly, supported 
the  g o ve rno r's  ta x  measures. The Fa irbanks-based paper said a fte r 
G ruen ing 's  1943 address th a t "he re fra ined  from  saying 'I to ld  you 
so .' " I t  said th a t the  te r r i to r y  would no t have had a money s h o rt­
age i f  the  g o ve rno r's  1942 tax  proposals had been adopted. I t  called
22Anchorage D aily T im es, 1 F ebruary  1943, p. 3.
23 lb id . ,  p . 6 .
24Anchorage D aily T im es, 2 F ebruary  1943, p. 2.
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fo r  ta x  rev is ion  to  stop the  flow  o f money from  Alaska and to p rov ide
25revenue fo r  the  fu tu re .
G ruen ing 's  1945 message to the  Leg is la tu re  echoed the same 
needs, b u t he said th a t increased taxes were even more u rg e n t because 
5,000 A laskan so ld iers would be re tu rn in g  a fte r  the  w ar. He proposed 
re hab ilita tio n  progams fo r  d ischarged servicemen and asked the Legis­
la tu re  to  "b u ild  up an economy th a t w ill pave the  way fo r  re tu rn in g  
26war v e te ra n s ."  He said the  new tax  system should finance increased
health care , workm en's compensation, unemployment insu rance , teachers '
re tirem en t and o ld-age assistance.
The D aily A laska Empire remained unconvinced. In an ed ito ria l
re p rin te d  in the  Fa irbanks Daily N ew s-M iner, i t  argued th a t increased
revenue from  taxes was "a d ire c t in v ita tio n  to  ex tra va ga n ce ." I t  said
ta x in g  corpora te  income would d iscourage business and economic
o p p o rtu n ity  by  "re d u c in g  the  supp ly  o f cap ita l fo r  the  development o f
27A laska's na tu ra l re so u rce s ."
The Empire fu r th e r  c r itic ize d  G ruen ing 's  tax  proposals in a
sarcastic  e d ito ria l one month la te r:
I t  seems, according to  the  g o ve rn o r, th a t ce rta in  
business in te res ts  in A laska are ac tua lly  making p ro fits  on 
th e ir  investm ents.
Now th a t is a serious th in g . I f  i t  should ge t around 
th a t capita l invested in Alaska is ac tua lly  g e ttin g  a re tu rn , 
th in g s  m ight even reach a po in t where more capita l m ight 
be a ttra c ted  to in ve s t money in the  te r r i to r y .  T h a t would 
be te r r ib le .
25Jessen's W eekly, (F a irba n ks , A la ska ), 5 F ebruary  1943, p . 2.
26Anchorage D aily T im es, 25 January 1945, p . 3.
27 Fairbanks D aily News-M iner, 26 F ebruary  1945, p. 2.
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We've heard th a t the  canned-salmon in d u s try  is ac tua lly  
making a p ro f i t  from  operations in A laska and then  on ly  pay­
ing about, th re e -fo u rth s  o f the  taxes in A laska. Shameful, 
is n 't  it?
The 1945 Leg is la tu re  again defeated G ruen ing 's  tax  proposals,
and he a ttr ib u te d  the  defeat to the  in fluence  o f the  canned-salmon
lobby. G ruen ing asserted in h is au tob iog raphy th a t the  in d u s try
bough t all its  insurance policies th ro u g h  a leg is la to r's  insurance
business, sponsored vacations fo r  o the r le g is la to rs , and made cash
o ffe rs  to  oppose th e  f is h - tra p  ta x . Legis la tors S tan ley McCutcheon
and Warren T a y lo r to ld  G ruening th a t th e y  had been o ffe red  $25,000
29between them to  oppose the  ta x .
The 1945 Leg is la tu re  also re jected the  proposed bene fits  to  re ­
tu rn in g  war ve te rans , so the  go ve rn o r called fo r  a special session in 
March 1946. T h a t session approved bonuses and loans based on 
length  o f m ilita ry  se rv ice . I t  p rov ided  fin a nc in g  fo r  homes, business 
and fa rm s, and approved increased local taxes . By 1949 G ruen ing 's  
social program s and broad ta x  base had been approved . The new 
taxes p rov ided  long-neglected fu n d in g  fo r  education , hea lth , tou rism , 
a irp o r ts , housing and a g r ic u ltu re .
Sherwood Ross w rote  in G ruen ing o f A laska th a t the  1949 Legis­
la tu re  passed
an income ta x , a business license ta x , a p ro p e rty  ta x  
to  reach the  p rope rtie s  outs ide o f m un ic ipa lities which had 
gone w ho lly  un taxed, a perm issive sales ta x  fo r  m un ic ipa li-
pQ
D aily A laska Em pire, 22 March 1945, p . 4.
29
Many B a ttle s , p . 334.
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ties and school d is tr ic ts ,  and the~orog ress ive  f is h - tra p  tax  
which had been defeated in 1945.
These v ic to rie s  streng thened  the  opposition  to  G ruen ing in the
te r r i to r y 's  newspapers. The papers th a t had argued aga inst his tax
measures began to  campaign aga inst his renom ination and confirm ation
fo r  g o ve rn o r. P resident H a rry  Trum an nominated G ruening in 1948
fo r  h is th ird  term  as Alaska g o ve rn o r, b u t his confirm ation  hearings
d id  not begin u n til A p r il 1, 1949. He was confirm ed on A p r il 10 b u t
not before opponents te s tif ie d  th a t he had "used d ic ta to ria l methods"
to  push h is proposals th ro u g h  th e  Leg is la tu re  and had harmed A laska's
31developm ent by  a rg u in g  against absentee ow nersh ip .
Opponents even c ited  the  1927 Hearst documents th a t accused
32G ruen ing  o f ta k in g  money from  Mexico to help spread Communism.
The Anchorage D aily Times reported  th a t the g o ve rno r's  opposition  
was headed by A ustin  "Cap" L a th rop , whom i t  described as "A laska
p u b lis h e r, th e a te r ow ner, rad io  sta tion  opera to r and coal mine
33
o p e ra to r ."
La th rop 's  Fairbanks D aily News M iner assailed G ruening fo r  p e r­
sonally lobby ing  the  Leg is la tu re  on beha lf o f his propoals. I t  said 
the  executive  branch should remain separate from  the leg is la tive .
"The g o ve rn o r's  d iscussion o f issues . . . should be confined to
30Sherwood Ross, G ruen ing o f A laska (New Y o rk : Best Books,
1968), p . 127.
31Anchorage D aily T im es, 2 A p r il 1949, p . 1.
32 lb id . ,  4 A p ril 1949, p . 1.
33
Ib id . , 7 A p r il 1949, p 6.
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conferences in h is o ffice  w ith  h is leg is la tive  leaders who v is it  him 
34v o lu n ta r i ly . 1
The News-M iner asked fo r  an end o f the  "tu rm o il and s tr ife  th a t 
marked the  G ruen ing  reg im e." I t  said " th e  G ruening b rand o f adm in­
is tra tio n  and leadersh ip  fo r  another fo u r  years would co n s titu te  a
35g rave  d isse rv ice  to  th is  T e r r i to ry  and the  re s t o f the  n a tio n ."
Drew Pearson, whose synd icated column "W ashington M e rry -G o -
Round" was ca rrie d  by the  N ew s-M iner, commented th a t La throp
dominated G ruen ing 's  confirm ation hearings . Pearson, who called
G ruen ing  " th e  best gove rno r in Alaska h is to ry ,"  re fe rre d  to  La throp
as "th e  man who pu lls  the  w ire s ."  He said "La th rop  is g riped  because
G ruening induced the  Alaska Leg is la tu re  to  impose a local income ta x
36fo r  the  f i r s t  time in h is to ry ."
Pearson contended th a t La th rop 's  se c re ta ry  w rote the  testim ony
fo r  some o f those who spoke aga inst G ruen ing . He said 41 A laskans
had flow n to  Washington to  speak in the  g ove rn o r's  fa v o r, b u t on ly
s ix  o f them were allowed f iv e  m inutes each to te s t ify  w hile  G ruen ing 's
37opponents " te s tif ie d  p ra c tica lly  all d a y ."
The News-M iner responded the  ne x t day by ca lling  Pearson a 
" l ia r "  and his coverage o f the  A laska s itua tion  "s u p e r f ic ia l."  I t  
acknowledged th a t some testim ony was " ty p e d "  by La th rop 's  secre ta ry
34
Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 25 F eb ru a ry  1949, p , 2.
35 Fairbanks D aily  N ew s-M iner, 11 March 1949, p . 2.
36Drew Pearson, "W ashington M e rry -G o -R o u n d ," Fa irbanks Daily 
N ew s-M iner, 9 A p r il 1949, p . 2.
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b u t said th a t was no d if fe re n t from  the p res iden t having h is speeches
38w ritte n  by law yers, judges and p la y w rig h ts .
The News-M iner d ispu ted  Pearson's re p o rt on the  time a llo tted  
each side fo r  tes tim ony. I t  said nine people spoke fo r  G ruen ing fo r  
un lim ited  time while seven opposed him fo r  th re e  and one-ha lf hours . 
The paper defended La th rop , saying he was the  la rges t in d iv id u a l 
ta xp a ye r liv in g  in Alaska and a "heavy su p p o rte r o f local g ove rnm en t."
Had he been bred a t H arvard  and climbed on the  
p u b lic  payro ll a t the  ea rlie s t o p p o rtu n ity  [ lik e  G ruen ing ] o r 
had he m arried w ealth , as Pearson d id , his views m ight be 
somewhat d if fe re n t.
However, in th is  system o f ou rs , someone has to  keep 
the  G ruen ings and the  o th e r p a yro lle rs  in tax  fu n d s .
T h a t's  an economic fa c t o f life  th a t all the  legions o f New 
Dealers haven 't been able to  w o rk  o u t- -y e t.
OO
Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 11 A p r il 1949, p . 2.
CHAPTER X 
Alaska Statehood
G ruening began his th ird  term  determ ined to  earn statehood fo r  
A laska. Since 1939 he had argued th a t th e  federa l governm ent ne­
glected Alaska and he often to ld  in te r io r  departm ent o ffic ia ls  th a t 
federa l policies h indered the  te r r i to r y 's  developm ent. He said A las­
kans could never be equal U .S . c itizens u n til th e y  could vote  in 
p res iden tia l e lections, e lect th e ir  own governo r and send two senators 
and one congressman to  W ashington. G ruening argued h is case at 
g o ve rn o rs ' conferences and before Congressional hearings . Time 
magazine reported  on May 5, 1947, th a t G ruen ing , in testim ony a t a 
Congressional hearing on statehood, had "campaigned vehem ently fo r  
the  abolition  o f h is o ff ic e ."^
S ix  weeks la te r, June 16, Time fea tu red  G ruening on its  cove r. 
"C h u n k y , jug -e a red  D r. E rnest G ruen ing , 60, A laska's New Dealish
T e r r i to ry  G overnor, has been an advocate o f change and a f ig u re  o f 
2
c o n tro v e rs y ,"  Time said.
The cover s to ry  expla ined A laska's tra d it io n  o f ru le  by  absentee 
governm ent and in d u s try . I t  reported  G ruen ing 's  f ig h t  fo r  tax  re ­
form  and the  opposition he faced from  in d u s try  and res iden ts .
i
Time magazine, 5 May 1947, p. 10.
^"Prom ised L a nd ," T im e, 16 June 1947, pp . 12-15.
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"Many an A laskan who had . . . helped beat back the  teeming
3
w ilderness rank led  a t adv ice --even  good adv ice --from  an o u ts id e r ."
The a rtic le  concluded th a t G ruen ing 's  uncomprom ising a ttitu d e  
had earned him many fr ie n d s  as well as unnecessary enemies.
U .S . News & World R eport in te rv iew ed  G ruen ing  in its  Nov. 18, 
1949, issue. The go ve rn o r argued th a t statehood was v ita l to national 
defense. He c ited a b u ild up  by  the  Soviets in S iberia  in popu la tion , 
a g r ic u ltu re  and w eaponry. He said the  Soviets d id  no t recognize the 
sale o f A laska to the  United States by  the  cza ris t governm ent, and 
th a t Russian a ttack and occupation was a serious th re a t.
4
A laska was a "s tepch ild  in the  national fa m ily ."  G ruen ing said.
I t  would ge t adequate considera tion  on ly as a sta te  w ith  fu l l rep resen­
ta tion  in W ashington.
He u rged developm ent in A laska to match the  S oviet b u ild up  in 
S iberia .
We are t r y in g  to  convince the re s t o f mankind th a t a 
fre e  society such as ours is more p ro du c tive  o f happiness 
and more en du rin g  than the  police sta te . And I know of 
no b e tte r way o f dem onstra ting  th a t "khan to  b u ild  up such 
a society in those n o rth e rn  la titudes .
Statehood had long been a sub ject o f comment in A laska's news­
papers. The D aily A laska Empire had opposed i t  on the  g round  th a t 
the  small population could not su p p o rt a state governm ent. I t  said 
taxes would have to  be increased trem endously to  assume the  services
3 I b id .
^ U .S . News & World R eport, 18 November 1949, pp . 32-36. 
3 1 b id .
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then p rov ided  by the  federa l governm ent. I t  said the  people could 
no t su p p o rt a g o ve rn o r, se c re ta ry  o f s ta te , c o u rt system and Legis la­
tu re .
The Anchorage D aily Times and its  p u b lis h e r, R obert A twood, 
supported  statehood. I t  contended th a t A laska could no t p rosper 
w ith o u t so ve re ign ty  and a fu ll voice in W ashington.
"W ith two senators . . .  we would have a real voice in the  
a ffa irs  o f governm ent. We would no longer be in the  position  o f an 
o u ts id e r looking in . We would no longer depend on the  to lerance o f a 
governm ent th a t regards us as a s te p c h ild ."
A statehood referendum  was placed on the  A laska general election 
ba llo t in O ctober 1946 and i t  passed by a th re e -to -tw o  m arg in .
Bob B a r t le tt ,  A laska's n o n -vo tin g  delegate to  C ongress, in troduced  a 
statehood b ill on Jan. 3, 1947. The b ill d ied , b u t i t  b ro u g h t the 
issue before Congress and convinced the nation o f A laska's ro le  in 
the  Cold War.
The Alaska Statehood Committee, formed by the  1949 T e rr ito r ia l 
Leg is la tu re , began to  pub lic ize  its  cause nationw ide. The committee's 
11 members were appointed by  G ruen ing and approved b y  the  Legis la ­
tu re . Anchorage D aily Times p u b lishe r R obert Atwood was its  chairm an.
A statehood b ill passed the  U .S . House o f R epresentatives in 
1950 and hearings began immediately in the  Senate. P res ident Trum an 
supported  the  b ill and C a lifo rn ia  G overnor Earl Warren spoke in its  
fa v o r. The canned-salmon in d u s try  sent lobby is ts  to  stop statehood.
g
Anchorage D aily T im es, 26 January 1945, p . 2.
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Its  oppos ition , according to  h is to rian  Naske, "was based on the
knowledge th a t the  new state would take contro l o f the  fish e rie s  and
immediately abolish the  hated and deadly e ffic ie n t fish  t ra p s . " 7
A June 30 ed ito ria l in the  New Y o rk  Times urged the  Senate to
pass statehood b ills  fo r  A laska and Hawaii. " I t  is incons is ten t w ith
democratic p ractice  to  deny c itizens the  r ig h t  o f se lf g o ve rnm en t," i t
sa id . The Times stressed A laska's s tra te g ic  im portance and said the
8wishes o f the  people o f the te r r i to r y  should be considered.
Senate opposition centered on A laska's economy and on the  
fitn e ss  o f A laskans to  serve in the  Senate. Sen. John S tennis (D . -  
M iss .) said th a t senators from  A laska would rep resen t people who 
were not attached geograph ica lly  o r c u ltu ra lly  to  the  continenta l 
United S tates. S tennis said th a t i f  A laska and Hawaii were s ta tes, 
fo u r  new U .S . senators would vote on "domestic a ffa irs  o f the  people 
o f M ichigan, fo r  example. . . . With all candor and w ith  all deference 
to  th e ir  in te g r ity ,  how can th e y  know a n y th in g  about the  domestic
9
a ffa irs  o f the  people o f M ichigan?"
Naske summed up S tenn is ' argum ents: "Once A laska was adm itted
i t  would lead to  the  admission o f Hawaii as w e ll. Then w hat would stop
10the  admission o f the V irg in  Is lands, Puerto Rico, Guam and Okinawa?"
7Claus-M . Naske, An In te rp re ta tiv e  H is to ry  o f A laskan Statehood 
(A nchorage , A laska: A laska N orthw est P ub lish ing  Company, 1973),
p . 100 .
^ New Y o rk  T im es, 30 June 1950, p . 22.
9
U .S . Congress, Senate, Congressional R ecord, 81st C o n g ., 2nd 
sess ., 1950, 96, p t. 12: 15934.
1°N aske, p . 103.
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Stennis quoted from  a New Y o rk  Times a rtic le  on A laska th a t said
"w in te rtim e  tem peratures range down to 65 degrees below zero. B r ie f
11exposure can mean d e a th ."
S tennis added, "The  lack o f developm ent o f A laska does not arise
because o f any lack o f law o r o rd e r, b u t the  exp lanation is found  in
12th a t sh o rt sentence . . . 'B r ie f  exposure can mean d e a th . 1 11
The b ill died w ith  the  close o f the  1950 session, b u t B a r t le tt  kept 
the  issue a live  in the House u n til the  Republican landslide  in 1952 
elected P resident D w ight D. Eisenhower and established a conserva tive  
m a jo rity  o f one in the  Senate.
G ruen ing 's  term  ended A p r il 9, 1953, and the  Eisenhower adm in­
is tra tio n  appointed in h is place F rank Heintzleman, a Republican who 
f irm ly  opposed statehood.
The statehood ba ttle  in the  Senate continued to  be a po litica l 
one. The Anchorage Daily Times re p rin te d  a Boston T ra v e le r e d ito r ­
ial th a t said th a t Hawaii was a R epub lican-con tro lled  te r r i to r y ,  while 
A laska was h ig h ly  Democratic. A laska as a state would s treng th en  
Democrats and Hawaii would add to  the  Republican m a jo rity .
" I t  is safe to  say th a t both te r r ito r ie s  would long since have
been adm itted to the  Union i f  i t  had not been fo r  th is  po litica l chicken 
13f ig h t . " 1,3 
11 U .S . Congress, Senate, Congressional R ecord, 81st C o n g .,
2nd sess ., 1950, 96, p t.  12: 15936.
12 Ib id .
13Anchorage D aily T im es, 28 March 1953, p. 6 .
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The day G ruen ing le ft o ffice , the  Anchorage D aily T im es, the 
paper th a t 14 years e a rlie r had called the  gove rno r a re jected Ickes 
b u rea u c ra t, pub lished a g low ing ed ito ria l en titled  "A laska 's  G reatest 
G o ve rn o r."  G ruen ing 's  f ig h t  fo r  statehood, which R obert Atwood 
su p p o rte d , was the  basis o f the  D aily Times's change o f op in ion .
The ed ito ria l said th a t G ruen ing ta u g h t A laskans th a t th e ir  lives 
d id  not have to be con tro lled  b y  Washington bureaucra ts  and Seattle 
businessmen. He fo u g h t the  special in te res ts  th a t tr ie d  to  con tro l
14Alaska governm ent, and b ro u g h t the  te r r i to r y  to  national a tte n tio n .
U n til he became g o ve rn o r, A laskans looked b lin d ly  at 
th e ir  p resen t shortcom ings and inadequacies. They to le ra ted  
inadequacies, incompetence and often s tup id  fum b ling  in the 
adm in is tra tion  o f th e ir  a ffa irs . They lived under a system 
where crumbs o f a tten tion  from  the  federa l governm ent were 
accepted w ith  humble g ra titu d e ; where pow erfu l business 
in te res ts  in Seattle d ic ta ted  to th e ir  te r r ito r ia l governm ent 
w hat tax  monies th e y  could have and what a pp rop ria tions  
th e y  could make fo r  new roads, new schools and all the  
o th e r fa c ilit ie s  needed so bad ly  th ro u g h o u t A laska.
G ruening changed all th a t. . . .  He to ld  and re to ld  
the  s to ry  o f neglect th a t has marked American ru le  C|̂
A laska ever since the  purchase from  Russia in 1867.
The e d ito ria l said th a t G ruen ing often risked  h is job b y  c r i t ic iz ­
ing his superio rs  in Washington fo r  th e ir  neglect o f the  te r r i to r y .
[G ru e n in g ] placed his career in jeopardy when th e  
needs o f A laska requ ire d  i t .  . . . He ca rried  A laska to  the 
th resho ld  o f one considera tion  th a t overshadowed all ^ th e r s - -  
statehood and the  sovereign ru le  o f its  own d e s tin y .
14"A laska 's  G reatest G o ve rn o r,"  Anchorage D aily T im es, 9 
A p r il 1953, p . 6 .
15..Ib id .
1 6 ... ,Ib id .
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G ruen ing  re tire d  to  h is Eagle R ive r Landing home 25 miles no rth  
o f Juneau and began w r it in g  a h is to ry  o f A laska and magazine a rtic les  
on statehood.
Statehood advocates had been encouraged when the  Republican
P arty  p la tfo rm  in 1952 endorsed statehood fo r  A laska and Hawaii.
M oreover, Eisenhower had stated w hile campaigning in D enver on
Sept. 17, 1952, th a t "q u ic k  admission o f A laska and Hawaii to  s ta te -
17hood w ill show the w orld  th a t America practices what i t  p reaches."
B u t Ike 's  commitment to  se lf-de te rm ina tion  and an ti-co lon ia lism  
died q u ic k ly  a fte r h is e lection . In h is f i r s t  S ta te -o f-U n ion  address, 
Feb. 2, 1953, he promised action tow ard Hawaiian statehood b u t d id  
no t mention A laska.
G ruen ing 's  f i r s t  a rtic le  on statehood appeared in H arpe r's  maga­
zine one month a fte r  he le ft o ffice . He suggested th a t Eisenhower 
was eager to  adm it Hawaii because o f its  Republican tra d it io n . The 
new state would e lect two Republican senators and the  p re s id e n t's
p a rty  would s treng then  its  m a jo rity  in Congress. A laska, however,
18would e lect Democrats.
A laska also faced opposition from  Southern Democrats like  S tenn is . 
G ruen ing charged th a t th e ir  stand was based on the  fe a r th a t A laska's 
senators would not share the  Southern view  on c lo tu re , the  procedura l 
device by which f i l ib u s te r  was stopped. Southern Democrats feared
17 Ernest G ruen ing , "Colonialism  in A la ska ," C u rre n t H is to ry , 
December, 1955, pp . 349-355.
18Ernest G ruen inq , "Statehood fo r  A la ska ," H a rp e r's , May, 1953, 
pp . 72-77.
th a t w ith o u t f i l ib u s te r  th e y  would be unable to  b lock c iv il r ig h ts  
le g is la tio n .
G ruen ing 's  a rtic le  attem pted to  re fu te  the  th re e  most p rom inent 
argum ents against s ta te h o o d --th a t its  population was too small, th a t i t  
was too fa r  from  W ashington, and th a t its  resources could not su p p o rt 
a s ta te .
He argued th a t A laska's 1950 population o f 128,000 was g re a te r 
than the  population o f o n e -th ird  o f the states at the  time o f th e ir  
adm ission. And fiv e  o f those states had few er people in re la tion  to
the  national population than A laska had in re la tion  to the  1950 national
19to ta l. 13
The question o f d istance to  W ashington G ruen ing called "nonsense. 
Modern tra n sp o rta tio n  made the  na tion 's  cap ita l c loser to  A laska than 
i t  was to  Oregon when th a t te r r i to r y  earned statehood in 1859.
"Measured in . . . time req u ired  to  jou rn e y  between the  proposed 
state and the  national cap ita l, A laska (and Hawaii) are much nearer 
Washington today than were all the  states a t the time o f th e ir  adm is­
s io n . " 20
G ruening termed the  th ird  a rg u m e n t-- in s u ffic ie n t fu n d s - - " fa n c i-  
f u l . "  While gold was d e c lin in g , a g r ic u ltu re , fis h in g  and tim be r were 
develop ing renewable resources. O il, as well as m inerals o th e r than 
gold and copper, had scarce ly been touched. He called the  tax
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s tru c tu re  "s u ff ic ie n t ly  com prehensive and fle x ib le  to  come p re tty  close
21to  sus ta in ing  the  cost o f s ta tehood."
G ruen ing 's  nex t a rtic le  appeared in the  Nation Ju ly  11, 1953.
He pointed ou t th a t the  federa l governm ent owned 93 pe rcen t o f the  
land in A laska. Many congressmen complained th a t the  new state 
could not su p p o rt its e lf on seven pe rcen t o f the  land and i t  would 
become a vassal o f the  Departm ent o f the In te r io r . G ruen ing said the
22statehood b ill should inc lude en titlem ent to  23 m illion acres fo r  A laska.
Federal land policies had not applied to  Alaska u n til 1898 and 
homestead laws o ften  d id  not w o rk  because Congress fa iled  to  a p p ro p r i­
ate funds  fo r  s u rv e y in g . A laskans had pleaded fo r  changes to make 
federa l land ava ilab le , b u t Congress had no t acted.
"Members o f Congress opposed to  statehood use the  s tic k  o f
23th e ir  own—or th e ir  p redecessors '--shortcom ings to beat A laska w ith ."
The canned-salmon in d u s try  was, according to G ruen ing , the
24"p rin c ip a l enemy o f A laskan s ta tehood ." He said the  Seattle-based 
in d u s try  believed th a t an A laska state Leg is la tu re  would ban fish  tra p s . 
These e ffic ie n t tra p s  were opposed by fisherm en and the  general p u b lic . 
T ra ps  had been outlawed in W ashington, Oregon and B r it is h  Columbia. 
In d u s try  lobb y is ts  worked in Juneau and W ashington, D .C .,  to b lock
21 Ib id .
22
Ernest G ruen ing , "49th and 50th S tates: GOP B etrays a 
P ledge ," The N ation , 11 Ju ly  1953, pp . 24-27.
23 Ib id .
24 Ib id .
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statehood leg is la tion . The in d u s try  also feared th a t statehood would 
mean increased taxes. The salmon pack was taxed on a per-case 
basis ra th e r than on the  value o f the  p ro d u c t. A laska earned no 
more on the  salmon catch in years when prices were h igh than i t  d id 
in poor years .
G ruen ing 's  book The State o f A laska in te rp re te d  the  te r r i to r y 's
h is to ry  as one o f neglect by  Congress. Since i t  was purchased from
25Russia in 1867, A laska had been "th e  na tion 's  u g ly  d u c k lin g .
G ruen ing traced the  s tru g g le  o f A laskans to  govern themselves and
the  resistance o f Congress to g ra n t them th a t r ig h t .  Congressmen
were often pressured  by  West Coast salmon packers and Eastern
businessmen w ith  m ining claims in A laska.
G ruen ing 's  account o f A laska since 1867 was separated in to  "the
era o f to ta l neg lect, the era o f mild b u t en lightened in te re s t, the  era
o f g row ing  aw areness," and "A laska 's  pending p rob lem s."
He said the  te r r i to r y 's  population had grown in the  20th ce n tu ry
and by 1954 i t  had p roved  i t  could govern  its e lf ,  b u t "governm ent by
consent o f the  governed" s t il l was no t a re a lity . U nder federa l
c o n tro l, land laws were unw orkab le , ju s tice  and law enforcem ent were
d e fic ie n t, governm ent dealings w ith  Natives were in e ffe c tive , and the
26salmon resource was being des troyed .
25 Ernest G ruen ing , The State o f A laska (New Y o rk : Random
House, 1954), p . 29.
26lb id . ,  p . 319.
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He concluded th a t "th e  state o f A laska would not be improved
27apprec iab ly  u n til the  State o f A laska came in to  b e in g ."
A New Y o rk  Times review  o f the  book said "Congress . . . o p e r­
ates usua lly  on the  p r in c ip le  o f a cco un tab ility  to  home co n s titu e n ts ,
28not to  d is ta n t te r r i to r ia l is ts . " The rev iew er suggested th a t statehood 
would be achieved easily i f  enough people read G ruen ing 's  book.
The cause o f statehood was helped cons iderab ly  when one o f its  
ch ie f opponents, the  Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, changed its  op in ion . 
A u s tin  La th rop  sold the  paper to C.W. Snedden, and on Feb. 27, 1954, 
the  paper came ou t as a s trong  statehood advocate. A fro n t-p a g e
29ed ito ria l said A laskans1 s ta tus was "an in s u lt to  American c itiz e n s ."
I t  said th a t A laska's tra n s p o rta tio n , law enforcem ent and jud ic ia l 
systems could not develop u n til people were represented by  vo ting  
members o f Congress.
A laska has a g rea t d e s tin y . . . .  We are going to be a 
p rosperous, valued State o f the  Union someday, th ro u gh  
the  to il,  fo re s ig h t and fo r t itu d e  o f o u r c itizens here in the  
N o rth . B u t . . .  we are not going to  make substan tia l 
p rogress tow ard th is  d e s tin y  so long as we are "w ards" o f 
the  federal governm ent liv in g  under the  superv is ion  o f a 
Congress th a t does not understand  o u r problems o r realize 
o u r p o s ib ilitie s .
We say tu rn  Alaska loose from  th is  deadly federa l 
embrace. Give Americans in Alaska the  fu ll p riv ileg e s  o f 
American c itize n sh ip . T u rn  A laska's d e s tin y  over to 
A laskans. . . . A laskan c itizens can m eet-the challenges 
o f statehood and th e y  are eager to do so.
27lb id . ,  p . 492.
28New Y o rk  T im es, 28 November 1954, sec. 7, p . 6.
29 Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 27 F eb ru a ry  1954, p . 1.
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Snedden was one o f many u rg in g  a cons titu tio na l conven tion .
The 1955 T e r r ito r ia l Leg is la tu re  passed a b ill p ro v id in g  fo r  the  elec­
tion  o f delegates to a conven tion , and 55 people met th a t November at 
the  U n iv e rs ity  o f A laska in Fa irbanks to  w rite  a statehood con s titu tio n  
The convention was approp ria ted  $300,000 fo r  a 75-day session.
G ruening de live red  the  keynote address to  open the  conven tion . 
The Fairbanks D aily News-M iner reported  th a t the  fo rm er gove rno r
"condemned w hat he termed ‘United States colonialism ' in ou r na tion 's
31dealings w ith  A la ska ."
G ruen ing said A laskans su ffe re d  the  same in jus tices  the  co lonists
revo lted  aga inst in 1775. He charged th a t A laskans were taxed
32w ith o u t represen ta tion  and fo rced in to  m ilita ry  se rv ice .
News-M iner ed ito ria ls  echoed his op in ions and called fo r  " fu ll
33r ig h ts  o f American c itiz e n s h ip ."  The paper warned th a t i f  t e r r i t o r ­
ial s ta tus con tinued , A laskans would be taxed a t increasing rates b u t 
would receive no bene fits  from  those taxes.
"O ld Uncle Sam a ppa ran tly  is not above ta k in g  advantage o f th is  
des ire  o f A laskans to  run  th e ir  own show. He is p e rfe c tly  w illin g  to
g ra n t us some of the  expenses th a t go w ith  s ta tehood--the  financ ia l
34ob liga tions . B u t how about the  fu ll r ig h ts  o f c itizensh ip? "
31 Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 9 November 1955, p . 1.
32ibid.
33 Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 10 November 1955, p . 4.
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Besides the  c o n s titu tio n , the  most im portan t p ro d u c t o f the  
convention was the  Tennessee Plan to  achieve statehood. Tennessee 
was the  f i r s t  o f seven te r r ito r ie s  to gain statehood by e lecting  the 
number o f rep resen ta tives i t  would be allowed as a state and sending 
them to  W ashington to  push th e ir  cause.
The News-M iner immediately backed the  p lan . I t  said Congress 
would have to  lis ten  i f  A laska sent two senators and one rep resen ta ­
tiv e  to  W ashington. Even i f  th e y  were re fused seats, the  Tennessee 
Plan delegates would b r in g  national a tte n tio n .
"A dop ting  the  Tennessee Plan would show Congress and the  
nation th a t A laska is s incere and determ ined in its  f ig h t .  . . . O nly
th ro u g h  a bold and aggressive  move can Alaska achieve statehood in
u35 o u r t im e .11
Three Democrats were elected to  A laska's Tennessee Plan delega­
tion  in the  O ct. 9, 1956, general e lection . E rnest G ruen ing and
William Egan were elected to  the  U .S . Senate and Ralph R ivers to the
36House o f R epresenta tives.
The Tennessee Plan Congressmen a rr iv e d  in Washington fo r  the  
opening o f the  85th Congress in Janua ry , 1957. They were not 
o ff ic ia lly  recognized b u t immediately began to  meet w ith  House and 
Senate members to  en lis t su p p o rt fo r  statehood. G ruening ta lked  w ith
35 Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 24 January 1956, p. 4.
36Naske, An In te rp re ta tiv e  H is to ry  o f A laskan S tatehood, p . 146.
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newspapermen, and C.W. Snedden o f the News-M iner gained the 
s u p p o rt o f H enry Luce's Time and L ife magazines.
The House In te r io r  and In su la r A ffa irs  Committee recommended 
on June 25, 1957, th a t A laska be adm itted. By th a t J u ly , House 
speaker Sam R ayburn o f Texas endorsed statehood, and P resident 
Eisenhower gave i t  h is approva l in his budge t message on Jan. 13,
1958.
The Tennesee Plan delegates continued to  app ly  p re ssu re , and
on May 28, 1958, the  House passed the statehood b ill and sent i t  to
the  Senate. T ha t body passed i t  June 30 on a 64-20 ro ll-c a ll vo te ,
and the  fo llow ing  January 3 Alaska became the  49th state when
P resident Eisenhower signed the  proclam ation.
The statehood ba ttle  had made Alaska a focus o f national a tte n tio n .
The s ign ing  ceremony was in the  White House cab ine t room, where
G ru en ing , Bob B a r t le tt ,  Ralph R ive rs , Robert A tw ood, A laska G overnor
Mike S tepovich , and S ecre ta ry  o f the  In te r io r  Fred Seaton crowded
behind the  p re s iden t. The Anchorage Times reported  "a b a tte ry  o f
movie and tv  cameras w h irre d  fu r io u s ly  reco rd ing  the  h is to r ic  event.
. . . A s tand ing  room o n ly  crowd o f newsmen and White House aides
37sp illed  o u t o f the  cab ine t room in to  the  ha llw ay ."
"We th in k  o f E rnest G ruen ing , who made statehood the  goal o f
h is long incum bency as g o ve rn o r, o f his w rit in g s  and o f h is term  as
38prov is iona l senator under the  A laska-Tennessee P lan ."
37Anchorage D aily T im es, 3 January 1959, p . 1.
38
Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 30 June 1958, p . 1.
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The Anchorage D aily Times published an e x tra  ed ition  when news 
o f the Senate vote came over the  Associated Press w ire . The banner 
headline, which declared sim ply "WE'RE IN ,"  is a piece o f Statehood 
memorabilia.
CHAPTER XI 
A Senate Campaign and the  T onk in  G u lf
The Tennessee Plan delegates had to  face re -e lec tion  to  keep
th e ir  jobs a fte r  statehood. G ruen ing  ran fo r  the  Senate against
Republican A laska G overnor Mike S tepovich o f Fa irbanks. S tepovich
received favo rab le  p u b lic ity  in L ife  magazine, and Time fea tu red  him
on its  cove r. The cover s to ry  called him "a man o f the  people" w ith
1
"open-faced fr ie n d lin e s s ."
The Fairbanks D aily News-M iner re p rin te d  th e  s to ry  and praised
its  honesty and tho roughness. The News-M iner endorsed Stepovich
in h is race aga inst G ruen ing . I t  covered S tepovich 's  speeches from
e ve ry  co rne r o f the  s ta te , b u t neglected the  G ruen ing  campaign in  its
news columns. Its  ed ito ria ls  blasted the Democrat, saying he was " in
danger o f s e lf- in f la tio n  i f  he makes the m istake o f reading the p u b li-  
2
c ity  about h im ."
The paper charged th a t G ruening often challenged opponents to
debates b u t never took p a r t in an actual con test.
To all o f G ruen ing 's  t it le s  and honors can be added 
th a t o f g re a t o ra to r. B u t the  tra g e dy  o f i t  all is th a t none 
o f the  debates have ever come o ff .  For one who loves to  
ta lk ,  th e re fo re , G ruen ing  is le ft  in the  sad position  o f 
being fo rced to  ta lk  to  h im self.
1
Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 5 June 1958, p. 4.
2
Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 10 October 1958, p . 4.
3 I b id .
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The News-M iner a ttacked G ruen ing 's  claim to  Alaska res idency.
I t  called him "no th in g  more than a ca rpe tbagger from  W ashington" and 
said h is home at Eagle R iver Landing no rth  o f Juneau was ju s t a
u- 4summer cabin.
"The good, g ra y  Doctor G ru e n in g ,"  i t  sa id , "had a permanent
home in W ashington, D .C . I t  u rged people to vote fo r  Mike S tepovich ,
5
who earned his claim to  be an Alaskan " r ig h t fu l ly  and h o n e s tly ."
News-M iner news sto ries on the  Senatorial campaign were fa r  
from  ob jective . The paper ran fro n t-p a g e  p ic tu re s  o f a sm iling , 
"o p tim is tic " S tepovich. A headline near one p ic tu re  said "M ike Levels 
S ights  o n / G ruen ing ; States P lans." The s to ry  quoted S tepovich as 
saying th a t a debate w ith  G ruen ing would on ly  help the  Democrat 
g a the r an audience. He d id  not want to go th a t fa r  to  help his 
opponent. S tepovich u rged  vo te rs  to  be sure  the  man th e y  elected 
was " t r u ly  a rep resen ta tive  o f th is  s ta te . " 7
The News-M iner ca rried  Drew Pearson's "W ashington M erry -G o- 
Round" and was in fu r ia te d  when the  colum nist endorsed G ruening and 
classed Mike Stepovich as one o f the  "johnny-com e-la te lies" in the 
statehood b a ttle .
Pearson said Stepovich was ta k in g  c re d it fo r  statehood b u t 
G ruen ing  was "th e  man who u n o b tru s ive ly  b u t co ns is ten tly  badgered
4"A n Alaskan For A la skan s ," Fa irbanks D a ily  News-M iner 13 
O ctober 1958, p . 4.
5 lb id .
Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 21 October 1958, p . 1.
7 lb id .
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senators, bu ttonho led  congressmen, maneuvered in the  sm oke-filled
8rooms. He more than  anyone else is the  fa th e r o f th e  49th s ta te ."
The ne x t day the  News-M iner called Pearson, who was synd icated
g
in 600 papers na tionw ide , " th e  garbage man o f the  fo u r th  e s ta te ."
I t  asked how F a irbanks-b o rn  Stepovich could be considered a jo h n n y -
com e-late ly to  A laska. I t  d id  not acknowledge th a t S tepovich had
opposed statehood in the  e a rly  50s.
The News-M iner said th a t though G ruening " th re w  him self heart
and soul in to  the  statehood b a tt le ,"  he was so intense th a t he often
h u r t  h is own cause. I t  said th a t fo r tu n a te ly  Bob B a r t le tt  was in
10W ashington to help "pa tch  up the  damage G ruen ing d id . "
One word in M r. Pearson's column about E rnest 
G ruening s ticks  ou t like  a sore thum b. The w ord says he 
worked 'u n o b tru s iv e ly ' in W ashington. I t  s ticks  ou t be­
cause i t  is so d e va s ta tin g ly  in a p p ro p ria te . I f  ever you see 
anybody being u n o b tru s ive  you w on 't.have  to  ask his name 
to be sure i t  is not E rnest G ruen ing .
The News-M iner said i t  was bothered by p r in t in g  Pearson's
"garbage" b u t said " fo r  the  time being w e'll ge t a c lo thesp in  fo r  ou r 
12ed ito ria l nose."
The clo thesp in  stayed on on ly  th ree  weeks and the  News-M iner 
dropped the  column. I t  contended th a t Pearson had been cons is ten tly
g
Drew Pearson, "W ashington M e rry -G o -R o u n d ," Fa irbanks Daily 
N ew s-M iner, 7 Ju ly  1958, p . 4.
g
"The  Garbage Man o f the  Fourth  E s ta te ," Fa irbanks D aily News- 
M in e r, 8 Ju ly  1958, p . 4.
10 lb id .
11 Ib id .
12lb id .
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inaccurate  about A laska, and i t  d id  not w ant to  "d is tr ib u te  garbage
13w ith  o u r new spaper." The paper said i t  was no t d ropp ing  Pearson
because he was libe ra l o r a n ti-R ep ub lican , b u t "because he is so
14e v e rla s tin g ly  careless w ith  the  fa c ts ."
While the  News-M iner was co rre c t in ob jec ting  to  Pearson's des­
c r ip tio n  o f G ruen ing as "u n o b tru s iv e ,"  the  major facts  in the  Ju ly  7 
column were co rre c t, S tepovich jo ined the  statehood ba ttle  la te r 
than G ruening d id , and he played a smaller ro le than the  Tennessee 
Plan delegate.
Pearson sued the  News-M iner and its  p u b lish e r C.W. Snedden
fo r  $76,000. He said the  a ttacks on him were "fa lse , scandalous,
15defam atory and lib e lo u s ."  He charged th a t News-M iner e d ito ria ls
caused the  p u b lic  to believe h is re p o rtin g  on A laska was inaccura te .
The paper's  comments meant th a t Pearson "produced jo u rn a lis tic  tra s h ,
re fuse and o ffa l and th a t he h im self in h is professional s ta tus was
1 fi
comparable to  a person who disposes tra s h ."
Pearson said the  News-M iner in ju red  his repu ta tion  and deprived  
him o f p ro fits .
Pearson lost the  case and appealed to  the  A laska Supreme C ou rt, 
which upheld the  decision on the  ground  th a t p r iv ile g e  o f fa ir  comment
13"E x it  Drew Pearson," F a irb a n ks ‘ D aily N ew s-M iner, 15 A ugus t 
1958, p . 4.
1 4 ... .Ib id .
15Fairbanks D aily  N ew s-M iner, 14 O ctober 1958, p . 1.
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17applied to the  "W ashington M e rry -G o -R oun d . 11 Since the  column
perta ined  to  p ub lic  m atters and Pearson o ffe red  i t  fo r  p u b lic  approva l,
statements made aga inst i t  were no t libelous unless th e y  were made
w ith  actual malice. The A laska Supreme C ou rt applied the  d e fin itio n
o f malice th a t the  U .S . Supreme C ou rt would use in New Y o rk  Times
vs . S u llivan  in 1964: Actua l malice ex is ts  when a statem ent is made
w ith  knowledge th a t i t  is fa lse o r w ith  reckless d is re g a rd  o f w hether 
1 ft
i t  is fa lse o r not.
The A laska Supreme C o u rt ru led  th a t Pearson was no t libe led even
though  the  News-M iner implied th a t his column was l ite ra ry  garbage.
The News-M iner even attacked a grade-school newspaper fo r
endors ing  G ruening and u rg in g  its  readers to  vote Democratic. The
News-M iner declared th a t pa rtisan  po litics  had no place in the  schools.
In to ta lita r ia n  coun tries  the  schools are used almost as 
educational p risons where cap tive  audiences composed o f 
youngste rs  are b ra in  washed. . . . The issue is no t a m inor 
o n e - - it  is serious. What is at stake is ^ p r in c ip le  which is 
closely tie d  in w ith  American freedoms.
Vice P resident R ichard N ixon and Senator John Kennedy (D . -  
M ass.) campaigned in A laska fo r  th e ir  p a rty 's  candidates. Nixon 
spoke in Juneau, Anchorage and Fairbanks and said S tepovich 's 
" fr ie n d s h ip s  combined w ith  his v igo ro us , young approach to  problems
17Harold L. Nelson and D w igh t L. T e e te r, Law o f Mass Communi­
cations: Freedom and C ontro l o f P r in t and Broadcast Media (M ineola,
New Y o rk : The Foundation Press, 1978), p p . 150-151.
1 8 ... .Ib id .
19
Fairbanks D aily  N ew s-M iner, 21 O ctober 1958, p . 4.
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w ill make him one o f the  most e ffec tive  members o f the  United States 
Senate.
Kennedy endorsed G ruen ing and Bob B a r t le tt  in th e ir  campaigns 
fo r  the  Senate. He said both men were known and respected in 
W ashington.
One month before the  e lec tion , the News-M iner ran a fro n t-p a g e
s to ry  w ith  a fou r-co lum n photo o f S tepovich 's  d a ug h te r's  10th b ir th -  
21day p a rty .
The paper continued to  accuse "G ruen ing  and h is henchmen" o f
mud s lin g in g . "L it t le  71 -yea r-o ld  E rnest G ruen ing o f all people has
reck less ly  led h is band o f mud s linge rs  in to  b a ttle , perhaps w itho u t
rea liz ing  th a t i f  h is opponents were in te rested  in the  same ta c tic s ,
the  poor l it t le  fe llow  would undoub ted ly  be hopelessly b u ried  in mud
22up to  h is eyebrow s."
On election eve the  News-M iner called G ruen ing "s to rm y" and
"a b ra s iv e ."  I t  said "th e  s p ry  old gentleman [w as] no t tro u b le d  by 
23undue m odesty."
When G ruening won by 2,581 vo tes, the  News-M iner conceded
th a t he "campaigned tire le s s ly , w ith  the  energy and enthusiasm of a
24man h a lf h is y e a rs ."  A laska's f i r s t  th ree  U .S . congressmen and its
20Anchorage D aily T im es, 3 November 1958, p . 1.
21
Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 24 O ctober 1958, p . 1.
22Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 6 November 1958, p . 4.
23 Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 22 November 1958, p . 4.
24Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 28 November 1958, p . 4.
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f i r s t  elected gove rno r were Democrats.
The Alaska statehood proclamation was signed a t noon, Jan 3, 
1959, because th a t was the  precise s ta rtin g  and ending time fo r  terms 
o f U .S . congressmen. I t  meant th a t A laska's senators began th e ir  
te rm s a t the  same moment elected Democrats from  o th e r states began 
th e irs , so no s e n io r ity  was gained o r lost.
G ruening and Senate colleague Bob B a r t le tt  were sworn in 
January  7. T h e ir  term s were staggered to  assure th e y  would not 
leave o ffice  the  same yea r. Each man drew  a s lip  o f paper from  a 
box to  determ ine the  leng th  o f his te rm . The box held s lips fo r  
tw o -, fo u r -  and s ix -y e a r te rm s. B a rt le tt  d rew  the  tw o -ye a r te rm , 
G ruen ing the  fo u r-y e a r  te rm , w hile the  s ix -y e a r term  remained in the 
box. The two tossed a coin and B a rtle tt was designated "sen io r 
s e n a to r."
As U .S . senato r, G ruen ing again became invo lved  in fo re ign  
a ffa irs , especia lly Latin American coun tries  and the  r ig h ts  o f those 
governm ents to ru le  them selves. He v is ited  American Samoa, Guam 
and Mexico. In the  O ct. 6 , 1962, N ation, he warned against "e x p o rt­
ing tro u b le " by  sending arms to  unstable Latin American governm ents. 
He said the  $500 m illion in m ilita ry  aid in the  preced ing  decade had 
caused g re a te r in s ta b il ity . He c ited  a m ilita ry  coup in Peru where 
A m e rica n -b u ilt tanks and so ld iers tra in ed  by the  U .S . A rm y helped 
o ve rth row  the  governm ent.
Communist aggression in Latin America, G ruen ing  be lieved, could 
not be tu rn e d  back w ith  the  conventional arms the  U nited States 
supp lied  those na tions. U .S . weapons "were being used to  maintain
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d ic ta to rsh ip s  o r to  o ve rth row  e x is tin g  governm ents and replace them
25w ith  m ilita ry  ru le ."
F u rth e r, he believed th a t Latin American coun tries  were try in g  
to  keep pace w ith  each o th e r m ilita r i ly  while neg lecting  the  social 
needs o f the  people. When Peru received U .S . arm s, Ecuador p ro te s ­
ted u n til i t  go t an equal share.
In these v e ry  same coun tries  housing cond itions fo r  
the  vas t m a jo rity  o f people are appa lling ; disease is ram pant, 
ill ite ra c y  rates are sh o ck ing ly  h igh and hunge r is a normal 
con d ition . S u re ly  o u r A m ericaa-do lla rs  can be b e tte r spent 
in Latin America than on arms.
A major earthquake h it  Southcentra l A laska on Good F rid a y ,
March 27, 1964. Twelve people died in Anchorage and the  towns of 
Valdez, W h ittie r and Seward were la rge ly  des troyed . A 17-foot tid a l 
wave damaged coastal v illages and po rts  as fa r  south as C a lifo rn ia . 
E ighteen people in Kodiak died when a 45-foot tid e  s tru c k  the commun­
ity .
The Seattle P o s t-In te llig e n ce r covered the  d isas te r ex te n s ive ly .
The caption under one Associated Press photo o f downtown Anchorage
27read, "F issu res , like  m ouths, gu lp  down s to res , c a rs ."
G ruen ing and Edward M cDerm ott, d ire c to r o f the  federa l o ffice  of 
emergency p la n n in g , immediately flew  to Anchorage on the  p res iden tia l 
je t .  McDermott estimated the  damage at $500 m illion and G ruen ing  went
25 Ernest G ruen ing , "E x p o rtin g  T ro u b le ,"  The N ation, 6 O ctober, 
1962, pp . 194-96.
2 6 ... .Ib id .
27Seattle P o s t-In te llig e n c e r, 29 March 1964, sec. C , p . 5.
to  w o rk  in Congress fo r  fu n d s . One source o f fu n d s , the  Small
Business A d m in is tra tio n , o ffe red  loans to A laska businesses a t th ree
percen t in te re s t, the  maximum rate allowed.
G ruening pro tested  th a t A laskans should be charged the  same
ra te  th a t fo re ign  governm ents pay fo r  U .S . lo a n s --th re e -q u a rte rs  o f
one pe rcen t. Small Business A dm in is tra tion  head Eugene Foley re fused
to lower the  ra te and G ruen ing called th a t re fusa l "a double s ta n d a rd --
28a d iscrim ina tion  aga inst o u r c it iz e n s ."
He pointed ou t th a t the  United States gave Chile a $20 m illion
g ra n t and a $100 m illion loan a fte r  its  ea rthquake . The United States
charged on ly  a se rv ice  charge o f th re e -q u a rte rs  o f one pe rcen t and
29d e fe rred  payment on the  p rin c ip a l fo r  ten years.
G ruen ing stated also th a t the  United States had len t a to ta l o f
about $1.75 b illion  to  p r iva te  in d u s try  in fo re ign  coun tries  w orldw ide .
The in te re s t on those loans was also th re e -q u a rte rs  o f one pe rcen t.
"We have made such loans to  ind iv idua ls  and businessess th a t
30have su ffe red  no d is a s te r ,"  he said. The th re e -p e rc e n t loans to
A laskans were " fa r  less generous than those fre e ly  handed ou t abroad
31to  e n te rp rises  which have su ffe red  no d is a s te r."
28U .S . C ongress, Senate, Congressional R ecord, 88th  C on g ., 2nd 
sess ., 1964, 110, p t.  9: 11829.
29U .S . Congress, Senate, Congressional Record, 88th  C on g ., 2nd 
se ss ., 1964, 110, p t.  9: 12584.
30U .S . Congress, Senate, Congressional R ecord, 88th C o n g ., 2nd
se ss ., 1964, 110, p t.  8: 11100.
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To me th is  double s tanda rd , th is  d isc rim ina tion  against 
fe llow  Am ericans, th is  u n fa ir  trea tm ent accorded these 
v ic tim s o f an unprecedented d isa s te r, is incom prehensib le 
and d isg ra ce fu l.
A t least two major newspapers, the Seattle P o s t-In te llig e n ce r and
the  Wall S tree t Jo u rn a l, supported  G ruen ing . The P o s t-In te llig e n ce r
said the  Small Business A dm in is tra tion  should lower the  in te re s t ra te
to  A laskans to  th re e -q u a rte rs  o f one percen t.
"The  federa l governm ent's  action on A laska's p lig h t is both slow
and piece-meal. Alaska is a special case, ou r youngest state and one
33w ith  economic problems th a t p redate  the  earthquake  d is a s te r ."
The Wall S tree t Journal suggested th a t A laska would be b e tte r
served in th is  case i f  i t  were a fo re ign  c o u n try . I t  said the  low
U .S . rates to  fo re ign  coun tries  were not even w inn ing  fr ie n d s h ip  
34around the  w o rld .
Alaska m igh t be b e tte r able to accept the  s itua tion  i f  
more aid were rea lly  used p ro d u c tiv e ly . Instead, in many 
cases, aid m erely finances fo re ign  governm ent g ra f t  and 
mismanagement.
The Journal said A laskans were fam ilia r w ith  d isas te r and th a t 
much o f U .S . fo re ign  aid also deserved to  be called d isa s trous . The 
th re e -p e rc e n t ra te  was no t especia lly h ig h , b u t A laskans should not 
be re qu ired  to  pay more than fo re ig n  governm ents had to  pay.
32 lb id . ,  11101.
33
"A laska A id ,"  Seattle P o s t-In te llig e n c e r, 11 May 1964, p . 14.
34"D isas te r a t Home and A b ro a d ,"  Wall S tree t Jou rna l, 15 May 
1964, p . 14.
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Earthquake v ic tim s received aid from  fo u r  federa l agencies, bu t 
in te re s t on Small Business A dm in is tra tion  loans remained a t th ree  
p e rcen t,
G ruen ing also p ro tested  aid to  Southeast Asia . The United
States was invo lved  in V ietnam , a lthough th a t action received lit t le
a tten tio n  in the  e a rly  60s. As a p a c if is t, an advocate o f se lf-
determ ination and a c r i t ic  o f those who feared a w orld  Communist
ta keo ve r, G ruening became a voc ife rous opponent o f American m ilita ry
entanglem ent in Vietnam. He and Senate Democratic colleague Wayne
Morse o f Oregon led the  d issen t against extensive  fo re ig n  a id .
Both senators advocated in te rna tiona l cooperation, U .S . News &
World Report sa id , b u t opposed th e  "shocking  waste" th a t P resident
36John F. Kennedy proposed. Much o f Kennedy's fo re ig n  budge t was 
in tended fo r  Vietnam.
On March 10, 1964, when P resident Lyndon Johnson was conduct­
ing a secre t m ilita ry  b u ild up  aga inst N orth  V ietnam , G ruen ing de livered  
a major speech in the  Senate against the  w ar. He stated th a t the  war 
in Vietnam was not a U .S . war and should be fo u g h t b y  the  V ietnam ­
ese. The United States had been in Vietnam since 1955 and G ruening
said the  co u n try  "shou ld  no longer perm it the  dead hand o f past
37mistakes to  gu ide the  course o f ou r fu tu re  a c tio ns ."
~^U .S . News & World R ep o rt, 25 November 1963, p . 16.
37U .S . Congress, Senate, Congressional Record, 88th C ong .,
2nd sess ., 1964, 110, p t 4: 4831-4851.
110
He charged th a t any American so ld ie r k illed  the re  would not 
have died fo r  his c o u n try , b u t "had been m istakenly sacrificed  in 
beha lf o f an in h e rite d  fo l ly . " 33
Since P resident Johnson inh e rite d  the  c o n flic t , G ruen ing  said, he 
should be fre e  to  end i t  w ith o u t fe a r o f losing face p o lit ic a lly  o r 
d ip lom atica lly .
C o n cu rrin g , Senator Morse sa id , "South Vietnam is beyond the
perim eter o f American defense. There is no ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r  m urde ring
a s ing le  American boy in South Vietnam, fo r  the  issue has now become 
39one o f m u rd e r."
G ruen ing 's  a n it-w a r position  received l it t le  a tten tion  in the 
media. While S ecre ta ry  o f Defense Dean R usk's th re a ts  to  the  V ie t 
Cong go t fro n t-p a g e  headlines, stories about G ruen ing 's  p ro te s t were 
b u rie d .
"R usk Warns Reds/ War in V ie tnam / May Be Widened" was the
New Y o rk  Times headline ove r a s to ry  th a t quoted th e  secre ta ry  as
saying "bo th  in Laos and in Vietnam the re  is a simple p re s c rip tio n  fo r
40peace--leave yo u r ne ighbors a lone ." In the  same issue o f the 
T im es, G ruen ing 's  plea fo r  peace g o t a s ix - in c h  summary on page 
fiv e .
Events in the  G u lf o f T onk in  in Vietnam escalated the  w ar in 
A ug us t 1964. H is torian  William Manchester called the  inc id e n t on
391 b id . ,  4832.
40
New Y o rk  T im es, 23 May 1964, p. 1.
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A ugus t 4 "shadow y, im precise, and, most d is tu rb in g , a consequence
41o f de libera te  American p ro voca tio n ."
Manchester w rote  th a t Johnson was conducting  c landestine  missions
against the N orth  Vietnam ese--rnissions th a t had begun in December
1963. The U.S d e s tro ye r Maddox entered the  combat zone in the
T onk in  G u lf A ug . 1, 1964. Its  mission was to  p rovoke the  enemy in to
using its  radar so the  Maddox could then use its  equipm ent to  p lo t
the  ra d a r ins ta lla tion s . A ba ttle  ensued b u t re p o rts  d id  not reach
the  media fo r  two days. The New Y o rk  Times repo rted  th a t N orth
Vietnamese PT boats f ire d  torpedoes at the  Maddox 30 miles o f f  N orth
42Vietnam in in te rna tiona l w aters. In form ation released b y  the  Defense
Departm ent said the  Maddox was on rou tine  pa tro l and was h it  by an
unprovoked a ttack  in in te rna tiona l w aters.
The U .S . d e s tro ye r C. T u rn e r Joy jo ined the  ba ttle  w ith  je t
f ig h te rs  from  two U .S . a irc ra f t  c a rr ie rs . U .S . fo rces destroyed  35
Vietnamese boats and an oil depot.
P resident Johnson, on ne tw ork  te lev is ion  A ugus t 4, reported
"renewed hostile  actions aga inst the  United States sh ips on the  h igh
seas in the  G u lf o f T o n k in ."  He asked fo r  a congressional reso lu tion
making i t  c lear th a t the  United States was determ ined to  defend 
43Southeast Asia .
41William M anchester, The G lory And The Dream (B oston : L it t le -
Brown and Company, 1973), p . 1016.
4?
New Y o rk  T im es, 3 A ugus t 1964, p . 1.
43
New Y o rk  T im es, 5 A u g u s t 1964, p . 1.
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The open-ended, s ix -p a ra g ra p h  reso lu tion  passed by the  Senate
A u g us t 7 declared sim ply
Whereas the  United States is ass is ting  the  peoples o f 
Southeast Asia to  p ro te c t th e ir  freedom . . . the  congress 
approves and supports  the  determ ination o f the  P resident 
. . .  to  repel any armed a ttack  against the  fo rc e s .o f the  
U nited States and to  p re ve n t fu r th e r  aggression.
The reso lu tion  was to  remain in e ffe c t u n til the  p re s id e n t d e te r­
mined th a t peace was assured.
Senators G ruening and Morse argued th a t the  re so lu tio n , which 
the  House passed unanim ously, was an undated declara tion o f w ar. 
Both men opposed m ilita ry  action in Southeast A sia , and in debate on 
the  T onk in  reso lu tion  th e y  were the  on ly  senators to  question the  
p re s id e n t's  judgm ent.
Most congressmen accepted Johnson's vers ion  o f the  Tonkin  
in c id e n t u n re se rve d ly . T hey believed in the  "domino th e o r y " - - i f  
Vietnam fe ll to  the  Communists, o th e r Southeast Asian co u n tr ie s , the  
P h ilipp ines and A u s tra lia  would fa ll in succession.
"Southeast Asia is o u r f i r s t  line o f de fense," Senator F rank
Lausche (D .-O h io )  s ta ted . "When an enemy attacks us th e re  he is ,
45in p r in c ip le , a ttack ing  us on o u r na tive  la n d ."
Senator Mike Mansfield (D .-M o n t.)  called the  reso lu tion  " le g it i­
mate defense" and said the  p res ide n t "acted w ith  a cool head and a
46steady hand in a most c r it ic a l s itu a tio n ."
44U .S . Congress, Senate, Congressional R ecord, 88th C ong .,
2nd sess ., 1964, 110, p t. 14: 18471.
45 lb id . ,  18084.
46
Ib id . ,  18399.
113
B u t G ruening repeated h is plea against in te rv e n tio n . He said 
the  United States was alone in Southeast Asia ; England, France and 
o th e r Southeast Asia T re a ty  O rgan ization  allies had re fused to  p a r t i­
c ipa te . He believed American se cu rity  was hot endangered and th a t 
aid to  Vietnam meant su p po rtin g  "c o r ru p t,  unpopu la r puppe t d ic ta to r ­
sh ips which owe th e ir  tem porary  sojourn in power to  o u r massive 
47s u p p o r t."  He urged a so lu tion  by negotia tion .
Morse ins isted  th a t the  reso lu tion  was too broad and would
au thorize  war w ith o u t spec ific  dates, places o r tim es. I t  would allow
the  p res id en t to  c a rry  on an undeclared w ar.
"I b e lie ve ," Morse sa id , " th a t w ith in  the n ex t c e n tu ry , fu tu re
generations w ill look w ith  dismay and g rea t d isappo in tm ent upon a
48Congress which is now about to  make such a h is to r ic  m is take ."
The Senate voted 88-2 fo r  the  reso lu tion . G ruening and Morse 
recorded the  on ly  nays. P res ident Johnson signed i t  the  same day.
The media overw he lm ing ly  favored Johnson's response in the  
Tonk in  G u lf and the  reso lu tion  g iv in g  him a u th o r ity  to  f ig h t  the  war 
as he saw f i t .  Senators a rg u in g  fo r  the  reso lu tion  c ited  e d ito ria ls  
from  leading newspapers nationw ide. David Haiberstam , in  h is h is ­
to ry  o f 20th c e n tu ry  American jou rna lism , The Powers T h a t B e, said 
the  p re s id e n t was able to  con tro l the  flow  o f in fo rm ation  about Tonkin  
G u lf. No newspaper o r ne tw ork  had correspondents in Vietnam and 
the  White House was the o n ly  source o f in fo rm a tion . F u rth e r,
47
Ib id . ,  18413.
48 lb id . ,  18470.
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Halberstam w ro te , “ Americans had been tra in ed  . . .  to  t r u s t  th e ir
49P res iden t, and the  P res iden t, a fte r  a ll, had all the  in fo rm a tio n ."
Johnson took advantage o f the  jo u rn a lis ts 1 des ire  to  keep up w ith  
events and ge t the  news ou t fa s t. When bombers were o rdered  to 
a tta ck , th e re  seemed to  be no question th a t the  p re s id e n t was r ig h t 
in using them.
"Bombers became th e ir  own ra tio n a le ,"  Halberstam sa id . "Each 
bomb dropped became a ra tiona le  fo r  the  nex t one. Congress had 
been manipulated and . . . most o f what the  best o f the  na tion 's  
re p o rte rs  w rote  in the  days a fte r Tonkin  was, in fa c t, lies and d is to r ­
t io n s . " 50
He suggested th a t Johnson rushed the  reso lu tion  th ro u g h  so an 
in ve s tig a tin g  committee would no t have time to uncover the  tru e  
s to ry . Johnson clouded the  issue by u rg in g  immediate action . Con­
gress dea lt w ith  the  issue "n o t a t the  level o f common sense, b u t a t a
51level o f pa trio tism  and em otion."
The media aided the  sense o f u rg en cy . Te levis ion flashed the 
news immediately and newspapers tr ie d  to keep up . E d ito ria l comment 
was more reaction than log ic.
G ruen ing 's  jo u rn a lis tic  in s tin c ts  showed in his oppos ition . As an 
ed ito ria l w r ite r ,  he had in te rp re te d  events and reached reasoned, 
logical conclusions based on inve s tig a tio n . Events su rro u n d in g  Tonk in
49David Halberstam , The Powers T h a t Be (New Y o rk : Dell
P ub lish ing  Company, 1979), p . 617.
50 lb id . ,  p . 618.
51 Ib id . , p . 618.
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G u lf occu rred  so q u ic k ly  and the  p re s id e n t urged such immediate
action th a t reasonable conclusions were im possible. G ru en in g , 77 at
the  time o f T o n k in , was a jo u rn a lis t before the  e lec tron ic  media
speeded th in g s  up . Johnson used the  modern media to m anipulate
pub lic  opin ion and Congress reacted to  the  sense o f u rg e n cy .
G ruen ing and Morse would have p re fe rre d  more time to  call w itnesses
and inves tiga te  the  in c id e n t, b u t o th e r senators c ited  the  flood o f
favo rab le  ed ito ria l op in ion . Given time fo r  research, re p o rte rs  would
have uncovered the  real fac ts  o f Tonk in  G u lf and e d ito rs  would have
changed th e ir  op in ions.
The fu ll s to ry  o f T onk in  was revealed when the  New Y o rk  Times
published the  Pentagon Papers beg inn ing  June 13, 1971. The 47-
volume s tu d y  was ordered by Johnson's secre ta ry  o f Defense, Robert
McNamara, and covered 30 years o f American invo lvem ent in Vietnam.
The Pentagon Papers revealed th a t Johnson ordered the  T onk in  G u lf
52reso lu tion  w r it te n  before the  inc id e n t even o ccu rred . They also
showed th a t Johnson escalated the  w ar w hile te llin g  the  p ub lic  i t
53would not be "w idened ."
The Maddox had entered a combat zone inside ah in te rna tiona l 
b o un d a ry , conducted e lec tron ic  su rve illance  and provoked h o s tilit ie s . 
Johnson reversed those fac ts  and used them to  escalate the  w ar.
52M anchester, The G lo ry  And The Dream, p . 1230.
53
New Y o rk  T im es, 13 June 1971, p . 36.
CHAPTER X II 
Ending a Political Career
G ruening continued to  speak aga inst the  American m ilita ry  p re ­
sence in  V ietnam , and by 1967 many o f h is Senate colleagues agreed 
th a t Johnson's policies were " fo l ly . "  Democrat George McGovern o f 
South Dakota became one o f the  most outspoken war c r it ic s  in Con­
g ress. Senators Robert Kennedy, F rank C hurch  and J.W . F u lb r ig h t 
jo ined him as the  debate grew  and Gen. William Westmoreland, com­
mander o f U .S . fo rces in Vietnam , charged th a t w ar c r it ic s  aided the 
enemy. F u lb r ig h t ( D . - A r k . )  had been Johnson's s tro n g es t su p p o rte r 
in the  Senate and, as flo o r manager o f the  T onk in  G u lf reso lu tion  in 
1964, had pushed the  m atter th ro u g h  a fte r  on ly  e igh t hours o f debate. 
B u t the  New Y o rk  Times reported  on A p r il 26, 1967, th a t F u lb r ig h t 
denounced Westmoreland's push fo r  increased manpower and a m ilita ry  
v ic to ry .
In 1968 G ruen ing co-au thored  Vietnam F o lly . The au tho rs  traced
the  "m is-ca lcu la tions" th a t had led to  U .S . invo lvem ent. The war had
been a c iv il w ar between N orth  and South Vietnam and each p re s id e n t
since Eisenhower had fe lt  an ob liga tion  to  su p p o rt his predecessor's
promise to  stop Communism. The United States became the  aggressor
-]
"who barged in to  a qua rre l between V ietnam ese."
-|
E rnest G ruening and H e rb e rt W. Beaser, Vietnam Folly (W ashington 
D .C .:  The National Press, In c . ,  1968), p. 18.
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The book was a huge co llection o f argum ents against the  w ar by
p o litic ia n s , educators and re lig ious  leaders. Each opin ion was c a re fu lly
documented. The book po inted ou t th a t the  United States entered
Vietnam w ith o u t su p p o rt from  its  Southeast Asia T re a ty  O rganization
allies o r from  anti-C om m unist Asian coun tries  such as Japan, Ind ia  o r 
2
Ira n . P res ident E isenhower's promise o f aid to  South Vietnam in 1954 
was no t a promise o f m ilita ry  a id .
The book c ited g rave  domestic consequences o f the  Vietnam w ar. 
The "c re d ib il ity  gap" between governm ent and the  people was w iden­
ing and social program s were s u ffe r in g . P resident Johnson lied about 
numbers o f troops in Vietnam and he glossed ove r Am erica's aggres­
sive ro le . He had a lready decided to  escalate th e  w ar before Congress
passed the  T onk in  G u lf reso lu tion .
The au tho rs  said the United States should be dedicated to s to p ­
p ing  ra th e r than p ro long ing  the  w ar. I t  should end se a rch -a n d -de s tro y  
m issions, w ithd raw  troops and help ins ta ll a rep resen ta tive  governm ent 
in South Vietnam.
"T he  way to  w ithd ra w , as the  United States professes i t  wants
3
to , is to  w ith d ra w ."
Let the  United States stop ra in in g  death and d e s tru c ­
tion  ove r the  people in the  co u n trys id e  o f N orth  and South 
Vietnam.
Let the  United States tu rn  aside from  its  su p p o rt o f a 
c ru e l, c o rru p t m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  in South Vietnam and 
embrace the re  instead a governm ent th a t w ill recognize, 
su p p o rt and defend the  w o rth , the  d ig n ity  and the  fu n d a -
^ lb id . ,  p . 26.
3 1 b id . ,  p . 379.
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mental freedom o f each in d iv idu a l in South Vietnam.
The course the  United States now pursues in Vietnam 
is f ra u g h t w ith  the  g ra ve s t dangers fo r  all m ankind. I t  is 
a co llis ion  course ^e s tin e d --un le ss  ch a nge d --to  b r in g  about 
a w orld  holocaust.
The New Y o rk  Times said Vietnam Folly was not a scho la rly  w ork
b u t an a ttack  on the  Johnson adm in is tra tion  b y  two o f the w a r’s most
outspoken opponents. The book contained no new in form ation b u t
5
was "a complete in v e n to ry  o f c u rre n t a rg um e n ts ."
The Times said the  book was " re a lly  a g ig a n tic  pam ph le t." I t
was "ob v io u s ly  p u t toge the r in g re a t haste, poorly  organized and
6conta ins many unnecessary re p e tit io n s ."
The Nation gave Vietnam Folly a 100-word review  in its  "Book
M arks" section. I t  called the  book "a most persuasive argum ent th a t
the  hearts and minds o f the  Vietnamese people cannot be won w ith
bombs, grenades and napalm ."^
G rue n in g ’s second term  exp ired  in 1968 and Anchorage real
estate developer and state leg is la to r Mike Gravel challenged him in
the  Democratic p rim a ry . G ruening campaigned th ro u g h o u t the  s ta te ,
b u t the candidates ra ised l it t le  in te re s t among vo te rs . The A n ch o r-
8age D aily Times called the  race "less f ie ry  than many in the  p a s t."  
G ruen ing 's  age became an issue.
4 Ib id . ,  p . 384.
5
Joseph B u tt in g e r, "An In ve n to ry  o f A rg u m e n ts ,"  New Y o rk  
Times Book R eview , 10 March 1968, p . 3.
^ I b id .
^Norman J. Gallo, The N ation , 6 May 1968, p. 613.
g
Anchorage D aily T im es, 16 A u g us t 1968, p . 4.
119
The D aily T im es, s til l pub lished and ed ited by Robert A twood,
endorsed Republican Elmer Rasmuson in the  p rim a ry . The paper
sa id , how ever, th a t " i t  is hard not to  s u p p o rt G ruening because he
9
has earned the  g lo ry  he has won in his 81 y e a rs ."
G ruen ing and Atwood had s tru g g le d  to g e th e r against absentee
con tro l o f A laska and fo r  statehood, b u t the  paper said the  s ta te 's
business should now be handled by a younge r man. "Too bad th is
10respected man d id  not re tire  from  pub lic  o ffice  v o lu n ta r i ly . "
The Southeast A laska Em pire, fo rm e rly  the  D aily A laska Em pire, 
also expressed concern about the  senator's age.
G rave l's  campaign depended on a media b litz  beg inn ing  10 days 
before the  p rim a ry . He produced a 30-m inute f ilm , "A  Man For 
A la ska ," th a t p ro jected him as a young , dynam ic leg is la to r who would 
b e ne fit the  sta te . The $35,000 film  was shown statew ide in prim e-tim e 
te lev is ion  spots. Bush p ilo ts  and boat capta ins ca rried  the film  and 
p ro je c to rs  to  remote areas.
G ruen ing spent $175,000 on his campaign w hile Gravel spent 
$75,000, b u t the  cha llenger's  film  swayed vo te rs . G ruen ing 's  te lev is ion  
spots were s t i l l  p ic tu re s  w ith  messages read by an announcer.
Drew Pearson la te r exposed G ravel's film  as "rom antic  f ic t io n ."
The film  to ld  about Gravel c a rry in g  U .S . money to the French u n d e r­
g round  in World War I I .  B u t Pearson exp la ined th a t Gravel would 
have been on ly  14 a t the  time the  United States helped finance the
g
Anchorage Daily T im es, 16 A u g us t 1968, p . 4.
10Anchorage Daily T im es, 22 A ugus t 1968, p . 4.
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French u n d e rg ro u n d . The film  also p ic tu re d  Gravel among unemployed
w orke rs  w hile  P res ident F rank lin  Roosevelt spoke in the  background .
"T h is  o f course was a t a time when Gravel was on ly  fo u r years old
and could have had no th ing  to  do w ith  e ith e r Roosevelt o r the  Great
11D epress ion ," Pearson w rote .
G ruen ing  conceded a fte r  he lost the p rim a ry  th a t the  film  p u t
Gravel ove r the  to p . He to ld  re p o rte rs  th a t the  film  "wowed all the
12newcomers and p a r t ic u la r ly  all the  lad ies ."
Gravel said the  senator's extreme position on Vietnam alienated
him from  Alaskan vo te rs , b u t the  Anchorage D aily Times said the
main fa c to r was G ruen ing 's  age. The senator s im ply "cou ld  not cope
w ith  the  ca le n d a r."
The Fa irbanks D aily News-M iner was no t so charitab le  as the
Anchorage D aily T im es. A tta ck in g  G ruening as f ie rc e ly  as i t  had in
1958, the  paper questioned w hether the senator was more loyal to
Alaskans o r to  East Coast in te re s ts . I t  c ited  a g roup  o f G ruening
suppo rte rs  headed b y  h is to rian  A r th u r  Sch lesinger J r .  I t  wondered
w hy the  " ju n io r  senator from  the  smallest sta te  popu la tion-w ise  in the
13nation is so im po rtan t to  all the  ou ts ide  in te re s ts ."
The News-M iner was sarcastic  about G ruen ing 's  age. I t  quoted 
Supreme C ou rt Justice  William O. Douglas as ca lling  G ruening "a v e ry
11 Drew Pearson, "W ashington M e rry -G o -R o u n d ," Southeast A laska 
Em pire, 3 O ctober 1968, p . 2.
^A n c h o ra g e  D aily T im es, 28 A ugus t 1968, p . 2.
13
Fairbanks D aily N ew s-M iner, 16 A u g u s t 1968, p . 4.
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14v e rs a tile , v e ry  b ra ve , v e ry  deep m an." The paper then rid icu le d
Douglas fo r  m a rry in g  two women nearly  50 years younger than he.
On th a t coun t, the  News-M iner sa id , Douglas was "unqu es tionab ly  a
15v e ry  ve rsa tile  and brave man in his own r ig h t . "
The News-M iner then questioned th e  p ro p r ie ty  o f Douglas' en­
dorsement o f G ruen ing :
Can i t  be th a t the  c o u n try 's  most em inent ju r is ts ,  
t i r in g  o f tw is tin g  the  C onstitu tion  o f ou r co u n try  around to 
s u it th e ir  whims, are also go ing to s ta r t  d ic ta tin g  as to 
whom should be elected?
O r is i t  th a t o ld , real o ld , fr ie n d s  s tic k  together?
A fte r  Gravel beat G ruening by  2,000 votes in the  p r im a ry , the
News-M iner wished the  senator well in h is "en forced re tire m e n t."  I t
said the  p u b lic  could not su p po rt the  stand th a t the  United States
was the  aggressor in V ietnam, add ing :
"You d o n 't tea r at the  u n ity  o f o u r c o u n try  when i t  is engaged
17in a w ar, declared o r n o t."
B u t the  v iew  from  outs ide the  sta te was fa r  d if fe re n t. Newsweek
magazine reported  th a t many people saw G ruening as "y o u th fu lly  in
tune  w ith  the  tim e s ," b u t said the  image o f Mike G rave l, who p ro -
18claimed he was "on the  sunshine side o f 40 ," was insurm ountab le .
14 ib id.
15ibid.
16lbid.
17 Fairbanks D aily  N ew s-M iner, 29 A u g u s t 1968, p. 4.
18"C hanging  T im es," Newsweek, 9 September 1968, pp . 59-60.
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The New Y o rk  Times said the  "loss o f M r, A laska" marked "th e
19end o f an era in Alaskan h is to ry  and p o lit ic s ."  The Times gave
G ruening the  b ig ges t share o f th e  c re d it fo r  statehood and said he
b ro u g h t to  A laska "a ll the  fe rv o r  and energy  th a t had marked an
20e a rlie r career as a crusad ing  jo u rn a lis t ."
The Times said th a t in the  yo u th -o rie n te d  60s i t  was "almost
impossible fo r  an 81-ye a r-o ld  ve te ra n --e ve n  one as v ib ra n t as the
21S e n a to r--to  beat a 38 -yea r-o ld  ch a lle n g e r."
The Nation saw a paradox in G ruen ing 's  defeat. He fo u g h t fo r  
the  same libe ra l causes the 60s you th  movement procla im ed, b u t was 
defeated because o f h is age. The v io le n t 1968 Democratic P a rty  Con­
ven tion  in Chicago had ju s t  ended when the  Nation w ro te , "T he  you th  
o f America (and the  human s p ir i t  th a t m igh t keep America y o u n g ), 
which was ba tte red  and gassed th ro u g h  the  s tree ts  o f Chicago last
week, also los t a ba ttle  in A laska, where Sen. E rnest G ruen ing  was
22defeated in the  Democratic p rim a rie s ."
A g roup  o f s tuden ts from  Alaska M ethodist U n ive rs ity  in  A n ch o r­
age and the  U n iv e rs ity  o f A laska in Fairbanks mounted a w r ite - in  
campaign fo r  G ruen ing . The campaign, m ain ly ins tiga ted  by  people 
sym pathetic w ith  the  senator's  Vietnam pos itio n , drew  some a tten tion
19
"Loss o f M r. A la ska ," New Y o rk  T im es, 2 September 1968, p . 18. 
20ibid.
211 b id .
22
The N ation , 9 September 1968, p. 197.
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in the  media. The Southeast A laska Empire commented th a t G ruening
was "n o t on ly  pe rm ittin g  b u t somewhat nudg ing  the  cam paign." The
paper said G ruen ing should accept the loss and bow o u t, b u t " v a n ity ,
23a p p a re n tly , is not on ly  the  name o f woman."
G ruen ing announced a t a September 24 news conference in A n ch o r­
age th a t he would p u t all h is e ffo r ts  in to  the  w r ite - in . He pledged to
continue to  w ork  fo r  w orld  peace and an end to  the  Vietnam w ar.
24Gravel reacted "w ith  sadness b u t w ith  to le ran ce ."
The w r ite - in  campaign was a desperate e ffo r t .  National and 
state Democratic P a rty  leaders u rged  G ruen ing to d rop  i t ,  and even 
Senator Bob B a r t le t t - -a f te r  an agonized d ec is ion --s tayed  w ith  his 
p a rty  and backed G rave l. B u t the  Empire tempered its  c r itic ism .
The day a fte r  G ruening held a h a if-h o u r press conference on Juneau 
te le v is io n , the  Empire said i t  had fo rg o tte n  th a t "a degree o f v a n ity  
is fre q u e n tly  a handmaid o f the  g re a t- - th in k  o f C h u rch ill and
p r
M a c A rth u r ."
I t  said the  w r ite - in  should no t be seen as a repud ia tion  o f p a rty
lo y a lty , b u t a "freedom which one m ight expect an exceptional in d iv i-  
26dual to e xe rc ise ."
Jus t before the  general e lection the  Empire th re w  its  fu l l  su p p o rt
23Southeast A laska Em pire, 18 September 1968, p . 2.
24Southeast A laska Em pire, 25 September 1968, p . 3.
25Southeast A laska Em pire, 30 September 1968, p . 2.
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27behind the  "u p h ill and underdog f ig h t . "  I t  u rged democrats not to 
le t p a r ty  lo ya lty  make them tu rn  away the  man many o f them su p p o r­
ted in the  p rim a ry . S u rv iva l o f the  c o u n try  and c iv iliza tio n  should 
come before s u rv iva l o f the  p a r ty . The Empire reconsidered its  con­
cern w ith  G ruen ing 's  age, saying " i t  is no t how many miles you 've
po
tra v e le d , b u t w h e re ."
The s e n io r ity , the  p re s tig e , the  e n tire  compliment th a t 
G ruen ing b r in g s  to A laska should not be casually o r ca llous ly  
w ith d ra w n . In an election year so ram pant w ith  evidences 
o f m isguided conservatism , i t  is all the  more c ruc ia l to  e lect 
an independent mind who can a rticu la te  the  tru e  libe ra lism , 
the  freedom and d ig n ity  o f the  ind iv id u a l human be ing . . . .
We have c ried  o f the  dilemma o f being forced to  choose 
between the  lesser o f two e v ils ; we now have a th ird  choicg 
which l if ts  us from  o u r p lig h t: Senator E rnest G ruen ing .
A laskan vo te rs  elected G rave l. G ruening fin ished  a d is ta n t
th ir d .
27Southeast A laska Em pire, 25 O ctober 1968, p . 2.
28.. . ,Ib id .
29
Ib id .
CHAPTER X II I  
G ruen ing 's  Last Y ears: A Plea fo r  Peace
G ruen ing  re tu rn ed  to  W ashington, fin ish e d  h is Senate term  and 
began to  d iv id e  h is time between Juneau and the  na tion 's  ca p ita l. He 
to ld  re p o rte rs  he had made a commitment to  w rite  an au to b io g raphy , 
and he expressed in te re s t in re tu rn in g  to  jou rna lism . His name re ­
appeared on the  Nation 's masthead Jan. 13, 1968, as ed ito ria l associate. 
He concentra ted  on Vietnam and the  m ilita ry  d ra ft .  On F e b rua ry  10 
he w rote  th a t w ith  no end to  the  war in s ig h t i t  was im perative  to 
pass a law p ro h ib it in g  the governm ent from  sending d ra ftees to  S ou th ­
east Asia w ith o u t th e ir  consent. He said young men were fo rced  to
e ith e r f ig h t  an immoral w ar and k ill people against whom th e y  had no
grievance  o r  re s is t the  d ra ft  and r is k  im prisonm ent: "No one should
be subjected to  such a dilem m a."
In March G ruen ing  reviewed E ric  Goldman's book, The T ragedy
o f Lyndon Johnson. He agreed w ith  Goldman's th e o ry  th a t Johnson's
2
"w a r po licy  n u llif ie d  h is g re a t domestic ach ievem ents." Goldman p o r­
tra ye d  Johnson as a ty ra n t  who w ithhe ld  t r u th  and could not stand 
c ritic ism .
G ruen ing  gave P resident R ichard N ixon 13 weeks in o ffice  before 
he b lasted h is Vietnam p o licy . He said the  d ra f t  and the  k ill in g  had
1Ernest G ruen ing , The N ation , 10 F e b rua ry  1969, p . 265.
2
Ernest G ruen ing , The N ation , 31 March 1969, p . 408.
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continued unde r h is adm in is tra tion  and a new approach was needed.
Nixon inh e rite d  the  w ar and could w ithd ra w  honorab ly  as Johnson
could have in 1964.
"L e t me u rge  th a t any way ou t would be more honorable than  to
3
continue the  needless s la u g h te r."
G ruen ing asked w hat the United States had to gain in Vietnam 
and i f  i t  was w orth  the  cost in lives . He said U .S . presence aided 
Communism. Americans were being k illed  w hile  ne ithe r Red China no r 
Russia sent a s ing le  so ld ie r. I f  the  United States w ith d re w , the  
Vietnamese would f ig h t  Chinese aggression as th e y  had fo u g h t aggres-
4
sion from  Japan, France and the  United S tates.
Besides these a rtic le s  on Vietnam in the  e a rly  70s, G ruening 
w rote  his a u to b iog rap hy , Many B a ttle s , pub lished in 1973. Tom Brown 
of the  New Republic quoted th is  from  the  book: "I believed th a t the
g rea tes t ba ttles  are o ften  fo u g h t by  men who are defeated time and 
again, and keep on f ig h t in g . Should not a w o rth y  cause be fo u g h t
5
fo r  regard less o f u ltim ate v ic to ry  o r defeat?"
B row n, who w rote  the  review  in the m idst o f W atergate, said the
a b ility  o f governm ent to  continue depended on w hether the  nation
0
could "produce  men o f G ruen ing 's  te n a c ity  and v is io n ."
^E rnest G ruen ing , The Nation 5 May 1969, pp . 570-572.
4 lb id .
5Tom B row n , The New R epub lic , 29 December 1973, pp . 26-27. 
6 lb id .
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The Nation said Many B a ttle s , w hile no t a g rea t a u tob iog rap hy ,
7
revealed a "good man who im proved his times and his c o u n try ."  I t  
said th a t fo r  new jo u rn a lis ts  who act "as i f  th e y  invented  crusad ing
re p o rtin g  and dedicated w r it in g , G ruen ing 's  sto ries . . . are a he lp -
8fu l rem inder o f the  m uckrak ing  y e a rs ."
On G ruen ing 's  87th b ir th d a y , Feb. 6 , 1974, George McGovern 
escorted him onto the  Senate flo o r and commented fo r  the  record  on 
G ruen ing 's  continued pleas fo r  w orld  peace. Senators M ark H atfie ld  
o f Oregon and F rank C hurch  o f Idaho la te r jo ined McGovern in nom­
ina ting  G ruen ing fo r  th e  Nobel Peace P rize , an award the  Nation said 
he deserved b u t d id  not w in .
Alaskan newspapers were f ille d  w ith  tr ib u te s  to G ruen ing a fte r  
he died June 26, 1974. The most honest comments described him as 
a b ru p t, combative and egotis tica l as well as dedicated and fea rless . 
Anchorage D aily Times p u b lish e r R obert Atwood said, "sometimes we
th re w  rocks a t each o th e r, b u t we always called ou r shots p rec ise ly
g
and understood the  p o in t o f d isagreem ent."
A sh o rt b iog ra phy  in the  D aily Times pointed ou t th a t G ruening
had loyal fr ie n d s  and s tro ng  enemies.
"H is fr ie n d s  called him courageous and a man o f v is ion  w hile  his
10enemies called him a cantankerous, se lf-seek ing  so -and -so ."
^H e rb e rt M itang, The N ation , 2 March 1974, pp . 281-282.
8 1 b id . 
g
Anchorage D aily T im es, 27 June 1974, p . 2.
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B u t papers statew ide c red ited  him w ith  ra is ing  ideals among 
A laskans and c a rry in g  statehood from  beg inn ing  to end. "He v i r ­
tu a lly  yanked the  te r r i to r y  ou t o f a ch ron ic  le th a rg y ,"  one ed ito ria l 
sa id . **”*
G ruen ing  had campaigned s trenuous ly  fo r  George McGovern's
p res iden tia l b id  in 1972. He ou tlined  the  co rru p tio n  in the  Nixon
adm in is tra tion  in the  p o s tsc rip t to  Many B a ttle s , app ly ing  an H .L .
Mencken quote : "Ruled by shady men, a nation its e lf becomes
12s h a d y ."  He believed the  Watergate b re a k -in  and the  subsequent 
coverup were w ho lly  o rchestra ted  by  Nixon and th a t he should be 
impeached fo r  unconstitu tiona l actions.
Tom B row n, in h is review  o f Many Battles fo r  the  New R epub lic , 
said he had in te rv iew ed  G ruening in W ashington, D .C .,  in Ju ly  1973. 
He reported  th a t the  senator was s t il l depressed about McGovern's 
defeat the  p rev ious November and quoted G ruening as ca lling  N ixon 
"th e  w ors t scoundrel we've ever had in the  White House." Brown 
said G ruening then questioned w hether rep re se n ta tive  governm ent 
could s t i l l  w ork  in the  United States.
Ju ly  1973 was also the  month G ruen ing w ro te  the  p o s ts c r ip t to  
Many B a ttle s . There  he o ffe red  a so lu tion to  the  question Brown le ft 
unansw ered. He w rote  th a t Americans had made m istakes before and 
elected c o rru p t o r incom petent leaders. B u t democracy and the  elec­
11 Anchorage D aily  T im es, 27 June 1974, p . 6 .
12 Ernest G ruen ing , Many Battles (New Y o rk : L iv e r ig h t, 1973),
p. 534.
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to ra l system had p reva iled  and the  nation was rev ived  by  s trong  
leaders.
"Who w ill contend th a t the  m a jo rity  who in 1920 elected Warren
G. H ard ing  were rig h t?  . . .  I t  took the  people tw e lve  years to  wake
up and g ive  themselves a 'New Deal, 1 hav ing  su ffe red  severe ly in the 
13m eantim e."
He promised to devote the re s t o f h is life  to  "exposing . . . 
s in is te r subve rs ion , to  a le rtin g  my fe llow  countrym en, and to  try in g  
to help res to re  the  America th a t has been and has served us so 
w e ll.
For more than 50 years G ruening tu rn e d  to  the  Nation to  renew 
old ba ttles o r begin new ones. The libe ra l jou rna l th a t was the  forum  
fo r  h is crusad ing  exposures o f co rru p tio n  and in ju s tice  w rote  the  best 
possible summary o f h is life : "No one had a more acute sense o f
when the  s lig h te s t compromise on an issue o f p r in c ip le  could be 
fa ta l.
Freda K richw ey , associated w ith  the  Nation fo r  37 years beg in ­
n ing in 1918 and its  e d ito r and p u b lishe r from  1945 to  1955, described 
the  s tre n g th  o f G ruen ing 's  life long conv ic tions . In the  Nation's 100th 
a n n ive rsa ry  issue, Sept. 20, 1965, she to ld  o f being s tru c k  by a 
"h e re - is -w h e re -l-c a m e -in "  sensation while lis ten in g  to  G ruening debate
13 Ernest G ru en ing , Many B a ttle s , p . 535. 
14 lb id . ,  p . 542.
^ The N ation , 20 Ju ly  1974, pp . 36-38.
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the  Vietnam War w ith  William B undy o f the  State Departm ent in New 
Y o rk  a few weeks e a rlie r.
S itt in g  in the  w ings behind the  p la tfo rm  and lis ten ing  
to  the  argum ents fo r  and against U .S . in te rv e n tio n , occu­
pation and the  re s t, I was sudden ly  je rke d  back to  those 
ea rly  tw enties when G ruen ing  was denouncing in the  pages 
o f the  Nation the  sam e--exactly  the  'sam e--acts; on ly  then i t  
was Haiti and Santo Domingo w ith  Vietnam s til l safe ly under 
the  ru le  o f France. B u t, o f course, I said to  m yse lf, i t  is 
Haiti and Santo Domingo now, too, and the  issues are the 
same and the  Marines are the re  today as th e y  were in 1920.
I t  was an experience o f sha rp , re tro sp ec tive  anguish 
to  realize th a t th is  was where Ernest G ruen ing  also had 
come in , and had done as much as one e d ito r w ith  one 
libe ra l weekly could da to  end the  state o f b ig -pow e r dom­
ination  in the  is land .
G ruen ing considered h is ro le as a jo u rn a lis t to  be as im portan t 
to  the  pub lic  good as any o f the  jobs he f il le d  in h is 60-year ca reer. 
George McGovern said G ruening "b ro u g h t g re a t compassion and p e r­
sonal commitment and a hea lthy  sense o f moral ou trage  to  the  problems
17th a t faced o u r c o u n try ."
His jo u rn a lis tic  sk ills  served him fo r  life . He vented his "moral 
ou trage" in newspapers, magazines and books. The pub lica tions he 
w orked fo r  benefited  as much as the  p u b lic . A fte r  the  Portland 
Evening News was d iscon tinued  in 1938, the  Bangor (M aine) News 
p r in te d  "Cause and E ffec t" in its  ed ito ria l column:
The decline o f the  Evening News began on the  day th a t 
Ernest G ruen ing  le f t i t .  He was the  he a rt and soul o f i t .
They  never go t another G ruen ing . So now th e y  have a 
corpse. Thus again , fo r  the  thousandth  tim e, is dem onstra­
ted the  fa c t th a t a stream can rise  no h ig he r than its  source,
1
Freda K irchw ey, The N ation , 20 September 1965, p . 31. 
"^George McGovern, The N ation , 20 Ju ly  1974, p . 38.
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and th a t, by  the  same token,, no newspaper can be b e tte r
than the  men who make i t .
G ruening believed in a newspaper's re s p o n s ib ility  to  make the
19community i t  serves a b e tte r place in which to  liv e . He fe l t  the  
same re sp o n s ib ility  as a bu reaucra t and p o litic ia n . In his f i r s t  
meeting w ith  Roosevelt a fte r  becoming d ire c to r o f the  D iv is ion o f 
T e rr ito r ie s  and Island Possessions, he to ld  the  p re s id e n t th a t the  new 
o ffice  was Sim ilar to  B r ita in 's  colonial m in is te r and th a t a democracy 
had no r ig h t keeping colonies. Statehood fo r  A laska was p a rt o f a 
20-year s tru g g le  to  end colonialism in Am erica.
Statehood was accomplished th ro u gh  a cu rious mix o f po litica l 
ph ilosoph ies. A t f i r s t  G ruen ing 's  in te llec tua l libera lism  was re jected 
in the s taunch ly  conserva tive  te r r i to r y ,  and the  New Deal often 
clashed w ith  A laskans' ind iv idua lism . B u t th a t ind iv idua lism  tended 
more tow ard lib e rta r ia n  freedoms than tow ard conserva tive  Republican 
th o u g h t. People rea lized , e ve n tu a lly , th a t th e y  were w ork ing  fo r  the 
same goal as G ruen ing regard less o f po litica l nametags. The press 
b ro u g h t p u b lic ity  and p u b lic  sym pathy to the  statehood cause.
Journalism  was G ruen ing 's  backstop. I t  was an o u tle t fo r  his 
en e rg y , flamboyance and ego, and i t  o ften helped him change pub lic  
op in ion . He believed th a t a s tron g  America and equal r ig h ts  fo r  all 
c itizens could best be gained b y  exposing ev il and c o rru p tio n . I f
18Sherwood Ross, G ruen ing o f A laska (New Y o rk : Best Books,
In c . ,  1968), p . 71.
19Le tte r to  C .C . N ico le t, from  Ernest G rue n in g , D ire c to r,
D iv is ion o f T e rr ito r ie s  and Island Possessions. W ashington, D .C ., 22 
A p r il 1934.
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the  governm ent its e lf was w rong , the  co rru p tio n  should be revealed 
ra th e r than hidden and le ft to change by its e lf .
G ruen ing worked fo r  the  r ig h ts  o f people to  live  peacefu lly  and 
govern  themselves in a free  soc ie ty . Many conserva tives saw those 
goals, too , b u t G ruen ing used a co n s titu tio n a lly  guaranteed fre e  
press and a s trong  rep resen ta tive  federa l governm ent to  earn them. 
The two w orked hand in hand, and i t  was not u n p a tr io tic  to  expose 
w rongdo ing  and expect immediate change.
G ruen ing lived  most o f his life  w ith  the  "Com m unist" ta g , and 
cries o f "Am erica: love i t  o r leave i t "  were ram pant d u r in g  the  60s.
He dissented because he loved America and knew th a t change could 
b r in g  peace, freedom and popu la r governm ent.
CHAPTER X IV  
G ruen ing 's  Personal L ife
Energy and dedication to  a cause are two ch a ra c te ris tic s  men­
tioned by nearly  everyone who has w r it te n  about E rnest G ruen ing . 
Friends and adversaries said th a t he tended to  be pushy and barge 
in to  s itua tions w ith  l it t le  ta c t o r regard  fo r  the  consequences. Bob 
B a r t le tt ,  G ruen ing 's  Senate colleague from  A laska, complained p r iv a te ­
ly  th a t G ruen ing , the  ju n io r  senator, always trea ted  him like  an aide 
and took more than his share o f the  c re d it fo r  leg is la tion  th a t bene­
fite d  A laska . 1
G ruen ing 's  w ork  was c lea rly  the  most im po rtan t p a rt o f h is life . 
Personal traged ies affected him , b u t he always p lunged deeper in to  
h is w ork  to  re lieve  h is depression. Two o f his th re e  ch ild re n  died 
young . E rnest J r . ,  who was born O ct. 20, 1915, died o f an in fe c ­
tion  in 1931 w hile G ruen ing was w ork ing  fo r  the  Portland Evening 
News. The death shocked G ruen ing , his w ife , D o ro thy , and h is two 
rem aining sons, H un ting ton  and Peter. G ruening tu rn e d  to  his w ork
as an o u tle t. " I was g ra te fu l, "  he w ro te , " fo r  the  con tinu ing  p re s -
2
sures and demands o f my w ork  on the  News."
Peter, the  youngest, was born in 1926 and committed su ic ide in 
A u s tra lia  in 1955. He had led an active  life , tra v e lin g  w ith  h is fa th e r
1
Claus-M . Naske, Bob B a r t le tt  o f A laska (F a irb a n ks , A laska: 
U n iv e rs ity  o f A laska Press, 1979), p . 224.
2
E rnest G ruen ing , Many Battles (New Y o rk : L iv e r ig h t, 1973),
p. 150.
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around Alaska and la te r w ork ing  fo r  the  United Press in Korea,
M idway, Hawaii, Indonesia and A u s tra lia . G ruen ing , who had le f t his
g o ve rn o r's  o ffice  two years before the  su ic ide , was w o rk in g  fo r  A laska
statehood and d iv id in g  h is time between Juneau and W ashington, D .C .
"The  ba ttle  fo r  A laska statehood in the  second h a lf o f the  1950s
was a b lessing to  me p e rs o n a lly ,"  he w ro te . " I t  helped to  take my
3
mind o ff  Peter's tra g e d y ."
G ruening and D oro thy Smith were m arried Nov. 19, 1914. The 
G ruen ing 's  were an active  fa m ily , b u t E rnest trave led  fre q u e n tly  and 
h is personal life  o ften su ffe red  because o f his career. A laska h is to r ­
ian Claus Naske w ro te , in a b iog ra phy  o f Bob B a r t le tt ,  about one 
inc id e n t th a t shows how im portan t G ruen ing considered h is w ork  and 
his re -e lec tion  to  the  Senate in 1968.
M ary Lee C ouncil, who had re tire d  from B a rtle tt 's  s ta ff 
in 1966, advised G ruening against seeking another te rm .
His w ife , D o ro thy , was c ripp le d  by a r th r it is  and confined 
to  a w hee lcha ir. A move to  a sunny and warm climate 
would have helped h e r. C ouncil, who had known the  
G ruen ing 's  fo r  yea rs , recalled th a t she to ld  him , "E rn e s t, 
yo u 're  an absolute ass to  ru n , you know D oro thy is so 
s ick . Why d o n 't you th in k  o f her fo r  a change? T h in k  o f 
yo u r fam ily  fo r  a change ." She observed fu r th e r  th a t "he 
doesn 't th in k  o f people. He's a strange  man. He's got 
these g re a t v is io n s , these g re a t libe ra l ideas, and ye t his 
re la tionsh ip  w ith  people is te r r ib le . "  G ruening o ff ic ia lly  
announced in the  fa ll o f 1967 th a t he would seek another 
te rm . His schedule fo r  a tw o-week Alaska t r ip ,  B a r t le tt  
observed , "would p u t a less v igo rous man in the  hosp ita l.
I t  makes me t ire d  ju s t to  look a t i t .
G ruen ing was active  and v igo rous his e n tire  life . His in te res ts  
ou ts ide  jou rna lism  and po litics  included astronom y, chess, te n n is ,
3
E rnest G ruen ing , Many B a ttle s , p . 402. 
^C laus-M . Naske, Bob B a r t le tt  o f A laska , p . 226.
135
h ik in g , b rid g e  and swimming. He loved to  tra ve l and, as d ire c to r  o f 
the  D iv is ion o f T e rr ito r ie s  and Island Possessions, was determ ined to 
see as much o f the  area under h is d ire c tio n  as possib le. He trave led  
fre q u e n tly  to  A laska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the  V irg in  Is lands.
His scrapbooks in the  U n iv e rs ity  o f A laska-F a irbanks A rch ive s  are 
f il le d  w ith  p ic tu res  o f him swimming and h ik in g  w hile tra v e lin g  on 
in te r io r  departm ent business. One p ic tu re  in h is au tob iography 
shows G ruening sm iling and w aving as he rode up the  side o f a
5
mountain in a copper-m ine ore b ucke t d u r in g  a 1938 t r ip  to  A laska.
He continued to  tra ve l ex te n s ive ly  in A laska a fte r  becoming g o ve rno r 
in 1939.
G ruen ing 's  active  life  and love o f tra v e l began in ch ildhood .
He grew  up in New Y o rk  C ity  and h is fam ily  spoke English and 
German in te rchangeab ly . He learned French w hile a ttend ing  school in 
Paris and la te r learned Spanish. Latin was re qu ired  fo r  entrance in to  
H a rva rd .
Emil and Phebe, G ruen ing 's  p a ren ts , ta u g h t th e ir  ch ild re n  to 
pursue  w o rld ly  goals. E rnest and his fo u r  s is te rs  stud ied  in Europe 
and learned h is to ry , music and classical l ite ra tu re . The fam ily  
trave led  to Europe in the  summers o f 1894, 1898, 1900 and 1904.
G ruen ing 's  w o rld ly  cha rac te r o ften h u r t  h is  image in A laska, 
where fro n t ie r  ind iv idua lism  was more accepted than soph is tica tion  o r 
in te lle c t. His assoication w ith  national social and po litica l leaders 
and h is in te re s t in in te rna tiona l a ffa irs  added to  his image as a
5E rnest G ruen ing , Many B a ttle s , p . 246.
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"ca rp e tb a g g e r . 11 C onserva tive  Alaskan po litic ian s  and ed ito rs  made 
certa in  th a t image never d ied .
As his age became an increasing  fa c to r in his po litica l campaigns, 
G ruen ing w orked to convince the  pub lic  th a t he was p h ys ica lly  and 
in te lle c tu a lly  young . Sherwood Ross w rote a g low ing , one-sided 
b iog raphy  th a t G ruen ing d is tr ib u te d  as campaign lite ra tu re  in 1968. 
Ross w rote  th a t "E rne s t and D oro thy G ruen ing are inve te ra te  swim­
mers and miss no o p p o rtu n ity  to  te s t the  w aters o f even the  coldest
and most u n fr ie n d ly  sho res ." He to ld  o f how th e y  often swam in the
6
ocean near th e ir  Eagle R iver Landing home n o rth  o f Juneau.
Ross quoted Sen. F rank Moss o f Utah as saying th a t he "froze  
s t i f f "  w hile  swimming w ith  G ru e n in g .^  D u rin g  a t r ip  to  Finland 
G ruen ing u rged Moss to  d ive  in to  the  ocean w ith  him a fte r  a sauna. 
"My breath  was taken aw ay," Moss sa id , "and I could h a rd ly  make i t  
back to  sh o re ."  He said G ruening "paddled ha pp ily  around say ing ,
O
'come on in , i t 's  d e lig h tfu l,  th is  is w o n d e rfu l. ' "
The Nation w rote  in 1968 th a t " i t  is ch a ra c te ris tic  o f many g rea t
men th a t th e y  stay young fo r  th e ir  e n tire  l iv e s ."  The s to ry  said th a t
a few weeks be fo re , G ruen ing "took  time ou t from  a barnstorm ing  t r ip
th ro u g h  the  Eskimo v illages o f N orthern  A laska to  swim in the  icy  
g
A rc tic  O cean."
0
Sherwood Ross, G ruening o f A laska (New Y o rk : Best Books,
1968), p . 177.
^ Ib id .
^ I b id .
S~he N ation , 9 September 1968, p. 197.
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Ross w rote  th a t G ruen ing could not sleep in a room w ith  a closed 
w indow. On one t r ip  to  B a rrow , A laska, G ruen ing  b roke  ou t the 
double pane o f glass in a hotel w indow th a t was sealed to  keep ou t the  
co ld . G ruening "c h e e rfu lly  paid fo r  its  re p a ir in h is hotel b ill the  nex t 
d a y . " 10
A W ashington, D .C .,  co rresponden t fo r  the  Anchorage Daily News
w rote  th a t even in 1974, when G ruening knew he was dy in g  o f cancer,
"he  would not accept a sentence o f in a c t iv ity .  To him th a t was worse
11than  a sentence o f d e a th ."
In 1978 G ruen ing 's  grandson C la rk  w rote  an a rtic le  fo r  the  Alaska
Advocate , a now -de fun c t weekly newspaper pub lished in Anchorage,
about how his g ra n d fa th e r ta u g h t him about the  s ta rs  and conste lla tions.
"Some 22 years ago ," he sa id , "my g ra n d fa th e r ( 'P o p , 1 as the
fam ily  called h im ) p lanted the  seed o f fasc ination  fo r  s ta r gazing in
me one Indian summer n ig h t a t h is Eagle R ive r cabin near the  n o rth e rn
12te rm inus o f the  o n ly  road o u t o f Juneau ."
G ruening to ld  about how his g ra n d fa th e r learned about the  s ta rs 
and planets from  his piano teacher as a boy in New Y o rk  and i t  
developed in to  a life long  hobby.
G ruening played tenn is  u n til late in h is life . Edwin W ebking, 
who w rote  a doctorate  d isse rta tion  about G ruen ing 's  1968 w r ite - in
10Sherwood Ross, G ruening o f Alaska (New Y o rk : Best Books,
1968), p. 177.
11 C. R obert Z e ln ick , "E rne s t G ruen ing : We Can Rejoice to Have
Known H im ," Anchorage D aily News, 30 June 1974, p . 3.
12 C la rk  G rue n ing , "S ta rs  from  the N orthe rn  S k y ,"  Alaska 
A dvocate , 14 September 1978, p . 10.
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cam paign, reported  th a t G ruen ing , while in his 50s, won second place 
in the  Alaska sta te s ing les cham pionships. W ebking d id  not re p o rt 
the  year o f the tou rnam ent, b u t said th a t the  w in n e r, "who was less 
than h a lf as old as G ruen ing , was hard pressed to  beat the governo r 
in the  f in a ls . " ^
Ernest G ruen ing 's  son H un tin g to n , a p ilo t and v ice -p re s id e n t o f 
A laska A ir lin e s , lived  in Juneau u n til 1976, when he re tire d  and 
moved to  Issaquah, Wash. D oro thy  G ruening died in Issaquah Oct. 19, 
1979.
E rnest's  grandson C la rk  is a law yer who has served in the  
A laska Senate and now w orks in sta te  governm ent in Juneau. C la rk  
G ruen ing defeated Mike Gravel fo r  the  Democratic nomination to  the 
U .S . Senate in 1980, b u t lost in the  general e lection to  Republican 
F rank M urkow ski o f Fa irbanks. Gravel had served in the  U .S .
Senate since 1969, a fte r  he defeated Ernest G ruen ing  fo r  the  Democra­
t ic  nomination and beat Republican Elmer Rasmuson and w r ite - in  
candidate Ernest G ruen ing in the  general e lection.
13
Edwin W. W ebking, "T he  1968 G ruening W rite -In  Cam paign," 
doctora l d isse rta tio n , C larem ont Graduate School, C larem ont, C a lif . ,  
1972, p . 72.
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